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~ Préface ~

The photos m his bodlclet are a litlle selection among
all thote st were placed at disposal forthe memoril
exhibition about e relief of Denmarke from German aeeups-
tion 40 yenrs ago.

There 1s @ goad teason foHhanke everyone who has
dontrbuled imaterial and pieces of imforma ion ~ And we
Viope Hat others would lile o fale” part in developing the
assemblings of fhe local historical archive dbout his Stbject

And of covee we primanly want o Wank Svend Jans
Ame Funder and the others  whose imiﬁaﬁve,@umge 1o edit
and sense of exhibition esthetics 1s4he basis of Fhis exii-
bitioh.

Tne ext iin Hhis bodlclet consists of Svend Jans eomment:
on the exhibition’s local historica section. Jt ries o compile
pietes of information about memorable evewnts, persons, and
atmospheres . towever, it is not the complete and fival hishn
of e ocevpation of Dieger
Thanle you very much for lending us beth pliotos and

text /
Kaud Pallesen .

~ Ubou? ﬁmﬁfm and Zore’c/{afé’éy ~
79490 ~ 1945
The Gemman accupation of Denmarle whiich everyone by
surprise., quickly influenced e life on Awager. The Genvan
air 8w eedidtely commandeered Kastrup Airport, and
several marine cutiers equipped for minesweeping, called at
the harbour of Drager during the first days of fhe cccupstion
Those who lived close 1o Hne airport, constantly felt the
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Tortunate ly, an atack was hever carried Q)u% However, Britfish
gevoplanes dropped Imagnetic mines over Drogden, directed
Aaivst Hne spipping. Gradually it became & frequent ex -
perience 10 see aircrafts flowing over the fown and fo hear
e airraid slarws. And the cblgatory air-raid shelters really
came nto yse during the Germans’ violent anti-aircraft five.

Hay 2" 1940, Hhe Welrmacht oole over Diager Tort,
which heresfler was Used 85 & smiall-arms course . When
German priifications were extended in jtvfla nol, Hhe most
modem artillery was conveyed to st - watching nstalla-
fions ¢lose o Fregerteshawn.

T fort n ¥ovgelunden mntinved 1 dunction with
Danish complefement vntill Qugust 29™ 1943 when e
Germaus fervened  against fe Danish wilitany.

Jn the gymnasiom in Drager’s primary school @ first-
ald station was established, wheve parties of volunfeers Showe
vp during the air-rald alarms.

Jt was an exeiting appointment i e darle hovrs , while
the anti- aireiaft cannors veared. But no serious situations
odevved | excepl or ncidents where bumt arew members,
fromt mineexpleded ships , were browght ashore.

~ The Whippdd- eréam fm&: ~

Jn spite of everything, e everyday- life went on even -
frough it was dereeved by e Vorrifuing results of Hhe Germa
ligtiing wer at e European frontlines The Danish govemn -
ment urged for calmness and Steadiness and e welldisipling
German soldiers Yad orders o show goad behaviour, Soon, they

*) The waler between Saltholm™a swall island in Bresond - and Ameger
*%) A small waod ot the westem side of Amager
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Influenced e streetlife ot here They shopped in all the Sops
and at e bacleers fhe rich whipped cream was consumed
abuvidantly ~Jrom a piece of carlon e Germans called
Denmark “fhe whipped eream tront”,while Winston Churelail
had another word for tie pescefull cowntry *"Hitlers cavany

~ Sma[[ and 53{ vern'ls ~

Jn Store Tlagleby the parisht comeil hed & meeting on
,nge \/ery day o{ e oceupation. Avwomgﬂoe
tew items at were discussed, was & notification abaut s
laclcovt rehearsal, and it was decided fo lay out 1dt poison
i April 7 e have to wiewtion +hat one of e very firm Jrediti
m St.Magleby , e Shvovetide riding was cancelled all during
the occupation
Jf one wantd fo hear oftter fhings than Gernan news
of vietory, ovie had fo listen fothe Swedish vadio or “The
Dawish Voice fiom London”-and the German Jamming sation
covldnt prevent that. Little by lile seve il%ga! News papers
were distributed and ey were v great demand , secretly
read avd given 1o -the eighbour.

