
The  First  Italo-Abyssinian  War  was  a  war  fought  in  Ethiopia  between  
the  Kingdom  of  Italy  and  the  Empire  of  Abyssinia  in  1895  and  1896.

One  of  the  Italians'  reasons  for  going  to  war  was  the  bilingual  Wuchale  Treaty,  
which  in  Italian  stated  that  Ethiopia  would  become  an  Italian  protectorate,  
while  in  Amharic  simply  stated  that  Ethiopia  could  choose  to  use  Italian  
diplomats  for  foreign  negotiations.  The  Italians  had  before  this  supported  
Emperor  Menelik  II  in  uniting  the  country  and  proclaiming  himself  emperor.  The  
Ethiopians  hoped  for  European  help,  especially  from  France,  but  such  help  
did  not  come.

Ethiopia's  military  victory  in  the  war  made  it  the  only  African  country  that  
militarily  resisted  European  colonization.

The  Italians  were  crushed  at  the  Battle  of  Adwa  when  they  tried  to  retreat.  
Ethiopian  independence  was  thereby  secured  for  a  period,  but  later  Italy  
under  Benito  Mussolini  conquered  the  country  in  1936  during  the  Second  

Italo-Abyssinian  War,  and  made  Ethiopia  part  of  Italian  East  Africa.

Uniforms  1895
Italian  Expeditionary  Force  in  East  Africa






























