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I Why does WTO matter for EU MRLs?

WTO SPS Agreement Obligations Use of International Standards

W]]'C% members must ensure that their food The SPS Agreement encourages members to
>atety meastres: base MRLs on international standards, such
Are based on scientific principles, as those from the Codex Alimentarius

Are not more trade-restrictive than Commission

necessary, '

And do not arbitrarily or unjustifiably If the EU sets stricter MRLs than Codey, it
discriminate between countries must justify them scientifically.

Notification and Transparency Dispute Risk

When the EU proposes or changes an MRL If another WTO member believes an EU MRL
that may affect trade, it must: violates SPS rules, they can:

Notify the WTO SPS Committee Raise a Specific Trade Concern (STC),

Provide scientific justification Or escalate to a formal WTO dispute

Allow time for comments
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il WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures

* Protect Health and Safety « 36843 Notifications

* Ensure Scientific Basis « 3264 on MRLs

* Apply Risk Assessment * 604 Specific Trade Concerns

* Prevent Disquised * 132 address EU
Protectionism « 30 address EU MRLs

* Encourage Harmonization . [48 MRL STCs overall]

* Promote Transparency

 Allow Precaution (under
ce rta i n Ci rcu mSta nces) eping.wto.org - tradeconcerns.wto.org; May 31, 2025




Il WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to
Trade

Prevent Discrimination
Promote Transparency

Encourage International
Standards

Balance Trade and Public
Policy

Facilitate Mutual
Recognition

58997 Notifications

* 143 on MRLs

854 Specific Trade Concerns
192 address EU

10 address EU MRLs

« [10 MRL STCs overall]

eping.wto.org - tradeconcerns.wto.org; May 31, 2025




Il WTO SPS Committee

* Monitoring Implementation

* Forum for Discussion

« Transparency and Notifications

* Encouraging Harmonization

» Technical Assistance and Capacity Building
* Review and Reporting

« Cooperation with Other Organizations
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Il MRL-related STCs being raised in the SPS Committee

EU legislation on endocrine disruptors (ID 382)
Ongoing since 2014
More than 40 countries have contributed to this STC so far

EU MRLs for [certain compounds] (ID 448 - See also related STCs ID 453, 454, 457,474, 475,
517)

Ongoing since 2018

More than 20 countries contributed so far

FU imp)ort tolerances for certain pesticides to achieve environmental outcomes in third countries
ID 534

Ongoing since 2022
More than 20 countries contributed so far
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Il Expectations on EU MRL setting

The EU functions with a clear,
transparent, and internationally
harmonised risk-based strategy.

It adopts CODEX MRLs in situations
where EU MRLs are absent.

It upholds CXLs for substances that
are no longer approved in the EU.

It permits sufficient deferral periods
and transitional measures when there
are changes in MRLs.

Internal



Thank you

ﬁ

“# CropLife ¢




	Slide 1: MRL Discussions at the WTO
	Slide 2: Why does WTO matter for EU MRLs?
	Slide 3: WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
	Slide 4: WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade
	Slide 5: WTO SPS Committee
	Slide 6: MRL-related STCs being raised in the SPS Committee
	Slide 7: Expectations on EU MRL setting
	Slide 8: Thank you