- Amang Danes abroard e sailors were sowe of the
first fogo intto allied service alter April O™ They were in e
convoy evigation which cost menacinly great %osses of lives
avd fondge , durig e fiest years of the'war. The sailors
from Drag@r who sailed Under Priftish aolours managed fo
get trough the long war . But or some , it was b+ Tyears
before they returmed o Denmarie .

The Germans were 1n o hury jn visitting tae monicipal
authorities But when heir plans and wishes weie o be sobmilte



~poged - Avie Welarmacht belaved Very politely - the beginning.

Pefore lang building activities Were started at the airport,
fiist of allextension of e ruaways . Lile by Little , when ey
realized Hat the sty in Denmare dragged on longer-tian
estimated , ey spread out beyond all bounds Whiich Caused
great visance Tothe Drager area.

Jn November 1044 Hhe German war wachivie vevted The
oymnasivm at Dragets primary school - ey Frained Haree fimes
a weeke . This tenmaney ended after one year. But iv the meadows
south of Drager and v Hhe hawthorw dreas, the Germans dug
hewches for practice Here and m other opein areas , Hrey ordered
e privates about .

~ In 1942 a Dawnish policequard was established at Nords
mole (He northern jetty ateharbour) (v Drager The fishermen
were fo show thelr papers when sailing out - & control which
vsually happenad gently, like wise later on when refugees wer
hidden e boafs. Tre Tanish police got @ quardroom of their
own W the basement of the sehool.

Graduvally, the Germean secret police,ﬁes%épo,pmssed
hard on e sabmtaie groups from Fhe resistance movernent
Resistance men patievlarly exposed, had 0 get away - with
Gestapo n close pursoit This was whien e illegal rafic acrass
Bresund really starded . And Hhis also benefrtted e alliec fyers
who sorvivec# Clashes at Danish terntory . Among otner fivgs,
several people wanled by Gestpo were, fom the end of 4942,
Sailed fo Sledine 1n Sweden from Drager , wherefrom beat builde
Hewrile Pefersen made Wis firsk effort’, assisted by reliable helper

An example ﬁ a quite dartg way of fleeing was 1 the
sommer 1943 Fron” Sydstranden, two brave men dyossed Gresun
in & canoe. They went o Sweden to Englavd o Sene Hhe

) a place just sovth of Drager by Hhe <
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(llied Forces. Y

botn e school avd”™ Drager Strandhotel, were occupied
by fhe Wehrmacht . And e villa "Bla Hane" (Blue Roosker ) next
to e hotel were also overfalcent. Several middle- aged soldliers
were billeted on this villa and Heelr duty was 1o patole the
toast.

The Welrmacht & action against e Danish militany,
began dugust 29™ 4943 early in the woming . But not untl 5:30p
fire Gerwian troops teached the fort v Kongelunden where Prince
Kanud was e Commandig officer &1 that fime. Tne King had
inforwed of what was to be expeckd - and had given orders vot fc
offer any resistance The Germans opeved fire withiout warvivyg
and tne guard atne gate was hurt by twio Shots in Hhe shoulds
Before e fort was 1o be survevddered  fhe stock of light artilery
was made unserviceable. Aﬁw e attade the officers were browgh
b a short infermment at Holmen.

Jn dugust - Seplevnber 14043 e Germans starkd fo
construct a rolr convewor, south of StHagieby, with connecton
{olte airport .4 cement road (Blewns long) were wade aerass 4«
ields From here e Germay plaves aould be driven by Short-
wts Info cover For this purpose A nuwber of ramparts were
made between which the planes could be placed and covered
with camoutlage nefs This ewtire military mstallstions was
protected and quarded by Awti-airtraft bateries and search -
lights , which was senved by & large number of seldiers.

