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We, humans, have a special connection to clouds. We seem to recognize everything from faces 
to rearing horses reflected in these formations in the sky. But certain clouds signify something 
different than a mere approaching rainstorm or a vivid imagination. Those are the kind of clouds 
that are shaped by destruction, the kind that are pulled upwards and bloom like a mushroom 
after a nuclear detonation, or furiously rise over an erupting volcano and become terrifying 
epitomes of nature’s immense powers. 

Juan Hein has turned his fascination towards the realm of technology, mining the digital cloud 
instead of seeking clouds in the sky. He peers into a vast body of information and images, and 
captures and re-photographs what he finds most interesting. He chooses the motif, he enlarges 
it, crops it and digitally manipulates it. This process stretches the final image into something in 
between an almost classical etching, with strong sculptural aspects, and a deliberately pixelated 
digital meta-reality. By doing this, Hein points to the very origin of the picture – historically, 
technically and conceptually. 

In the age of fake news, the book is asking one simple question; is what you see true or false? Is 
it beauty or horror, a paraphrase of an illusive Chinese proverb or a meta-reality created by the 
mastermind. What do we actually see? Bombings, natural disasters or the silhouette of a rearing 
horse? Documented truth, aesthetic choices or pure fiction? Hopefully the answer will remain in 
flux just as fluid and transient as the clouds themselves. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Juan Hein is a visual artist working with different mediums. He was born in Argentina in 1971 and 
moved to Denmark in 2006 where he lives and works today. Hein has exhibited in Argentina, 
Brasil, Denmark, Sweeden, Italy and Kroatia; is the author of the book This is not a 
photograph (2001) and the film The killing of a Danish swan (2011). Juan Hein is the grandson of 
famous Danish poet, inventor and mathematician Piet Hein. 
 
ABOUT DISKO BAY  
Disko Bay is an independent photobook publisher based in Copenhagen, Denmark. We focus on 
talented photographers and Fine Art photography and we are dedicated to exploring the 
possibilities of photography on paper. Disko Bay collaborates with photographers, designers and 
print makers to curate and craft unique books in very limited print runs. Our aim is to promote 
Danish photographers on the international scene of photography and in the world of 
photobooks. Disko Bay is the first publisher in Denmark to focus exclusively on this art genre.  



 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOOK DETAILS 
Hardcover 
ISBN 978-87-970520-6-8 
20 × 25 cm 
19 monochrome plates 
44 pages 
Text by Danish art critic Trine Ross 
Edition of 400 
Printed in Denmark by Narayana Press 
Design: Spine Studio 
Published by Disko Bay November 2020 
Price: €30 / $35 
 
The book can be mentioned but not reviewed before the release date.  
 
For further information, requesting a review copy or interview queries:  
Stinus Duch, Publisher and Editor  
Tel: +45 61655364  
Email: stinus@diskobay.org 
 
Distribution via IDEA books (outside Denmark) 
Contact: Belinda Visser 
belinda@ideabooks.nl or idea@ideabooks.nl 
Tel +31 20 6226154 
 
Press material and images can be downloaded at the bottom of the page here:  
 
  


