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What you need to know about MRLs

An MRL is based on a 
use that is authorised 

(somewhere)

An MRL is confirmed 
safe based on data

An MRL is As Low As 
Reasonably Achievable
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Why MRLs are lowered
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From approved to non-approved
active substance

Expiry of approval:

No application 
submitted

Expiry of approval:

Application 
withdrawn

Decision on

non-renewal
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The regulatory journey: part I – Non-renewal
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End of any

grace periods

EFSA Opinion

on renewal

Publication of

Non-renewal Regulation
Withdrawal of

authorizations

Vote by Member States

in SCoPAFF Legislation

Commission’s renewal Regulation

discussed with Member States

in SCoPAFF Legislation

~ 12 months Up to 18 months

Adoption by

the Commission



The regulatory journey: part II - MRLs
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New MRLs

applicable

Commission’s MRL Regulation

discussed with Member States

in SCoPAFF residues

Notification

to WTO SPS

Vote by Member States

in SCoPAFF residues

Scrutiny of Council

and Parliament

Adoption by

the Commission

~ 4 months

Entry into

force

Publication of

MRL Regulation

Transitional measures

for food products already

placed on the market

0.01*

EFSA Opinion

on MRLs

~ 4 months 20 days 6 months~ 2 months



Some useful links to take away

➢ All MRLs are listed in the EU MRL database.

➢ All active substances are listed in the EU active substance database.

➢ All risk assessments for active substances and MRLs are published on the EFSA
website.

➢ Ongoing discussions with the Member States are published in the minutes of the
SCoPAFF meetings on the Commission website.

➢ Draft Regulations under discussion are published in the EU comitology register.

➢ Draft Regulations are notified to non-EU countries via the WTO Agreements on
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) or Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT).
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/mrls
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/active-substances
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/pesticides
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/pesticides
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/committees/paff-committees/phytopharmaceuticals_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/home
https://notifications.wto.org/en/notification-status/sanitary-and-phytosanitary-measures
https://notifications.wto.org/en/notification-status/technical-barriers-to-trade


Thank you
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