The revt for the Commandeered areas was laid out by
fhe State and arler he war nere were great expenses tonned
with refixing e danmaged areas JIn several cases e owners
teselves had 1o talke part 1 e clearing.

Thovgh He sabotage of wiilitary mstallations on

*The hotel atve harboor in Drager.

*%) 4 wilifary dea in Copenhagen .
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Amager was regarded as extremely riskey, some planes atthe
roller conveyor were destroyed or gravely damaged

.72@’ %:/érse’cu'zm f the fews 1n 1943
hen e German police ried 1o anest the Danish

jews, widespread help was organized 1o bruyg e perseevid
jews 1o Sweden. Ove of e Hignt ways were via Dragar, ane
inthe days aftec Sept. 30™ 1943 A fishing boats from Diage
browgint & lot of famiilies to Slcdne n Sweden . Tre reason
why this was possible was Hat Hhe Wehrmacht Stayed awa
Buﬁ Gestapo wae active, and Oct.4™ ey stroke &t night n
Drager . Cars with Gestapo-men arrived at the harbour
shot warmings and arrested Jugitives who hiad Just arrived Al
his happened a few hundred welere from e fighing harbour
avd Hhose who lnad dlveady ewlered Hine boats had Hive To
ron 1 all direetions. Same hid w fhe fown but many pape
Were brought o St Tlaglby , in Dector Dichs ear, amov
other things The fellowing momivg all e tugrives had o
go 1o Copevinagew fo find ofher way of esaaping.

The nght between Oct. 45" and 2 p r Niels
Pohr and his E&Wﬂ' ly were browght fo Sidine from Drager This
momentious Hight ,wliich focle place in Fhe lighthouse autre
rifies’ beat, was happily accomplished <oHnat Niels ol 1ig
ngland flew fo Qwenca where he laler on particcpatedin
developing e nuclear bomb. One of #rose wWio oroqnized e
%&19\4{ was Eiler Havbude (officed) son of +he [ocal lighthous
ceeper Haubide Wes heauily Tnvolved In e worte of resistan
but In-the beginning of 1945 he was tracked down &F Oler
bro (n Copenliagen and shot by Gesapo -
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~The résistance Fotps ~
Durtng e accupat iod) Hhe wembers of ek U in Sloie
Hagleby had & good commradsinip through Fhe woodeiaft it wee
practiced in e desoriation. s was, fow e end of 4942 Fhe
basis of buiding vp resiskance grovps. Gradually , people wiko
were not mewbers of the KU~ were also admitted fothe group
whiclt weve divided Into units of about 6 mew. Tne otal streuth
which wag ardund @ 1000 ven, was called A2 and ther duty
was fo guard military installations of official building whe:
He occupation reacked Hheend.
Several youry people from Drger entered resistance
%%OUPS in Copenhegen, among ofhers i "Korps %Tgesem and
lytelcnikervie”. One of +he employees &t tie b hall 1n Di-
opr Was on ot basis davght by Gestapo inthe synmer 1944
ﬁn‘ e ned alibies and was released again - Avd ontinped his
work (i e resisiance goup.

" Vitta Bax”

Doring the Fawsporiations of Jewsh fellow covntrymen
a0ssS Presund, nove 01[ the local helpers were revealed Byt
n e long rov ot everyoody avouded a prosecution. Shortly
after Jiew year 1944, papo estdplighed femselves in Villg
Pax" at Nordstranden , and a lot of searcluing began . Severa
of Hne fishermen 1 Dragar, got busy gefting o Sldne and
ot all succeeded i gething away m fime . Several were brough
o Villa Fax " where Here were Danish and German wen
Jwas a local informer who clenounced peogle from e fown

But Gestape dlso effeckd an entrance e lotal national re-
gistation office 10 get informahon. Jn Some eases fhe em -

* (ovsenative Youth ) close 1o @resund in the northem part

X )



-pagett- plovees succeeded In having a lodk at Hhe index cards , and
taein wam e ones wankd by Gestapo Hany of Hose who
were provgt o Villa Fax” were savaged and guestioned
~both heje , and i Copgnhagen |akr o, bepre gy finally
were lodeed vp tn The treclev camp.

