
Welcome to the Choral Foundation’s 
Autumn 2025 newsletter. 

In this edition, we celebrate a 
tremendous year for the Choir of the 
Chapel Royal, now under new leadership 
– which we are proud to support. We also 
celebrate another successful year of our 
Songstars programme, building up a love 
of singing within local schools.
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NEW MUSICAL DIRECTOR FOR THE CHOIR

�e Choir’s new musical director, 
Alexander Hamilton, o�cially took up 
his post on 1 September 2025. Alexander 
was welcomed at his o�cial installation on 
21 September, at a special Evensong, with 
splendid music from Dyson, Howells and 
Whitlock, followed by a reception for the 
congregation and Choir. �e Choral 
Foundation has already been working 
closely with Alexander as he builds out his 
vision for taking the Choir forward, and 
we look forward to supporting an exciting 
new era for the music of the Chapel. 

�e Choral Foundation and the Chapel 
Royal community bade farewell to his 
predecessor, Carl Jackson, at a special 
service of thanks in July. After nearly 30 
years of service, in which he has 
transformed the Choir’s musicianship, 
the whole community expressed its deep 
gratitude for his commitment and 
inspiration. �e Choral Foundation 
supported a gift of a framed professional 
photo of the full Choir to mark his 
departure.

THE CHOIR RECORDS 
ORLANDO GIBBONS

�e Foundation has been delighted to 
support a new recording by the Choir, 
directed by Carl Jackson, of a range of 
music by Orlando Gibbons. 

Orlando Gibbons at the Chapel Royal 
commemorates the 400th anniversary of 
Gibbons’ death in June 1625. Gibbons 
was the Chapel Royal composer and the 
music featuring in the recording was 
almost certainly performed in the Chapel 
over 400 years ago. 

�e recording includes Gibbons’ 
masterpiece See, See, �e Word is Incarnate 
with its intricate counterpoint. It also 
includes Gibbons’ Second Service and a 
range of devotional motets including 
Hosanna to the Son of David and Drop, 
Drop, Slow Tears. 

�e Choral Foundation wishes to 
thank all those who have contributed to 
this project, which is expected to be a 
landmark recording. �e new disc will 
be released by Resonus Classics on 
21 November and will be 
launched on 23 November 
with a Choral Evensong 
service followed by 
a drinks reception 
celebrating 
the event.

FOUNDATION STRATEGY AND CHAIR

As noted in our previous newsletter, Jane 
Crowther was elected as Interim Chair 

of the Choral Foundation in March 
2025. She continues in post 

pending the appointment of a 
permanent Chair. Under 

her leadership, the 
Choral Foundation – 
in collaboration with 

the whole Chapel team – 
has been undertaking a full 

review of the Choral Foundation’s 
strategy – encompassing how we think 

about our goals, how we work with all our 
stakeholders (including our donors, the 
Chapel team, the Choir and parents, and 

the Chapel congregation), and how to 
ensure that the music of the Chapel Royal 
is strongly supported for the future. 

We will provide further details in 
following newsletters. As part of the 
strategy refresh, the Choral Foundation 
will be increasing its engagement with 
donors and other stakeholders in the 
coming months, and we look forward to 
working with all of those who support us 
and who we in turn support. 

�e Choral Foundation trustees and 
team have also underscored their 
commitment to safeguarding in all they do 
and have taken part in the Historic Royal 
Palaces Safeguarding audit in 2025.

MUSIC LESSONS FOR CHORISTERS 
In the summer term, the Choral 
Foundation implemented a signi�cant 
increase in the bursaries we provide 
to all the choristers of the Chapel Royal. 

�e bursaries have been increased from 

£780 to £1200 per year per chorister. 
�e bursaries support the choristers’ music 
lessons – either singing or instrumental – 
to support their broader musical education 
and contribution to the Choir.
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�e Choral Foundation continues to be 
very proud to support Songstars, which 
seeks to build a love of singing and music 
within schools in our local community of 
Hounslow. 

�e work of the team across the year in 
three schools – Orchard Primary, Grove 
Road Primary and Smallberry Green 
Primary – culminated in a fantastic concert 
in the Chapel Royal in June, which 
brought together the musical talents of all 
the participating students (150 in total), 
the Choir, the Chapel music team and a 

range of guest musicians including a 
percussionist and two trumpeters. �e 
programme included music ranging from 
Vivaldi and Handel to Katy Perry. 

�e Choral Foundation sends its thanks 
to our departing Songstars animateur, 
Laurel Neighbour, and welcomes our new 
animateur, Isobel Chesman, to the team. 
Isobel is a quali�ed primary and secondary 
school music teacher and works as an 
animateur for Berkshire Music Trust, 
a Choral Development Leader at 
Tewkesbury Abbey and as a voice coach 
at Derby Cathedral. 

