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MRLs before 396/2005
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Some figures

1465 active 
substances

315 food and feed 
products included 
in Annex I

677 residue 
definitions 

More than 250 
Regulations 
amending the 
Annexes to Reg. 
396/2005
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Ongoing achievements

Consumer Protection

By establishing strict 

MRLs, the regulation 

has enhanced 

consumer protection, 

ensuring that the levels 

of pesticide residues in 

food are safe and do not 

pose health risks.

Harmonization Standards 

The regulation provided 
a harmonized framework 
for setting Maximum 
Residue Limits (MRLs) 
across all EU member 
states, ensuring 
consistent safety levels 
for consumers 
regardless of where they 
purchase their food.

Facilitation of Trade

The harmonization of 

MRLs also facilitated 

trade within the EU and 

with non-EU countries, 

by providing clear and 

consistent standards for 

import and export.
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Ongoing achievements

Monitoring and Reporting

Regular monitoring and 

reporting of pesticide 

residues in food 

products leads to 

improved data collection 

and transparency. This 

provides a clearer 

picture of residue levels 

and compliance rates 

across the EU.

Encouragement Safer Practices

The regulation 

encourages the use of 

safer pesticide practices 

and the development of 

alternative pest control 

methods by setting 

rigorous standards that 

need to be met for 

pesticide approval.

Updates and Revisions

MRLs are regularly 

updated and reviewed 

based on new scientific 

data, ensuring that the 

regulation remains 

current with the latest 

safety assessments.
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Open items proposed by CLE: Annex I
Products of plant and animal origin referred to in Article 2(1) to which MRLs apply

(8) No MRLs are applicable until individual products have been identified 

and listed within this category

•Working document on the nature of pesticides residues in fish (SANTE/10254/2021)
•Working document on the magnitude of pesticides residues in fish (SANTE/10252/2021)
•Working document on a Dietary Burden Calculator for pesticides residues in fish 
(SANTE/10250/2021)
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/3cb924c2-a651-45d0-89d7-7ce8de6b6dd1_en?filename=pesticides_mrl_guidelines_app-j-10254-2021_en.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/4925ac0e-1b40-4185-8d6d-b072808a25f8_en?filename=pesticides_mrl_guidelines_app-j-10252-2021_en.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/d935dde1-ee9c-45a6-9112-c5ea634a9ef4_en?filename=pesticides_mrl_guidelines_app-j-10250-2021_en.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/d935dde1-ee9c-45a6-9112-c5ea634a9ef4_en?filename=pesticides_mrl_guidelines_app-j-10250-2021_en.pdf


Open items proposed by CLE: 
Footnote 1 to Annex I

FOOTNOTE (1) MRLs do not apply to products or part of products that by their characteristics and 

nature are used exclusively as ingredients of animal feed, until separate MRLs are set in the specific 

category 1200000
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Open items proposed by CLE: 
Annex IV and biopesticides

ANNEX IV: 

List of active substances

for which no MRLs are

required, referred to in

Article 5(1)
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Open items proposed by CLE: Annex VI
List of concentration or dilution factors

https://zenodo.org/records/15363279

https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-02/pesticides_mrl_guidelines_proc_imp_sante-2021-10704.pdf
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https://zenodo.org/records/15363279
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-02/pesticides_mrl_guidelines_proc_imp_sante-2021-10704.pdf


Open items proposed by CLE: 
Multiple source substances/Former a.s. still falling under 396/2005 

• MRLs setting in Regulation (EC) 396/2005 
taken case-by-case. 

• Monitoring data
• Great effort of data collection and evaluation 

by EFSA, followed by a discussion with 
Member States.

• Plan protection Products
• Biocides
• Veterinary medicinal products
• Persistent active substances present in the  

environment
• …

Some examples: 

• Chlorate https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/maximum-residue-levels/chlorate_en

• DDT Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/163 of 18 January 2023( https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/163/oj )  

• Copper
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9271
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/maximum-residue-levels/chlorate_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/163/oj
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9271


Open items proposed by CLE: 
Dual and triple use active substances 

1 substance -1 assessment

1. Re-attribution of scientific and technical tasks and cooperation between agencies

2. Establishment of common data platform and monitoring and outlook framework of

Relevant example on

pesticides MRLs: 
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Vision for Agriculture and MRLs 

A Vision for Agriculture and Food; COM (2025) 75

To ensure that the EU’s concerns about animal welfare and environmental protection are 

considered, and to uphold EU’s moral values in response to societal demand, the Commission will 

pursue, in line with international rules, a stronger alignment of production standards applied to 

imported products, notably on pesticides and animal welfare.

In that respect, the Commission will establish a principle that the most hazardous pesticides

banned in the EU for health and environmental reasons are not allowed back to the EU

through imported products. To advance on this, the Commission will launch in 2025 the Impact

Assessment that will consider the impacts on the EU’s competitive position and the

international implications and, if appropriate, propose amendments to the applicable legal

framework. Similarly, the Commission will also assess the issue of the export of hazardous

chemicals, including pesticides, that are banned in the EU
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