~ Flion Nidlsons ~

His. Ellen Nielsen wiho sold fish at Gammel Straind”
Coperhagen had effected contact between the resistance move-
ment in Copenhagen and Hhe fisherment i Degar. Thiough
s work , shie Seavred a lof of people. But wien She was
anesedt by Gestapo 1n 194, she Smaﬂed fgkr her big eforts .
She went Harough wiany inferregafions in Vestre Taovgsel,
whereafter she wes Sent To e Fraslev camp. But Dec 447104
She was tranclered Hom Freslev fo He concentration camp
Ravewsbricle In Germany It was @ women’s camp with n-
human condifions , where wany priconers died from Staniatior
and others were leilled n e gas Chiambers. Togefler with
a lew ofher Soanidinavian prisoners Blen Nielen mana
frough the horrors dnd dame howe with he Red Cross
bueses, bedly aceessed of Typhoid . Jt foole ber Several montns
fo recover ager e Severe rials.

pege "’5 pm’?ane’oas je’ném[ ST policd re’;’&c&[
by provale Corps of watchmdn> ~

Duning Hhe spontaneous general strilee: inthe Summer
4944, the mayor thlger Greisen and the gasworles mana ger

X Alcind o} Koncentration camp th the southierm parf of Jutlawdl close o e n border
fcind of sonceheton e 1 thesevtent portof e Germo
%) Aprison in Copenhnagen .
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Henry Steffensen were arvested by the jermams, in order fo
poinit out, where fo Switelr off gas and water. All over fhe
counttry ey used switthing off e supplies 45 meains
fo evdtie strike.

Mier te Dauish polite had beew falen abacle by the
Germants Sept. 9™ 444 during a false qir-raid warning, dbout
2000 policemen were sent o German WoncentTation -camps . 400
died dudng e sty - Among e some policemen fom Drage:
ad St Hagleby

As an emergency, prate torpses of watchmen were
established all over e aourtry. They Hied 1o festrain & threateniry
nerease in erines. Jn Drsger and StHagleby Hhe volunteer
firemen fooke over, and it was managed witheut widjor dame

 tie events The wattlimen were equipped With brassards  sficke

whigHes and orhes.

~ Medal weapons ~

As evefjwhere inthé country there were probleyns tthe
lccal area Wit procuring weapons forie resistance movement.
s ’ﬁirst equipment was more or less utiquated . Jt was not
untill e last stage of he accupation that more modem
Wedpons were possible o procure . English aud Swedish magh
quus , navdgrenades v wioder riftes Were now part of the
arming Tney were brovght here on marleet Carriages or With
Amagerbdwem,%iddew in Sraw mathings.

A weapon cop from German quards at Krdttdms-
vej also procvred & few rifles But s coup had a sequel,
when e Germans n their searahing succeeded i tinding
tre leader n Stilagleby , the gardener Gernard Jargensen

%) Tve train that ovee drove from Copenhagen fo Drager
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brovgnt clogs o follow the dlue, but the dogs cut Hhemselves
on glass tiom a garden frame and with blood on Their paws
Hey lost their stent - And e search ended ivaout reslt.
A big andt profitable weapon coup happened at a
Frude ggrdem Soutnof St Tagleby n e beginning 01 1945,
Close o thedruck garden Was dn anfr- Aireraft battery wits
German and Danish wmen . Jn e could weather the men
went 1o eat Heir lunel in Hhe furnace rmom in Hhe ruck gade
where fhey Ineautiously |aid Fheir weapons Ove day four armed
resistance men forced fheir way nto e furnace reom and held
op e 20 men. Tveir weapons were colleckd and driven dwar

i acar fomte felephone service who already had assiste

by cuthing e teleplone lines. 3t foole a lovg it jor #ne
Germans fo call Tor assistance and +he weapons were brow
to a safe place The owner of fe +ude garden was of covse
Under suspicion of to -cperation But tough he of covrse was
a party o e case, and Hthovgh he  had weapos hidden af
his place, he Avoided prosecution.

