Dear Choral Foundation Supporters,

The past few months have been a period of
change for the Choral Foundation. We've bid
farewell to cherished colleagues, welcomed new
appointments to our Board of Trustees, increased
our funding to the chapel, and expanded our
Songstars schools singing programme.
CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP

In February, Paul Cutts stepped down as Chair
due to personal circumstances. We extend our
heartfelt thanks for his contributions over the past
18 months and wish him all the best in his future
endeavours. Under Paul’s leadership, the Choral
Foundation made significant strides in fulfilling
its mission — appointing new trustees, welcoming
a new Treasurer and Secretary, continuing
fundraising efforts, and developing a three-year
strategic plan for our Songstars community
outreach programme. Jane Crowther will serve as
Interim Chair while we seek a permanent
replacement. The trustees have now begun the
recruitment process for the new Chairperson.

A FOND FAREWELL TO FORMER
TRUSTEES

We would also like to extend our deepest
gratitude and thanks to former trustees. Prior
Chair, Peter Havelock, was a founding trustee of
the Choral Foundation and on the board for 12
years. Michele Price, a catalyst for much of our
fundraising success, was a trustee for five years
and the Foundation’s manager for seven. Deborah
Fearn spent nine years as a trustee including a
period managing fundraising. Richard
Champness was Company Secretary for nine
years, and James Irving was on the board for four.
Richard Marshall also served for three years. Nigel
Walley has also stepped down as the Choral
Foundation’s treasurer after coming to the end of
his three-year term. Their contributions to the
growth of the Foundation are unmatched and we
owe them all a debt of gratitude for their service
and ongoing support as donors.

MEET OUR TRUSTEES

Our current Trustees would be glad to talk to you
about the Choral Foundation so please do get in
touch if you would like to find out more or are
interested in supporting us in any way.

¢ Jane Crowther, Interim Chair. Jane has been a
Trustee of the Choral Foundation for the past
three years, joining shortly after her son
concluded his time as a Chorister at the Chapel.
She is also a Director of Historic Royal Palaces, a
key strategic partner of both the Chapel Royal
and the Choral Foundation. She was previously a
Director at the Royal Opera House and Deputy
Chair at The Bach Choir.

jane.crowther @choralfoundation.org.uk

* Susan Gent, Company Secretary. Susan is a
qualified solicitor, specialising in charity law and
governance. She is the Company Secretary for
both the Royal Albert Hall and the Exhibition
Road Cultural group and has held a number of
trustee roles. She is delighted to join the board
of the Choral Foundation to help promote
choral music and the Chapel Royal to all.
susan.gent@choralfoundation.org.uk

° Simon James, Treasurer. Simon joined the
Choral Foundation as a trustee in September
and now serves as Treasurer. He supported his
son’s seven years in the Chapel Royal choir,
which concluded in the last four years. A fellow
of CIMA, he brings a love of choral music,
heritage and making finances work for
education and the arts. He is also a Non-
Executive Director of the London Mozart
Players and the University of Bedfordshire and
lives in Esher.

simon.james @choralfoundation.org.uk

e Justin Basini. Justin became a Trustee in 2024
and was a chorister with the Chapel many, many
years ago. It was a formative experience. He is
now the Founder and CEO of the Clearscore
Group, a Non-Executive Director of the
Competition and Markets Authority, and Chair
of the MoneyCharity.
Jjustin.basini@choralfoundation.org.uk

* Richard Rothwell, a Founding Trustee of the
Choral Foundation in 2011 has a long
association with the Chapel Royal, having been
baptised there in the 1960’s and married there
by Canon Denis Mulliner in 2001. Family
folklore is that he saw “The Grey Lady” ghost of
Hampton Court while pushing his great aunt’s
wheelchair when aged about three! Richard runs
an investment advisory business.
richard.rothwell@choralfoundation.org.uk

* Charles Béquignon-MacDougall has been a
trustee of the Choral Foundation for the past
three years and is responsible for overseeing our
wonderful Songstars programme. Beyond his
work on the board, he is Creative Director of
Gabrieli Consort and Players, ABRSM Choral
Consultant, Musical Director of the Trinity
Laban Conservatoire Chamber Choir, a Britten-
Pears Ambassador, and directs two community
choirs and one upper voices group in London
charles.macdougall @choralfoundation.org.uk
® Martin McElwee. Martin became a trustee in
2024. He is a partner at the law firm Freshfields,
and also the organist at two churches in Surrey.
martin.mcelwee @choralfoundation.org.uk

¢ Elaine Rowlands. Elaine is our trustee lead on
safeguarding. Elaine has lived in Hounslow and
is a strong advocate of Songstars. Elaine was
born in Liverpool and her first memories of
choral singing were a national choirs event,
Central Hall, Methodist Church, Westminster.

elaine.rowlands@choralfoundation.org.uk

e Alexander Scully. Alexander is the Deputy
Comptroller in the Lord Chamberlain’s Office at
the Royal Houschold. He looks after the major
ceremonial events and the Royal Ecclesiastical
Household. As such he works with all the
Chapels’ Royal and is the Choral Foundation’s
main link into the Royal Household.
alexander.scully @choralfoundation.org.uk

¢ Ruth Vanni. Ruth joined the Choral
Foundation in 2024, bringing extensive
experience in education and performance.

