
Wetlands: 

Climate change & the  
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“To work in them you 

normally need wellies 

but you don’t need a 

boat” 
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Giant inefficient compost heaps 
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Tollund Man 
Denmark 

1950 
2,500 years old 

Lindow Man 
Cheshire 

1984 

2,000 years old 

 

Cashell Man 
Ireland  

2011 

4,000 years old 



Carbon Farming 
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Wet meadow 
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Wet meadow 
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 Brief periods of flooding and longer periods of 

saturation 

 Occasional standing water 

 High plant diversity 

 Attract large numbers of birds, small mammals 

and insects 

 Meadow – regular vegetation removal 

 Becoming rarer in the UK 

 

The Hay Wain. John Constable. 1821  



How? 
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1. Amount of water (and when) 

2. Quality of water 

3. Vegetation management 
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Where we’re at… 
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 Advisory panel 

 EA, CWaC, Friends group, Land Trust, local MP 

and councillors, Bangor University, Chester Zoo, 

Cheshire Wildlife Trust, Chester University, TCV 

Merseyside, Friends of the Earth Chester & 

District 

 Project group 

 Land acquisition 

 Surveys 

 Fundraising 

 

 



The steps 
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Building initial 

treatment wetland & 

irrigation channels 

Flood water holding 

area. Vegetation 

management. 

Board walks and 

educational 

resources 

Hide/educational 

centre 

1 2 

3 4 



The wins 

 Create a rare, beautiful and valued habitat 

 Increase biodiversity 

 Aid flood mitigation 

 Treat water pollutants 

 Educate 

 Research site 

 Wellbeing 
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The potential? 

London Wetland Centre 
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Chester Wetland Centre 
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