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What is the MUF?
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OUR VISION
A world where fruits, vegetables, nuts, and spices are plentiful 
and affordable for everyone.

OUR MISSION
● Achieve greater agricultural biodiversity,
● Reduce food waste, and 
● Improve global nutritional outcomes.

OUR APPROACH 

● Building global partnerships 
● Leveraging crop protection technologies for the cultivation and supply 

of fruits, vegetables, nuts, and spices.
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Agenda
1. Specialty Crops: 

Challenges and Call for 
Action

1. The Minor Use Foundation 
Today: Overview

1. A Vision for the Future: 
New Priorities and 
Approaches
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1: Specialty Crops: Challenges and Call for Action



Do we produce enough specialty crops?
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Contrasting Volume vs Value: Fruits & Vegetables Punch Above Their Weight
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Specialty Crops 
Suffer 

Disproportionate 
Losses 
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WTO Notifications to the Committee on 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS)

Food safety 
modernization = 
increased regulatory 
complexity

Increasingly global 
supply chains

Exponential increasing 
non-tarrif trade 
barriers
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The 
Challenge: 
Creating ROI 
for Investing 
in Minor Uses
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Soybean Carrots

Global Cultivation (ha) 130 million 1.4 million

Major Markets US, Brazil, Argentina fragmented

Annual Crop Value ($) 150 billion 1.4 billion

ROI factors

Large markets

Established distribution

Fragmented markets

Higher price/ha

Potential annual sales 

($)
100-300 million 10-30 million

ROI timeframe (for 

entire development 

cost)

3-5 years 8-15 years
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2: The Minor Use Foundation Today: An Overview
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Anna Gore
Executive Director

Edwin Samir Barbosa-
Ángel

Regional Manager and 
Study Director, Latin 

America

Bill Barney
Study Director, Africa

Nick Drost
Financial Manager

Patricia Eulalio
Executive Assistant

Mellon Kabole
Africa Regional Manager

Grace Lennon
Study Director, U.S. and 

Asia

Shannon McNamara
Website Manager and 

Communications 
Support

Rina Palikhya
Social Media Manager

Verónica Picado
Study Director, Central America 

and the Caribbean and 
Manager, Technical Operations

Sasireka Rajendran, PhD
Global Operations 

Manager

A small yet strong international team to tackle the challenge



Active projects in 14 countries:
7 Latam, 3 African, 4 SE Asia



MUF supports farmers to trade their products 
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JMPR/CCPR

MUF supports farmers to trade their 
products
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Many 
completed 
data 
packages 
and MRLs 
have been  
established
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3: A Vision for the Future: New Priorities and 
Approaches
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Vision for 
Regulatory 
Capacity-Building: 
FAO/JMPM Minor 
Use Guidance 
Document 
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Assumption: 
A company will invest in minor uses if that supports the regulatory 
process for the major uses  

Example:
IR-4 (U.S.), in the U.S. regulatory process, companies typically invest 
also into the development of minor uses because it gives the overall 
application a higher priority in combination with data protection 
extension. 

Outlook:
Work with regulators around the globe to set compliant incentives 
for companies to invest into minor uses.

Strong relationships, presence, and credibility with growers and 
regulators are the key to our continued success and growth. 
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We have a 
collaborative 
process in 
place to 
identify the 
biggest 
needs…
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Total nominations received - 5215 nominations

48 participating countries, 5 
organizations 

Type of Solution
%

Bio/Conventional 47%

Conventional 41%

Biopesticide 11%
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Concluding the 
Process and 
Developing a 3-
year Workplan
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Concluding the 
Process and 
Developing a 3-
year Workplan
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Concluding the 
Process and 
Developing a 3-
year Workplan
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Thank you!
Anna Gore
Executive Director, Minor Use Foundation
anna.gore@minorusefoundation.org

mailto:anna.gore@minorusefoundation.org
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