The wainpart of e Young vesistance men had never
had weapons in their hands before, and Herefore anobligafor
Instruction was practised i good hiding places The necessary
target practise cle place 1 "toiler reems in Trucke gardews,
i pigsties, and at Wieder's weaving mill and other strange
places Thistisiey business was mavaged witiout being re -

vealed
- Jorden Revel ~
A sumfternight 1 4944 a Swedish fishing beat
weut jnfo the southacast of AniagerTwo resistance men
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whvio wanded o refum o tve aclive worle were Set ashore

They uought 1t foo peacey I tn Sweden . Jn e darde thay

wid e vicarage in St.Magleby whereto Doctor Dick Scov
was caledin o au “appevidicitis’. The doctors Job was w
fact o drive e two wen o Copanhagen .One of Hiem
was a doctor Jergen Kejel . Later on he was caught, bot
because he was ableto onceal his real identity, he was
Sent. fo Hié Froslev cannp. From here he made a fantashe
Higit, hiddew in @ ease with preaderumbs

The Skl housé, Forgen Palm Polersén and

~ 7(&1 ‘%o[ée’cb ~

When e Shell Yiouse was bambed by oyal Air
Toree Harce 215 4945, a number of conspicuous resistanc
e were lodeed up at fhe fop Hoor. Some of Hhem hirae -
lowsly made fhelr escape out of e byming hildivg,
while ofhers died when severl Hoors erumbled down . Awos
trose who died was Jergen RalmPetersen from Drager
who had been caughl %Qe&%apo fogetiier withh togens
Fog dud Age Schoch - Fhey both got out of fae Shel
folce alive e edifor Ka) fielbech was also present &t
e meeling where the 3atlier wien were caugitt -Gesiap
had set up a Hrap- He had lived in Dager fera number
of yeers te tried o estape fjom Gestapo, but e was shot
dowin A&t the stairs,

argen Talm Pelersern was especially active 1h @

r@sisw‘@mcg g?gop calteﬁf%eped (feterne” wpv?o wo%ked WIth Hrans-
porfation of refugees apd Gourier service o Sweden.

%) And ot direetly 1o g “real” koncentration camp.

%) The ol company Shell's central office 1n Copenhagen -
k%) * The shippivyg agents”
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~ The pilols ~

The pilot “service from Drager worked all during
Trewer under a tremendous risk MosHy becase of #€
large number of magrehic mines , wiich hed been fhrown
down ]fmvm Allied plans and resplid 1n a lot of exp)oﬁav,
of mines. A number of ships and drew mewbers were
lest.

Tiraculously, Hhe pilofs got Hrovgh withaul auy
l0sses, and 1n severa tases e pilot” baafs covld brirg
wovnded sailors ashore.

Arpril 245 4045 A 1ngenious Mmanceuie was
brovgnt off o sail fhe two best” baats o Linihamin in
Swedevt with Several pilots aviel bostswains anbeard Aas
arended with e resistance movermertt . The it and
8t of e pilotocats remained 1 e harbour, painted in
A few colovr and imade unrecognizable.

~ Tfui [457 monhs ~ ‘

Jn +the aufyran 194 e sahoot D@g@r g
been commandeered by the Wenrmaclit as wany other
sgaoals Haroughout e Country . Jn he last mondis” bepre
fhe relief, the stlaoo! was used as a camp hospikal for
27 wounded German Soldjes . For seuedl months nonden -
proist thapel and e fomer (ibrary in Von Osten sgade
was used as stlacol Hor e bavished " pupils.

gor ~fhe tosy (tlle pre~ war ferry was Commg,
deered Dy fhe Germans in the last months of war Shortly
attec el 1t was Sunleen wthe Kiel Gwval in Germany by
allied planes.

