

Preparedness


Obviously, practicing Christians would readily describe the season of Advent as an opportunity to examine our preparedness - not just for Christmas this year, but to meet our Lord when he comes again. This may or may not be in our time - we simply don’t know!   But it occurs that we don’t necessarily always fully home-in on how the second coming will be recognised when it ‘happens'. But also occurs to me that it’s important enough for the Gospel writers to tell us this:

“Keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come…. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

The Gospel says, in no uncertain terms, to them then, and to us now, that we need to be vigilant, and to make ready, for the coming of Christ again. Which prompts an important question for us to consider - not just during Advent, but always: do we actually believe that “Christ will come again”? After all:

We could easily reason that the Gospel Writers “didn’t really mean it that way”. Or we might think it possibly refers to Christ coming into our hearts over and over again when we let Him
Or we may simply believe it refers to the coming to us of the Holy Spirit?

Which in a sense has already ‘happened’; the Holy Spirit is ‘here and now’ when we allow time to discern that. It’s vital we do, because the Holy Spirit will help us to respond to the invitation to get ready..… 
__________________

This is what the Bible has to say: 

Firstly, the second coming of Christ will be His final, sudden, personal, and visible appearance in great glory, to make all things new. The coming of Jesus Christ will be personal, that is, Jesus Himself will personally come.  There are other ways that Jesus is already here with us, here-and-now, but not yet in person… 

Secondly, the second coming will be visible.  That means that everybody alive on the earth will see Him come, “…every eye shall see him…”  This means His coming will be miraculous, not something that can be explained in scientific and natural terms.  

Thirdly, this coming will be with great power and glory.  In other words, His second coming will be different from His first one.  First time around, He came in humility - as a servant.  He came to bear our sins.  He came in the lowly manger of Bethlehem.  But at His second coming, He’ll come in the glory of His Father - as the resurrected, and ascended, and exalted Saviour - coming with all of His power to raise the dead and to be Judge over all. 
        
Thought for the Week: The Gospels are clearly stated, in the sense of telling us ‘something enormously important will happen’ - but nothing is said about ‘how or when’. Which is precisely why we’re told “You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him” 
Are we ready? 
And if not, what do we now need to do to be ready”? Not just for "a coming”, “an arrival” (the usual interpretation of the Latin; but for another interpretation of the word Adventus - “a triumphal entry or the birthday of a powerful King”. 

The Advent Collect:


O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us  faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

