The London Regiment, Territorial Force, ca.
1914

Indledning

The London Regiment, Territorial Force, blev oprettet den 1. april 1908, da Territorial Forces blev
formeret som paraplyorganisation for den engelske hars frivillige reserveenheder.

38" Middlesex (Artists') Volunteer Rifle Corps in Camp, 1884.
Malet af Godfrey Merry.
Gengivet efter et postkort fra National Army Museum, London.

Forgengeren for Territorial Force var en bevaegelse af forsvarsinteresserede borgere, sammensluttet i
frivillige skyttekorps, Rifle Volunteers. Denne bevaegelse startede i 1859 af frygt for en fransk invasion.

Disse frivillige skyttekorps, suppleret med et antal underafdelinger af andre vébenarter, udgjorde frem til
1908 en broget og til tider uregerlig samling af enheder, der alene kunne inds&ttes 1 forsvaret af England.
Under Boerkrigen blev der behov for at forsterke de regulere enheder, som ke&mpede i Sydafrika.



I8t City of London Volunteer Rifle Brigade, ca. 1900.
Tegnet af Richard Simkin. Fra Modelworld, oktober 1972.

Da man var afskaret fra at bruge de frivillige korps pa grund af deres territoriale tjenestebegransning,
hvorfor det blev ngdvendigt at danne s@rlige infanteri- og rytterenheder, der kunne sendes til Sydafrika.

Enhederne blev benavnt City Imperial Volunteers (infanteri) og Imperial Yeomanry (beredent infanteri).
Mange af soldaterne i disse enheder kom fra de frivillige korps, men blev suppleret med frivillige, ugifte
mand.

En af de mange erfaringer man uddrog af Boerkrigen var, at reserveenhedernes struktur skulle legges i
fastere rammer, og efter et stort forarbejde med at opstille den forngdne struktur, fik den engelske
krigsminister, Richard Haldane, den 2. august 1907 vedtaget The Territorial and Reserve Forces Bill i
Parlamentet.

Pa baggrund heraf blev Territorial Force organiseret i 14 infanteridivisioner og 14 rytteribrigader
(beredent infanteri) samt de tilhgrende kampstgtte- og forsyningsenheder. Samtidig nedlagdes de tidligere
frivillige korps, hvis traditioner i stor udstrekning blev viderefgrt af de nye enheder, herunder
udmarkelsen South Africa 1900-1902, som indgér i mange af enhedernes regimentsmarker.

Lokale organisationer fik ansvaret for opstilling af de nye enheder, og der gennemfgrtes storstilede
hvervekampagner. Mange af soldaterne kom fra de nedlagte frivillige korps, men mange matte hverves
"fra grunden". Det gik ikke lige let alle steder, men efterhdnden lykkedes for de fleste enheder at nrme
sig de fastlagte styrkemal 1).

The London Regiment
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The London Regiment, City of London Battalions, ca. 1911.
Efter tegning af Richard Caton Woodwille.

The London Regiment blev valgt som betegnelse for de tidligere skyttekorps i London. Det blev en titel
snarere end en enhed, idet regimentet hverken havde nogen stab eller personel i sig selv, ej heller noget
regimentsmarke. De 28 bataljoner i London var saledes selvst@ndige, men en del havde en vis tilknytning
til den regulare hars regimenter.

Regimentet kom dog i praksis kun til at besta af 26 bataljoner, idet pladserne som den 26. og 27. bataljon

var tilteenkt henholdsvis infanteribataljonen i The Honorable Artillery Company og 1 4™ Middlesex (Inns
of Court) Volunteer Rifle Corps.

The Honorable Artillery Company nagtede dog blankt at blive en del af det nye storregiment, mens The
Inns of Court ignorerede sagen. Fra officiel side tog man situationen til efterretning, idet det nappe var
muligt at fa de to regimenter, der havde mere end 300 ars historie pa bagen, og s@rdeles gode
forbindelser, til at makke ret. Pladserne kom herved til at std tomme.

De fgrste otte bataljoner havde tilhgr 1 City of London, de resterende i Storlondon (County of London).

Bataljonerne udgjorde infanterielementet i to af Territorial Forces' 14 divisioner - 15 og 2"4 London
Division



Uniformsplancher fra The London Regiment

De her viste eksempler stammer fra bogen His Majesty's Territorial Army - A descriptive account of the
yeomanry, artillery, engineers and infantry with the army service and medical corps, comprising the
'King's Imperial Army of the Second Line' at Walter Richards (Kilde 1) 2). Bogens 32 plancher, alle tegnet
af Richard Caton Woodville, er ofte fjernet med henblik pa indramning. Mine gengivelser er saledes ogsa
billeder af lgse plancher, set til salg hos MILPRINTS.

