Newsletter #3

Friday 18 March 2022 to Friday 1st April 2022

St Mary’s Church Eccleston /
St Mary’s Church Pulford

Eccleston and Pulford Churches

Email:

Warden@ecclestonchurch.org

PulfordChurchWarden@ecclestonchurch.org

Dear Reader,
The parish newsletter will be emailed once a fortnight.

In this edition Rob Hughes continues his series of
contemplations for Lent, we have a financial update from the
treasurer Les Hocking, we hear about Chris Talbot's cookbook
project and the Eccleston Church's entry to the Pilgrim Porch
Cathedral Project.

Kind Regards

Stephen Hutchinson

Upcoming Services

20/03/2022 10:30 at Pulford.
Holy Communion
Revd. Robin Mosley

27/03/2022 10:30 at
Eccleston.

Choral Communion.
Revd. Chris Samuels.
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Important News and Reminders
Food Bank:

A reminder from Rachel Williams
Top ten items needed at the foodbank as of 25/1/22

Tinned meats, fish, desserts and puddings.
UHT milk and UHT fruit juice

Custard

Instant coffee (small jars please)

Jams and spreads

Instant mashed potatoes.

Pasta sauce

Biscuits

The list changes from time to time. Both donation stations are
emptied on the last service in the month and for those parents
who receive the magazine we collect from school the last
week of each half term.

Face Masks

Since January 27 it is no longer obligatory to wear face
coverings in church. However, if you feel you would sfill like to
wear a face covering for personal reasons that is perfectly fine
too.

In the Community

Messy Church - Eccleston Primary School. Saturday 26th
March 3pm to 5pm.

“We are delighted to be holding our first Messy Church for
some time. As this is the day before Mothering Sunday, it will
have a Mothering Sunday theme. Do come along and create
something beautiful for a special grown up in your life”.

Katie Prescott. Head teacher Eccleston Primary School.

Coffee Morning Table Top Sale - Manor House, Church Road
Eccleston. CH4 9HT. Saturday 19t March 11am. £5 entry.

Chris Talbot will be hosting a coffee morning / table top sale.
All are invited. All proceeds are in aid of the Ukraine Appeal.

Messy Church logo © Bible
Reading Fellowship 2021.

See
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Rob Hughes’ contemplations for Lent:

Love Language #2 - Physical Touch.

Touching in the right way, to the right person, for the right reasons can be a really powerful
message of caring, friendship and love. Accidental touching, or inappropriate contact, can
be so easily misunderstood - so we need to take great carel!

That said, people who respond to this love language can readily
feel cared-for and loved through handholding, hugs, and snuggling
(so this is by no means ‘all about’ about making love to our intimate
partners). Actions such as these can be perceived as trustful acts of
care and affection, even for those who may not regard this as their
primary love language. Physical touch is the most direct way to
communicate love. It is crucial for the health and well-being of
every human being, at birth, throughout life, and when dying.

And time and again it's been proven that the love and
companionship afforded by pets - simply stroking a dog or a cat, for
example - can calm and soothe even the most over-active of
minds!

Jesus often used touch to make a point (even though he didn’t always have to do so) - in
order to heal suffering, or to comfort those who needed sympathy; and also in greeting His
friends.

e We see evidence of ‘fouching’ in Luke 7, when Jesus was approaching the city of
Nain; walking past a grieving family, he was moved to help - and touched the bier of
the dead man, and brought him back to life.

e There is an account in Luke 4, when Jesus took Simon’s mother-in-law by the hand
“and lifted her up, and the fever left her”.

e On another occasion, when the children came to Jesus (Mark 10), we hear how “he
took them in his arms and blessed them, laying hands on them.”

e Jesus was sensitive to touch, as well. As He gave the gift of healing (mentioned
previously under Gifting) to the woman who had endured years of hemorrhaging -
we're told (in Mark 5) ‘Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body
that she was freed from her suffering. At once Jesus realised that power had gone out
from him....”

Touching as a love language is, arguably, the most individualistic even though (potentially)
the most easily misunderstood of all of them. It's so intimate - and there’s a time and a place
to adopt it, or refrain from doing so - depending on the person and circumstances. When
practiced in the right way, for the right reasons - a simple squeeze of the hand, or gentle hug
are powerful reminders of love and affection, as well as powerful comfort for loneliness, fear,
anxiety, headaches, cuts and bruises, through to romantic love and family life. Certainly,
biblical fo my mind...
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Love Language #3 — Words of Affirmation.