As a coordinator and teacher of prep school
music and drama at St Catherine’s School in
Twickenham, Ruth is dedicated to nurturing
young talent. She has trained as an Opera singer
at the Royal Academy and is currently singing
with the Foundation Singers at St Nicolas in
Guildford and with Richmond Opera.
ruth.vanni@choralfoundation.org.uk

* Michael Wood. Mike’s professional background
is in Corporate Finance, investment and tourism.
He is President of the Marrakech International
Storytelling Festival and Chairman of the British
Moroccan Society. He was introduced to the
Chapel Royal by fellow trustee Charles
MacDougall following a community choir project
in Marrakech.
mike.wood@choralfoundation.org.uk
HONOURING

A LEGACY —

CARL JACKSON’S
RETIREMENT

After an incredible 29
years of service, Carl
Jackson MVO, the
Chapel Royal’s Director
of Music, has announced
his retirement effective August 2025. Under his
leadership, the musical life of the Chapel Royal
has flourished, and his guidance has been
instrumental in its continued success. The Choral
Foundation is collaborating with Hampton Court
Palace to ensure a fitting tribute to Carl’s
outstanding contributions.

‘WELCOMING
ALEXANDER
HAMILTON As
DIRECTOR OF
Music

As we bid farewell to one
chapter, we eagerly
anticipate the next.
We're thrilled to
welcome Alexander Hamilton as the new Director
of Music, starting in September. The Choral
Foundation was delighted to work with the
Chapel Team and HRP to help recruit Alexander
and we look forward to partnering with him and
supporting his vision for Chapel music.



THE CHORAL FOUNDATION’S MISSION
The Choral Foundation provides support and
funding to preserve and promote the unique
heritage of choral music at Hampton Court Palace
Chapel Royal and make it accessible to all.

We are delighted to share that we have just
approved an increase in our chorister bursaries
from £780 to £1,200 per year — a significant uplift
that will help meet the rising cost of music lessons.
This increase is largely thanks to benchmarking
efforts led by our former Chair, Paul Cutts, who
was committed to aligning the bursary with other
choir schools. We are immensely grateful for his
dedication in driving this forward.

Beyond these bursaries — amounting to over
£20,000 per year — the Choral Foundation also
provides £10,000 annually to support the ongoing
costs of Chapel music. Additional grants are
awarded for recordings and special events,
including last October’s memorable trip to
Ipswich. Songstars, our flagship community
singing programme, is now in its third year of
funding, bringing music to primary school
children across Hounslow.

Further details on the projects we support can
be found throughout this newsletter.
CHORISTER OPEN DAY
On Saturday, 5 October 2024, the Chapel Royal
welcomed local schoolboys aged 7 to 9 years
to experience life as a chorister.

This annual family-friendly event provides a
unique opportunity for young singers and their
families to explore the exciting world of choral
music at the Chapel. The day included:

* A choral workshop with the Director of Music
and music staff.

* Q&A sessions with current choristers and their
parents.

* A chance to sing in the Chapel Royal —
graciously permitted by His Majesty The King.

* Tea with the choristers, offering informal time to
connect and learn more.

The event was a resounding success, leading to the
selection of four prospective choristers who are
expected to officially join the Choir by September
2025.

If you think your child might be interested in
becoming a chorister, we encourage you to contact
Sophie Baylis (Music and Choir Coordinator) via
email choristeropenday@hrp.org.uk
CHORAL VisIT To IPswiCH
In October 2024, the Choral Foundation proudly
supported the Choir’s weekend trip to Ipswich,
where they joined forces with the choir of St.
Mary-le-Tower for a memorable Saturday concert
at Jubilee Hall, Aldeburgh, followed by a joint

Sunday service.

The Choral Foundation preserves and promotes
the unique heritage of English Choral Music at
The Chapel Royal, Hampton Court Palace.