Det tre plancher her giver et godt indtryk af The London Regiments forskelligartede uniformer,
spendende fra uniformer, der n@sten er identiske med de regulere enheders fredstidsuniformer, over de
seregne gra uniformer, der viderefgrtes fra de frivillige skyttekorps, til den khakifarvede feltuniform
Model 1902. Bogen giver dog ingen forklaring til de tre plancher, bortset fra de her anvendte betegnelser.
Enkelte giver dog sig selv, f.eks. The London Scottish, men jeg har ikke p.t. identificeret alle
uniformerne, sa her er lidt at pusle videre med...

15t London Division
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The London Regiment, County of London Battalions, ca. 1911.
Efter tegning af Richard Caton Woodwille.

1%t Brigade



18t (City of London) Bn. London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers)

2nd

(City of London) Bn. London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers)
3" (City of London) Bn. London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers)
4th (City of London) Bn. London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers)

2"d Brigade
o 5t (City of London) Bn. London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade)

e 6 (City of London) Bn. London Regiment
(City of London Rifles)

e 7" (City of London) Bn. London Regiment

o gh (City of London) Bn. London Regiment
(Post Office Rifles)

374 Brigade

9'[h

(County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Queen Victoria's Rifles)

10th (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Paddington); fra 1912 (Hackney)
11t (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Finsbury Rifles)

12th (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Rangers).

London Scottles March to the Highlands
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London Scottish - March to ihe Highlands, ca. 1911.

Da London Scottish var den eneste enhed af sin art i The London Regiment, er deres uniform let at
identificere; soldaten i den gra uniform, er sandsynligvis fra Civil Service Rifles.

Samtidigt postkort, udgivet i Amerika; maske fra bataljonens "stortur" til Skotland i 1911, hvor den
marcherede fra Oban til Glasgow 3).

21d 1 ondon Division
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The London Regiment, County of London Battalions, ca. 1911.
Efter tegning af Richard Caton Woodwille.

4 Brigade

o 13 (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Kensington)

o 14t (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (London Scottish)

e |5t (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Civil Service Rifles)

o 161 (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Queen's Westminster Rifles)

5t Brigade

17t (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Poplar & Stepney Rifles)
18th (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (London Irish Rifles)

19th (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (St. Pancras)

20th (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Blackheath & Woolwich)

6th Brigade



215t (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (First Surrey Rifles)
2ond (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (The Queen's)

23" (County of London) Bn. London Regiment

24th (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (The Queen's).
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ZNTR (COUHTY OF LONDON) 8N,
THE LONDON REST(ARTIETS REPLESLION

28" (County of London) Bn.
London Regiment

(Artists Rifles), 1914.
Kort 30 i Player's cigaretkortserie
Uniforms of the Territorial Army, 1939.

Selvstaendige enheder

o 25t (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Cyclists) 4)
o 28t (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (Artists Rifles), tilknyttet 2" 1 ondon Division.

28" (County of London) Bn.



London Regiment (Artists Rifles).
Fra Regimental Badges af

T.J. Edwards, Gale

& Polden Limited, 1951.

Teksten pa bagsiden af kortet lyder:

This regiment, one of the principal officer producing groups of the Territorial Army, owes its origin to

Edward Stirling, an art student. It was formed in 1860 as the 38" Middlesex (Artists') Rifle Volunteers,
with Headquarters at Burlington House.

In the Great War the Artists went to France as a fighting unit in October 1914, but in November were
called on to send fifty selected men as officers to the B.E.F. (British Expeditionary Force). They
subsequently formed a Cadet School, supplying 10.000 officers to various arms of the Service. We show
one of the "first fifty" in the uniform of a private of the Artists, with an officer's shoulder badge. In the
background is the Town Hall, St. Omer.

Andre enheder

The Honourable Artillery
Company, Infantry

The Inns of Court
Officer Training Corps.

Infanteribataljonen i The Honourable Artillery Company var tilknyttet 15 London Division, som
selvstendig bataljon.



14" Middlesex (Inns of Court) Volunteer Rifle Corps blev 1 1909 til The Inns of Court Officer Training
Corps.

Bataljonen bestod traditionelt af jurister og juridisk personale. Ved en parade i 1803, hvor denne
oplysning blev givet til Kong Georg III udtalte han, at de séledes burde kaldes The Devil's Own, et tilnavn
de siden bar med en vis stolthed. Enheden var formelt organiseret i 3 kompagnier og 1 ryttereskadron.