�e Foundation has been working 
closely with the Songstars team to enhance 
the programme, and its e�ectiveness, 
actively seeking feedback from those 
involved. �e programme has received a 
grant of £30,000 (spread over two years) 
from the Cathedral Music Trust, which 
will be focused on working with the 
Chapel music team on developing young 
voices and working in school settings.

ANOTHER GREAT YEAR FOR SONGSTARS

In early October the Chapel hosted a 
wonderful Chorister Experience Day for 
potential new choristers. �e Foundation 
is delighted to be able to support the work 
of the Choir as they build for the future. 

�e Foundation has been proud to 
support a wide range of Choir activities 
in the past year – notably including a very 
successful visit to sing at the Church of 
King Charles the Martyr in Tunbridge 
Wells, celebrating the 400th anniversary 
of the accession of King Charles I to the 

throne. �e Chapel also hosted a 
splendid Evensong in November, 

jointly sung by the Choir of the 
Chapel Royal and the Choir 

of Derby Cathedral. 
�e Choir and the 

wider team have an 
exciting programme of 
events for the coming 
months. As ever, the 
Christmas season is 

amongst the Choir’s busiest parts of the 
year, with a wealth of opportunities to 
enjoy their music. Keep an eye on the 
Chapel Royal website for further details. 
• Orlando Gibbons at the Chapel Royal 

CD launch event at the Chapel Royal 
23 November at 3.30pm 

• Teddingtones Concert 
at the Chapel Royal 
Raising funds for Songstars 
26 November at 7.30pm 
Tickets available via Eventbrite – 
https://bit.ly/3Jjf3Vn 

• Mitre Christmas Lights 
27 November at 6.15pm 

• Bitesize Carols 
6 December at 11am, 1pm and 3pm 

• Nine Lessons and Carols 
21 December at 3.30pm and 6pm 

• Christmas Midnight Mass 
24 December at 11pm 

• Christmas Day Eucharist 
25 December at 11am

EVENTS

SUPPORT US

�e Foundation ended its �nancial year in 
a good �nancial position, enabling us to 
continue to support the music of the 
Chapel Royal and our other projects. 
�e generous support of all our donors 
has allowed us to increase our support for 
Choristers, as explained above. 

�ank you to all our donors and 
supporters; we are extremely grateful for 
your ongoing generosity. �e Foundation 
has recently received a number of generous 
legacies which have been received with 
huge gratitude: they will be put to good 
use in support of the music of the Chapel 
Royal. For new donors, there are lots of 
di�erent ways to support us: 
• Sponsor a chorister - �e Choral 
Foundation recognises that providing 
bursaries to broaden our choristers’ 
musical abilities is vital, but the cost of a 
music education has risen signi�cantly. 
We are therefore looking for individuals to 
sponsor a chorister’s instrumental and 
vocal lessons with an annual gift of 
£1,200. 
• Leave a legacy - if you are interested in 
leaving a bequest to support the future of 
music at the Chapel Royal, Hampton 
Court Palace, please contact our 
Administrator Louise Cole. 
• Make a donation - whether you choose 
to give regularly or make a one-o� 
contribution, you can donate via 
JustGiving – https://bit.ly/47ERe2e 
• Tell your friends and family about the 
wonderful music at the Chapel Royal and 
how the Choral Foundation is supporting 
this. 

If you feel able to help in this way or are 
interested in supporting any other aspect 
of our work, please feel free to speak in 
con�dence to our Choral Foundation 
administrator Louise Cole on 
louise.cole@choralfoundation.org.uk 

If you no longer wish to receive e-mails 
or news updates from �e Choral 
Foundation, please e-mail 
choral.foundation@hrp.org.uk to 
unsubscribe.
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�e Choral Foundation preserves and promotes 
the unique heritage of English Choral Music at 
�e Chapel Royal, Hampton Court Palace. 
 
For further information please contact Louise Cole 
via e-mail louise.cole@choralfoundation.org.uk  
 
�e Choral Foundation supports music at �e 
Chapel Royal, a living vibrant church, located at 
the heart of the historic Palace of Hampton Court. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the regular services

held in the Chapel Royal and to worship in the 
place where kings and queens have done so for 
centuries. �e Choir sings Choral Matins or Sung 
Eucharist at 11am and Evensong at 3.30pm every 
Sunday (except during the Choir recess in the 
summer). �e services are from the Book of 
Common Prayer. �ose attending �e Chapel for 
a service only do not pay the Palace entrance fee. 
Please enter by Tennis Court Lane. 
 
www.chapelroyalhamptoncourt.org.uk

Songstars at 

the Chapel Royal


