ESERA SIG1: Early Years Science

SIG Business meeting
August 26th 2025

ESERA Conference - Copenhagen

EUROPEAN
SCIENCE SI G 1
EDUCATION
RESEARCH EARLY YEARS
ASSOCIATION SCIENCE




Agenda

Welcome and introduction of SIG co-ordinators
Efforts since ESERA 2023

SIG 1 workshop in 2026

SIG1 Dinner Wednesday
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Any other business

Election of SIG co-ordinators (only SIG members can vote)

Presentation of international collaborations and how to get funding
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Welcome

Estelle Blanquet
University of Bordeaux, France
estelle.blanquet@u-bordeaux.fr

SIG1 co-ordinator since 2019
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Morten Rask Petersen
UCL University College, Denmark
mrpe@ucl.dk

SIG1 co-ordinator since 2023

ESERA

A short presentation of the currently functioning SIG1 co-ordinators
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Efforts since ESERA 2023

¢ Establishing a website for SIG1 (https://www.earlyscience.net/) — needs more dynamic input

* Arranging SIG1 workshop 2023 & 2024
¢ Submitting an ERASMUS+ application on early years science teacher education (8 countries involved)

* Arranging prelude workshop, invited symposium and additional ordinary symposia for ESERA 2025
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A run-through of SIG activities since last business meeting at ESERA 2023.
Unfortunately, the grant was not given for the ERASMUS+ application. The project got
75 points in evaluation, but 83 was requirred for funding. We will proceed with another
and revised application next year.




SIG 1 workshop 2026

We would be happy to invite to another SIG workshop in Peyresq, France on May 12th — 15th, 2026
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The firsirts arrangements has already been taken in hosting SIG1 workshop number 4 i
Peyresq, France in May 2026. There are no room for more than 25 participants. If you
already know you will participate, please write to Estelle, Morten or lIria.




SIG1 dinner Wednesday

SIG1 dinner Wednesday at 19.30 at Kajen, Kalvebod Brygge 59, 1561 Kgbenhavn
https://maps.app.goo.gl/A5gm6iKF7rA1FjzU7
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We will meet for a joint dinner at Kajen on Wednesday 26th at 19.30. This is an area
with street food. So everyone finds what they want to eat and we sit together and enjoy
our meal and the company of early years science education researchers.




Election for SIG co-ordinators

An ESERA member (minimum period of membership of 4 years) who has research experience
and a publications record in a field that is covered by the Special Interest Group is eligible to
serve as SIG coordinator. The two SIG-coordinators need to be affiliated to institutions in
different countries. No more than one coordinator can have a non-European affiliation. A SIG
coordinator can serve for a minimum of two years and a maximum of four years, starting their
term at the SIG members meeting of the biennial ESERA conference. By exception, one of the
two founding SIG Co-ordinators can serve for a term of no more than six years.

https://www.esera.org/guidelines-for-sig-coordinators/

* Estelle (SIG co-ordinator since 2019 — cannot run for another period)
However, Estelle would like to continue as SIG advisor

* Morten (SIG co-ordinator since 2023 — would like to go for another period)
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¢ Candidates for co-ordinators

As written in the paragraphs for ESERA, a co-ordinator cannot sit for more than six
years. Therefore, the descission on the business meeting was, that Estelle continues
as advisor for the SIG, Morten was re-elected as SIG co-ordinator and Iria Vazquez
Urio was elected as new SIG co-ordinator. Many htnak for the efforts from
Estelle and welcome to Iria.




International collaborations

1. Short presentation from Karampelas Konstantinos, Greece

2. Discussion: How can we create international projects and get them funded?
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A short discussion on how we can get more international research. There are many
good intentions for doing more international, colaborative work.

Christine Preston, Sydney University suggested other coiuntries to try out her material
on children’s drawing in science education. This could be a joint study to compare
between different cultures. There will be more info on the SIG webpage soon. Estelle
and Morten suggested to make a mapping of early years science teacher education
across countries. Morten will set up a survey and send out to the SIG. The participants
can afterwards decide how to move on with this.




Any other business

1. AOB

Many thanks for now

Looking forward to fruitful collaborations and expansion of
early years science education research
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There was a short discussion on how to use the SIG website for the best. We could
share presentations and extended abstracts from ESERA, A forum for discussion was

also suggested along with an overview of early years presentations at the next ESERA.
Morten will work on solutions.

The meeting ended in a good mood.