In terms of these ‘love languages, words of affirmation -
encouragement - fake on meaning way beyond mere
flattery. The confidence and well-being of most of us can be
reinforced by simple words of thank you; our lives can be
changed by affirmations of ‘well done’; we can learn from
each other by even sharing truths that may be difficult to say
or to hear, but need to be aired. We can show love best by
trusting those-we-love to respond in the same way - with trust
and love.

Whatever we say, that's said in good faith, we ought, as
Christians, to respond-to in good faith. And in a family and
romantic sense, our partners and loved ones would surely like
to hear, simply, 'l love you' and ‘thank you' now and again -
in person, or through leaving an impromptu voice message or
a written note with sincere words of kindness and gratitude -
and love.

Jesus often spoke words of affirmation to large groups of
people, and to individuals.

J We first see this when he spoke about his cousin, John
the Baptist - that he is “more than a prophet,” and
“among those born of women there has arisen no one
greater.”

. Other examples of this love language happen in
Matthew 12 when Jesus outstretches his hand toward
his disciples and tells the crowd they are his family

J Orin Mark's Gospel when Jesus tells a dinner party that
the questionable woman “has done a beautiful thing”
when she anointed his feet with her tears and
expensive perfume.

And words of affirmation spoken of Jesus and His ministry,
rather than by Him, give us confidence in ourselves and in the
Faith:

. In whom we have boldness and access with
confidence through our faith in him (Ephesians 3).

J Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God (Philippians 4)

. For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power, and
love, and self-control. (2 Timothy 1)
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. And a particular
favourite of mine:
There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free,
there is no male and
female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus
(Galatians 3)

. And finally: And the
peace of God, which
surpasses all
understanding, will
guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ
Jesus.

The whole context of the
Gospel message is summed
up for me in John 16, when
Jesus said these words of
affirmation to his disciples (as
He says to us today): “Il have
told you these things, so that
in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! |
have overcome the world.”

No matter what, and the
Gospels affirm, we are loved,
valued and supported by
Him!
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The Cookbook Project.

The treasurer would like to report the donation of £1000
received from Iceland Foods Charitable Foundation to
support the Eccleston cookbook project which started two
years ago aimed at recording the lockdown recipes being
used at that time.

The village helpers have collated and cooked some of the
recipes and at this time the search is in progress for printing
quotations and advertising sponsors.

The future plan is to print 500 copies for sale around October
half-term in the run up to Christmas. All monies from the sale of
the cookbook will be donated to Eccleston Church.

So, I would like to urge all our Newsletter readers to buy a
copy and don't forget it would make a lovely Christmas
present.
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The Pilgrim Porch Cathedral Project.

This is the submission from St Mary’s Church, Eccleston,
Chester for the Pilgrim Porch Cathedral Project.

Details of the Pilgrim Porch Cathedral Project can be found
at the following link:

Pilgrim Porch - Diocese of Chester (anglican.org)

When you leave the porch and enter any parish church,
one of the first things you will notice will be the baptismal
font.

It is placed there as a welcoming place for new members
of the church community and as a reminder to regular
members of the
congregation
of their
baptismal vows.

The font at St
Mary’s
Eccleston is
unique. It is
made of
Thessaly
marble and is
surmounted by
a liffing oak
cover on which
is carved figures
of eight sainfs.
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| understand
that the
drawing was
completed in
1977 as part of
a Church
project to
commemorate
the Queens
Silver Jubilee.
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Eccleston/Pulford Churches Financial Update i

The 2021 accounts are with the accountants Barnes Cooper
for inspection.

The good news is that we have a surplus for the first fime in 5
years, even though church was closed for nine weeks from
January to March.

The major contributing factor for the surplus were two
significant donations, the first covered the cost of moving

the condemned oil tank at Pulford and the second was a
legacy from the Mary Croxton estate.

The other good news is that our Events and Activities
income was up from 2020 with seventeen weddings
throughout the year five at Pulford and twelve at Eccleston.

The 2021 accounts will be published the week before the
Annual Parochial Council Meeting planned for Wednesday
27th April 2022
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