Accora;‘ng fo ewtirely new infornaton around 0
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13,

Amencan bonbers, escorfed by 600 pursuit planes, were
on et way from Bngland fowards Devimade Aprd 27
1945 The purpose was To deshoy Genman airfields tn this
dountry. Pul becavse of Hae Wicle fog e mackines was
called back Tere 15 o dovkt Haat s altace in several
wayswould have cost ys dear, also on Amager!

~ AL sl - e #elicf ! ~

The night betweenn Yy 4™ and 5™, all members of ¥he
residance moement Was mobilized . Jn St Magleby Hhe school
became e revidezvous, wherefom men covld be Sewt out o
assigned asks The arming was now in order but tn-the clarifies
vmilgarg stfuation e tse of Weqpans Was very litHe outhere.
But e men were busy wllecting*weapons , which +he Gemans
hed 1o give Up.

When Hhe capitulation was finally 8 fact  fhe happines
of Jreedom was acompanied by gloomy events thowgh Like
many other places n the country the last days dlso Cost |oSses
o lves 1n Deger Late &t nighd Hay 4™ & young man -
Dircht Strebech- was shot down & Engve)” by Dinlanowy
o-Henders. Hay 6™ tolger Kampmann Arnild was keilled
when he wneavtiosly crossed the Vestgrenningent witha
qun ™ his hand , in order 1o seffle accounts with Gesiape
Who hid in #he sthool M e fire station e was Shot from.
e windows n the schcol and Another man was alnnost
cilled becavse fe ried fo rescue hum , but he got ot of
nom's wWay. -

And liHfle by litfle, nformation abovt ¥ese who Suecumbe
Io 4he suffering in e Gerwan concentration camps.
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But n the night on Hag 4™ candles were lit in all
windows , And Hre mayor Greisen and his wife were falcevt
all over Drager in Doclor Dich's doack, pullad by evthusiasti
fownsimen e long war ended in joy Over e reqaimed free
dovn - buf-also in griel for Hrese who payed with therr
lives.

-pegeZ?x



COVER - PICTURE * Tlewbeis of e resistavce movement have
stolen e swastila fag attie fot in Drager and the Danne
breg IS run up.



PAGE6: German Juncleers” freignter & Kastrup Airport. Taleen
In April-Hay 1940 ,when it was sfill passible 1o get near the
Alrport



PAGE 9: Peacetul Danish contrd with fidaing beats on theur
way out .~ The Northern Jetty, Sept. 1042, .



PAGE 44: Shand hotellet” waé, anong other ‘HAMQS, COMMAN -
ceerad by the Welinmaclht But now s over and everything
s being packed vp onder sureillance.
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brougt ashore &t Strandstien in Drager 4943

PAGE 43: The crew Jrom a crash |anded Genman plae 1
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PAGE 45: Prisoners mrom HHosky get & Wanm reception ot theu
retum fo Orager On Hhe carmiade vou can 2ee from e left -
e backer Geora Josen, whese wite (next fo him ) has drivew
8long e last distance . Benind e raised hand - fisherro
Jews Weesling.
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PAGE 23: tewm Ders o} the resistance mOvevvxev»{ ﬁom 'Jrhe outh
of Amager & gatiering ot fhe churcla In St Hegleby earty in

the morning Hay D



PAGE 242 Tre loca Women's Voluntary Services ook care of Hhe
necessdry feod - Here ey are preparing He dinver 1n the base
ment &t +he sthool n ﬁ‘iag[ebg.



PAGE 25: Between e Serious duties there were also Hime

et € cmt—

r & lithe nab on the green areas &t e sthool i S ﬁdg!eby
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PAGE 26¢ Edvard Olsen and Carl karsen - roadmender - are
loldergadk.

taneelling Yhe wire em+amg,1¢vnem{ n |



PAGE 37¢ And at last boat builder Hewnrte Pelrsen was on
hrm ground - with his daugafer in his ams.
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