
        

     

Call for applications: ERASME 

Summer School on System Dynamics 

for Sustainability 
 

Summer school description 

The bilingual (French-English) Summer School on System Dynamics for Sustainability 

organised by ERASME and the Millenium Institute aims to provide training in qualitative and 

quantitative system dynamics to a group of 20-25 participants. From Sunday the 1st of 

August to Friday the 14th of August 2021, participants will explore with using system 

dynamics tools in sustainability contexts related to their own area of work. Our target groups 

are graduate and postgraduate students, industry representatives, policy-makers and NGO 

practitioners. The event is part II of a system dynamics training course that ERASME and the 

Millenium Institute are running. The first part is a 4-week long online introductory course in 

systems thinking and system dynamics, which will run from May 2nd to May 30th 2021. In 

order to participate to the Summer School, participants are required to attend and pass the 

online course.  

 

The primary goal of the online course and summer school is to introduce participants to 

systems thinking, to enable them to understand the dynamic nature of system behaviour and 

to train them in basic system dynamic modelling skills. The Summer School on System 

Dynamics is structured around four main blocks: 

• Lectures and exercises on qualitative modelling and model building, which will refresh 
and build on the training providing during the ERASME System Dynamics Online 
Course;  

• Group work on conceptualising, building model structures and calibrating models. 
Groups of 3-4 participants will work on a sustainability-focused project related to their 
area of expertise/interest. The Summer School teachers will provide continuous 
assistance and feedback to participants throughout their work;  

• Group work on drafting a policy recommendation report, informed by the results from 
the quantitative model and the leverage points of intervention identified from qualitative 
modelling;  

• Networking activities within participants at the Summer School on System Dynamics 
and with participants at ERASME's Summer School on Complexity Science for 
Sustainability.  

 

Tuition: 1200 Euros (does not include the cost of the online course). 

Application deadline: 15th April, 2021 

 

 

https://www.erasmecentre.eu/system-dynamics-online-course/
https://www.erasmecentre.eu/system-dynamics-online-course/
https://www.erasmecentre.eu/system-dynamics-online-course/
https://www.erasmecentre.eu/system-dynamics-online-course/
https://www.erasmecentre.eu/complexity-summer-school/
https://www.erasmecentre.eu/complexity-summer-school/


        

     

Successful applicants will be notified within two weeks from the application deadline. If the 

Corona situation does not allow international travel and physical gatherings, we will cancel the 

summer school this year. If this is the case, it will be communicated by May 14th.   

 

Tuition for the program covers participation, course materials, accommodations and meals, 

but not travel. For students seeking departmental funding to attend the school, supporting 

materials (e.g. invitation letter) are available from ERASME. Students who do not have 

external funding can apply for scholarships to cover tuition and travel costs. Tuition assistance 

is available based on an individual's need and merit and subject to the applicant showing they 

have been unsuccessful in securing external funding. Women and Minorities are especially 

encouraged to apply.  

 

To Apply: Send your application materials (CV, motivation letter and one recommendation 

letter, in English or French) to systems@erasmecentre.eu. If you wish to apply for a 

scholarship, please also e-mail us a scholarship request statement (in English or French), in 

which you provide details on the motivation for your request and you show you have been 

unsuccessful in securing funding. Please note that the scholarships are highly competitive and 

they will be assessed based on the quality of the applications. For more information about the 

program contact systems@erasmecentre.eu.   

 

Application deadline: 15th of April 2021. 

 

Organising and teaching team: 

 

Dr. Nathalie Spittler: Nathalie has an inter- and transdisciplinary background in sustainable 

development, with a focus on sustainable energy and ecological economics. She holds a PhD 

in Environmental and Natural Resources from the University of Iceland and a PhD in 

Economics from the University of Clermont Auvergne, France. Her work in ERASME focuses 

on modelling the SDGs on a national level and applying systems thinking to urban contexts.  

 

Dr. Claudiu Eduard Nedelciu: Eduard is the vice-president of ERASME. He holds a PhD in 

Environment and Natural Resources from the University of Iceland and a PhD in Physical 

Geography from Stockholm University. Eduard’s research is at the nexus between global food 

security, sustainable natural resource management and economic transition. His work at 

ERASME focuses on using systems thinking and system dynamics modelling to evaluate the 

contribution of agroecology to broader socio-economic development.  

 

Dr. Derek Chan: Derek has been working with System Dynamics since 2010. He holds a PhD 

in Management from McGill University. Derek focuses particularly on System Dynamics 

applications to national- and sub-national- level planning and to Sustainable Development, 

Food Systems and Education. He is a Senior Policy Analyst at the Millennium Institute and a 

Postdoctoral Researcher at ERASME-Université Clermont-Auvergne. 
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