
Eccleston & Pulford Church of St Mary’s – Oct. 13th 

St Mary’s Church Eccleston, Church Rd, Eccleston, CH4 9HT 

St Mary’s Church Pulford, Wrexham Rd, Pulford, CH4 9DG 

https://ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

Rector: Rev Dr Stephen Torr. 

Associate Minister: Rev Holly Torr. 

 

SERVICE TIMES AND LOCATIONS: 
Sunday 13th October: Trinity 20  Eccleston 11.15am HC 

Sunday 20th October: Trinity 21  Pulford 9.45am HC 

Sunday 20th October: Messy Church Eccleston Village Hall 10.45am 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 13th October 
Amos 5:6-7 and 5:10-15 – Failure to heed correction. 

Seek the Lord and live, or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; it will devour 

them, and Bethel will have no one to quench it. There are those who turn justice into bitterness 

and cast righteousness to the ground. 

There are those who hate the one who upholds justice in court and detest the one who tells the 

truth.  

You levy a straw tax on the poor and impose a tax on their grain. Therefore, though you have built 

stone mansions, you will not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not 

drink their wine. For I know how many are your offenses and how great your sins. 

There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the 

courts. Therefore, the prudent keep quiet in such times, for the times are evil. 

Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Lord God Almighty will be with you, just as you say 

he is. Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the Lord God Almighty will have 

mercy on the remnant of Joseph. 

 

Mark 10:17-31 A rich man’s question. 

When He set out on His way, a man came running and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good 

Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good, except God alone. You know the 

commandments, “Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not bear false witness, 

do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.” 

He answered Him, “Teacher, all these have I observed from my youth.” 

Then Jesus, looking upon him, loved him and said to him, “You lack one thing: Go your way, sell 

whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. And come, take up 

the cross and follow Me.” 

He was saddened by that word, and he went away grieving. For he had many possessions. 

Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!” The disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered 

again, “Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! It is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God.” They were astonished beyond measure, saying among themselves, “Who then can be saved?” 

Jesus, looking at them, said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God. For with God all things 

are possible.” Peter began to say to Him, “Look, we have left everything and have followed You.” 

Jesus answered, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left a house or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or wife or children or fields, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, who shall not 

receive a hundred times as much now in this age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 

children and fields, with persecution, and in the age to come, eternal life. But many who are first 

will be last, and the last first.” 
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PARISH INFORMATION AND CONTACTS: 
Rector: Rev Dr Stephen Torr:  rector@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

Messy Church: Rev Holly Torr:  messychurch@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

Admin/Website/Newsletter: admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

Eccleston Church Warden:  ecclestonchurchwarden@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

Pulford Church Warden:  pulfordchurchwarden@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

Silent Church:   silentchurch@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

Choir Director:   choir@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 
Safeguarding:   safeguarding@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

 

HOMILY (by Rob Hughes) – Fellowship of Believers Part 2 – Prayer 
Rob’s Homily can be read on the church website on the following page: 

https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/2024/10/09/rob-hughes-homily-70/ 
 

Peter Jackson – Veni, Vidi, Vici 
Peter Jackson’s article about the Roman invasion of Britain in the 1st Century and the advent of 

Christianity in Britain, was originally published in October 2011. Thank you to Helen Alison for 

allowing this article to be republished.  
https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/history-notes-by-peter-jackson 

 

Stained Glass Window: Saint Richard of Chichester– Eccleston St Mary’s Church (N4a 

upper) 

 
St Richard of Chichester (1197-1253), also known as Richard de Wych, is a saint 

(canonized 1262) who was Bishop of Chichester. 

He was born near Burford, an orphan member of a gentry family. His elder 

brother inherited the family estate, but after having to pay a medieval form of 

death duty, the family was so poor that Richard had to work for his elder 

brother on the farm.  

His elder brother made Richard heir to the estate; however, Richard preferred 

a life of study and the Church. 

In 1244, Richard was elected as Bishop of Chichester. Henry III refused to 

accept Richard as Bishop, confiscating his properties and revenues for 2 years. 

Henry III, then forbade anyone to house or feed Richard.  

He wore a hair-shirt, refused to eat off silver, and was a strict vegetarian. He 

was known for his frugality and temperance, visiting his entire diocese on foot, and cultivated figs 

in his spare time. 

The stained-glass window shows at chalice at the Saint’s feet, remembering the story when he 

dropped the chalice during a Mass and nothing spilled from it. 

Saint Richard is remembered for the popular prayer ascribed to him: 

Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ 

For all the benefits Thou hast given me, 

For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me. 

O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, 

May I know Thee more clearly, 

Love Thee more dearly, 

Follow Thee more nearly. 
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Messy Church Dates 

• October 20th 2024 at Eccleston Village Hall at 10.45am 

• November 17th at Pulford Village Hall at 10.45am. 

• December 15th at Eccleston Village Hall at 3pm. 

 

Please contact Rev Holly Torr at messychurch@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org for details. 

 

The Genius of Michelangelo 
 

This painting is instantly recognisable as the hand of God from 

the painting “The Creation of Adam” by Michelangelo. What I 

hadn’t realised was the significance of the way the fingers were 

painted. If we look closely, God’s index finger (on the right) is 

fully extended. Adam’s index finger is hardly raised. Did 

Michelangelo intend this to show that God has done all he can 

to extend his love to all mankind, but it is up to each one of us 

to make the effort to acknowledge and accept this love? 

 

NEWS 
 

Harvest Gathering. Thank you to Margaret, Hilary, Angela and everyone else who made the Harvest 

Gatherings at Pulford and Eccleston such a success this year. They were able to provide an amazing 

array of food and drinks after each of the Harvest Services that was appreciated by everyone who 

attended. 

 

Silent Church. For details of the date for the next Silent Church Please contact Rob Hughes at 

silentchurch@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org  

 

Foodbank. Thank you to those who have left items of food in the basket at the entrance of 

Eccleston Church. 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS  

We pray this week for those known to us who are ill or recovering from surgery.  

 

ADVERTS 

The next History Group talk from the Pulford & Poulton Local History Group will be at Pulford 

Village Hall on October 16th at 7.30pm. The title of the talk is “Fake or Fortune” by Erik Irwin. 

 

Newsletter #70 – Please email Prayer Intentions and News Items suitable for publication in the 

Parish News to Stephen Hutchinson at admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org 

 

‘Even to your old age and grey hairs, I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I 

will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.’ Isaiah 46:4 
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