For further information please contact
Louise Cole.

choral.foundation@hrp.org.uk
020 3166 6516
www.chapelroyalhamptoncourt.org.uk

This special event was part of the 550th
anniversary celebrations of Thomas Wolsey’s birth,
which began in Ipswich — his home county of
Suffolk — in March 2023 and was planned to span
550 days. The performance received high praise,
including a glowing review in Church Times
https://bit.ly/44FUISv The article highlighted
the uniqueness of Jubilee Hall as a venue, noting
that while it was well suited for Vivaldi’s Gloria,
the earlier choral works, including Byrd’s Ave
verum corpus and Tallis’s Salvator Mundi,
presented a rewarding challenge.

The trip was a fantastic opportunity for
collaboration and musical excellence, and we’re

thrilled to have helped make it possible!

SONGSTARS
Songstars is
the Choral
Foundation’s
schools
outreach
programme,
created in
partnership
with the
London Borough of Hounslow’s Music Service,
led by Oonagh Barry. Over the years, Songstars
has built a strong reputation for the quality of
its work, depth of engagement, and transformative
impact — especially in enhancing classroom
teachers’ confidence and ability to deliver
high-quality singing instruction in schools.
The programme is overseen by Choral Foundation
trustee Charles MacDougall and directed by Sarah
Rennix, who shares the latest developments and
her vision for the project:

“Music is an essential part of a broad and

ambitious curriculum for all pupils.

It must not be the preserve of the privileged few.”

(National Plan for Music Education 2022).

I couldn’t agree more and was thrilled to lead
on the development of the first Songstars pilot
programme in 2022. It is incredibly joyful to share
the rich musical history of the Chapel Royal and
the passion of the Choral Foundation with school
children in Hounslow who would otherwise never
encounter this beloved art form. Studies show a
major decline in music education in our schools,
with a substantial decrease in curriculum time and
a lack of skilled teachers. Our programme
responds to this by offering a tailored scheme of
support for classroom teachers to increase their
confidence in delivering regular, high-quality
singing sessions with their pupils.

Since the launch of the programme three years
ago, we have worked with eight primary schools,
reached 420 children through our weekly singing
sessions, and have mentored over 40 teachers to

The Choral Foundation supports music at

The Chapel Royal, a living vibrant church,
located at the heart of the historic Palace of
Hampton Court. Everyone is welcome to attend
the regular services held in the Chapel Royal and
to worship in the place where kings and queens
have done so for centuries.

The Choir sings Choral Matins or Sung Eucharist
at 11am and Evensong at 3.30pm every Sunday
(except during the choir recess in the summer).
The services are from the Book of Common Prayer.
Those attending The Chapel for a service only do

develop their musicianship and singing skills.
Our end-of-year concerts also involve the Chapel
Consort, choristers, Director of Music, and
professional instrumentalists. These occasions are
hugely inspiring for the young people we work
with and for many it is the first time they have
heard live classical musicians.

We have some very exciting developments in
the pipeline too, including a new collaborative
commission by Sophie Efthimiou, performances
in schools from our Chapel Consort, an animateur
mentoring programme for the Chapel music team,
an increase in the number of sessions we deliver
cach week, and a new ‘Pathways’ resource to
encourage children to keep singing after the
programme ends.

“It was just phenomenal to go to the Chapel Royal
and to have children from different cultural heritages,
all in this space together, learning about the history
and heritage of the space, singing with the choristers.
Ir will never leave those children”— Oonagh Barry,
CEO of Hounslow Music Service.

We remain grateful to Oonagh Barry, head of
Hounslow Music Service, for her continuing
support of this transformative project — as well as
to our excellent team who deliver the programme.
Surport Us
Thank you to all our donors and supporters, we
are extremely grateful for your ongoing generosity
and for a number of recent bequests in wills.

For new donors, there are lots of different ways to
support us:

* Sponsor a chorister - The Choral Foundation
recognises that providing bursaries to broaden our
choristers’ musical abilities is vital, but the cost of
a music education has risen significantly. We are
therefore looking for 16 individuals to sponsor a
chorister’s instrumental and vocal lessons with an
annual gift of £1,200.

* Leave a legacy - if you are interested in leaving a
bequest to support the future of music at the
Chapel Royal, Hampton Court Palace, please
contact our Administrator Louise Cole.

* Make a donation - whether you choose to give
regularly or make a one-off contribution, you can
donate via JustGiving — https://bit.ly/3F7WrW3
* Tell your friends and family about the
wonderful music at the Chapel Royal and how the
Choral Foundation is supporting this.

If you feel able to help in this way or are
interested in supporting any other aspect of our
work, please feel free to speak in confidence to
Choral Foundation administrator Louise Cole on
Louise. Cole@hrp.org.uk

If you no longer wish to receive emails
or news updates from The Choral Foundation,
please email choral.foundation @hrp.org.uk to
unsubscribe.

not pay the Palace entrance fee. Please enter by
Tennis Court Lane.
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