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For a long time, China has had no speci�c policies for hydrogen energy and the fuel cell industry. Most of the policy support is 
only a part of macro policies, such as to facilitate the development of new energy vehicle, and to carry out scienti�c and 
technological innovation in energy and transportation sectors. Authorities that issue these policies are mainly the National 
Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST), Ministry of Finance (MoF) and 
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT). They issue macro-level guiding policies for the development and 
application of fuel cell vehicles and the construction of hydrogen energy infrastructure, as well as �nancial support for R&D 
and direct subsidies. Among them, the subsidy policy promoting the development of fuel cell vehicles has proven to be the 
most direct and e�ective one.
 
Since 2018, the attention and support for hydrogen energy and fuel cells have increased signi�cantly, especially for some 
local governments. It is expected that in the future, China will focus on supporting the technical research of key components 
of hydrogen energy technologies and fuel cells, improving the industrial chain and promoting the industrial demonstration 
and application, as well as the construction of hydrogen energy infrastructure such as hydrogen refueling station.

ZHONG Caifu

Ms. Xinnan WANG is an Advisor at Danish Energy Agency (DEA). Her research topics 
include energy transition, renewable energy policy, power system �exibility and power 
market reform. She received her Master of Science degree in Sustainable Energy 
Futures from Imperial College London.

WANG Xinnan

Development of hydrogen energy policy in China

Major hydrogen energy and fuel cell policies 
issued from 2009 to 2020

 Incentives  Specific Targets Development Strategy

AQSIQ - General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of the People's Republic of China
China SAE - China Society of Automotive Engineers
CRCC - China Railway Construction Corporation Limited
GAC - The General Administration of Customs 
NDRC - National Development and Reform Commission
NEA - National Energy Administration
NRA - China National Regulatory Authority
MEE - Ministry of Ecological Environment
MIIT - Ministry of Industry and Information Technology
MNR - Ministry of Natural Resource
MoC - Ministry of Commerce
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoHURD - Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
MoST - Ministry of Science and Technology
MoT - Ministry of Transport
MPS - The Ministry of Public Security of the People's Republic of China
SAE - Society of Automotive Engineers
SAMR - The State Administration for Market Regulation 
STA - State Taxation Administration
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