[llustrationerne stammer fra Regimental Badges af T.J. Edwards, Gale & Polden Limited, 1951.

Ovelse med signalflag ved Inns of Court
Officers Training Corps i 1914.

Fra Kilde 8.

Soldaterne pa fotografiet er

uniformeret som ryttere.

Forste Verdenskrig

Kort tid efter mobiliseringen bestemmes det at alle enheder i Territorial Force skal dubleres, hvorved der

opstar betegnelser som f.eks. 2/1% 24th (County of London) Bn. London Regiment (The Queen's); denne
gvelse gentages et par gange i Igbet af krigen.

Ved udgangen af 1914 omfatter The London Regiment saledes 58 bataljoner; i maj 1915 nér antallet af
bataljoner op pa 88. Af disse deltager 56 i aktiv tjeneste pa stort set alle krigsskuepladser, hvor engelske
enheder er indsat. De resterende bataljoner indgar i hjemlandets forsvar og/eller fungerer som
personelerstatningsenheder for de aktive bataljoner. Ved krigens slutning teller regimentet i alt 61
bataljoner.

De to divisioner bliver til 56™ (1st London) Division og 47t (2nd London) Division; senere dannes 5 gth



(2"9/15' London) og 60 (279/2" [ ondon). Nér 2™ London Division far et lavere nummer (47) end 1%

London Division (56), skyldes det, at en stor del af bataljonerne i 15 London Division allerede var sendt
til fronten som individuelle bataljoner, hvorved divisionen som sadan ikke var operationsduelig. Der tilgér
dog andre enheder til erstatning og divisionen indtager sin plads i linjen i Igbet af 1916.
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Efterskrift - Divisionsmaerker

PLAYER'S CIGARETTES.

S6tw DIVISION

Teksten pa bagsiden af kortene giver nedenstaende resume af divisionernes historie:
56'M (London) Division

The 56" Division was formed in France in February 1916, and consisted chiefly of Territorial Battalions



of the London Regiment. Several of these battalions had gone to France in 1914 and the early days of
1915, and had been fighting alongside the Regular Army. The sign, a red sword, was copied from the

charge in the Arms of the City of London. The first big action the 56™ took part in was the Somme (July

1%, 1916), and some of its other actions included Arras, Langemarck, and Cambrai, 1917, and Arras
1918. It was demobilized in March 1919.

PLAYER'S CIGARETTES
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58" (London) Division

The official sign of this division was really a correct reproduction of the Tower of London, but as this was
a somewhat complicated design to reproduce, a plain tower, as illustrated, was often used instead. The
58" was composed of second line battalions of the London Regiment, and after a period of duty on the
East Coast, went to France in January 1917. Among its battles were: -1917: Bullecourt, Third Ypres,
Menin Road Ridge, Polygon Wood, and Passchendaele; 1918: St. Quentin, Albert, Second Bapaume,

Epéhy, and on September 1 8™ it took Poziéres.

Kilde 9 oplyser supplerende, at bogstaverne EHN fra tid til anden blev brugt sammen med
divisionsmearket - E'et og H'et symboliserede det 5. og 8. bogstav i alfabetet, mens N'et var det sidste
bogstav i ordet division.

PLAYER'S CIGARETTES.

60TH DIVISION,

Kort nr. 17, 15 og 30 i Player's cigaretkortserie
Army, Corps and Divisional Signs 1914-1918, Series 1.

60" (London) Division

This very distinctive sign is supposed to have represented the initial of the G.O.C. (General-officer-
Commanding), Major-General Sir Edward Bullin. Formed in September 1914, this Territorial Division



went to France in June 1916, where it had its baptism of fire near Arras. In January 1917 it went to
Salonika, and was through heavy fighting in May. June 1917 saw it join the E.E.F. (Egyptian
Expeditionary Force) in Palestine. In July 1918, the Division was reorganized; seven of its battalions
being transferred to France, and the vacancies were filled with Indian troops.

27 1 ondon Divisions merke omtales i min artikel Om 241h (County of London) Bn. The London
Regiment (The Queen's).

Per Finsted

Noter:
1) Se f.eks. min omtale af bogen Regulations for the Territorial Force and County Associations, 1908.

2) Se ogsa min artikel Uniformer - Territorial Army, ca. 1911, der viser flere eksempler pa bogens
uniformsplancher.

3) Bataljonen er bl.a. omtalt i min anmeldelse Bogomtale - The London Scottish in The Great War.

4) Bataljonen er omtalt min artikel Om engelske cyklistenheder, Del 1 og Del 2.



