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20 March 2024 – For immediate release  

 

STATEMENT FROM WORLD BOXING  

FOLLOWING THE IOC EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

 

“World Boxing welcomes the clear position provided by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) at its press 

conference (19 March 2024) on the status of boxing at the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games. 

 

“The comments made by the IOC send a clear message to Boxing National Federations that they must join and 

support a new International Federation immediately if Boxing is to remain on the Olympic Programme, or the 

sport will not be part of future editions of the Olympic Games after Paris 2024, which will have devastating 

consequences for young boxers, at all levels, across the world. 

 

“World Boxing aims to be the new International Federation and has been established with the primary aim of 

ensuring that boxing remains at the heart of the Olympic Movement.  It has been founded on the principles of 

integrity, honesty and excellence and is underpinned by rigorous governance practices, designed to put the 

interests of boxers first and ensure that the integrity of the sport is guaranteed and competition is fair. 

 

“World Boxing will seek recognition from the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and, should it choose to 

engage with us, we are committed to working constructively and collaboratively with National Federations and 

all stakeholders to develop a pathway that will preserve boxing’s place on the Olympic programme at Los 

Angeles 2028 and beyond. 

 

“With its comments, the IOC has sent a direct and unequivocal message to everyone connected with the sport 

and we call upon all National Federations and everyone that cares about boxers and the future of boxing to join 

and support World Boxing and work with us to ensure that boxing remains at the heart of the Olympic 

Movement.” 

 

ENDS 

 

For further media information, contact World Boxing’s media representatives at: 
▪ Media@worldboxing.org 

▪ Lee Murgatroyd, Director, Point Communications Ltd 

o Email: lee.murgatroyd@pointcommunications.co 

o Tel: +44 7974 161 166 

 

Background Information: 

World Boxing was launched in April 2023 and aims to ensure that boxing remains at the heart of the Olympic 

movement.  27 National Federations, covering every continent that participates in Olympic-style boxing are 

members of World Boxing.  The first cohort was made-up of USA Boxing, New Zealand Boxing, Boxing Australia, 

GB Boxing, England Boxing and the Dutch Boxing Federation.  They were joined in August 2023 by the National 

Federations for boxing in Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Germany, Honduras and Sweden.  The next two groups to 

join included Denmark, Mongolia, Panama, French Polynesia, Finland, Iceland, Jamaica, Nigeria, Norway and 

the Czech Republic.  The most recent cohort of members in October 2023 was comprised of Philippines, 

Scotland, Wales, Suriname and the US Virgin Islands. 
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In November 2023, World Boxing held its inaugural Congress in Frankfurt where it conducted open, 

transparent and fair elections which saw members vote to elect a President, Boris van der Vorst, and an 

Executive Board. 


