Strathard Community Council
Minutes of meeting 7th July 2016
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall
1. Present:
2. Apologies:
3. Stirling Council
Community
Engagement

R Dingwall, A Goulancourt, F McEwan, J Quinn, D Gallagher (Stirling
Council), Cllr. A Hayes.

Actions

C Smith, J Clow, S Stephen, W Ronald, PC Deans.
Introduction of Dionne Gallagher from Stirling Council, the new
Communities Link Officer working within the Communities Engagement
Team of Stirling Council. Dionne gave a brief description of the remit of her
duties and explained to the meeting that she would be visible within the
community.
Regarding the Loch Chon meeting a note that several local residents had
4. Minutes:
submitted Planning objections would be added.
Proposed by AG and seconded by MC.
5. Matters Arising: DRT service required to Buchlyvie surgery as Buchlyvie has an open
surgery whereas Aberfoyle does not, and access to the open surgery was
not accessible via public transport.
DRT routes and policy would be discussed at an open day at Goosecroft
Bus Station on the 21 July between 2 and 7pm.
Flooding issues: The Council is still deliberating on the options, and further
work and discussions are required before any actions will be taken. Cllr.
Hayes talked through Stirling Council proposals and funding issues involved
with progressing some of the initiatives. There would be a report to the
committee in September seeking more funding and the report from the
meeting would be available shortly after the meeting. Noted that
construction costs had not been seen by the CC yet.
School evacuation procedures: It was felt that this should be dealt with by
Stirling Council Education and the school involving the Parent Council.
Other safety issues had been brought to the CC attention however any
issues regarding the school would need to be addressed primarily by those RD
bodies to ensure parents were involved. RD attends as representative and
can report back as necessary.
Speeding: Again speeding was giving cause for concern in Aberfoyle and
the Kinlochard road. In response to a survey put to the community the
previous month with a response from 20+ residents other control measures
rather than the Council proposals has been preferred. Further work would
be needed and this could be extended to also cover the B829 in Aberfoyle.
Right of way: Signage for Creag Mhor right of way - plaque has been
attached to the gate indicating the path has a right of way, however other
signage is still required and will be addressed in the near future. There was
evidence that people were using the right of way.
Japanese Knotweed: Information to been circulated to raise public
awareness with the emphasis on not allowing the spread of the plant
downstream. C Smith would handle enquiries and liaise with the River
Forth Fisheries Trust which was working with the National Park on
CS
treatment of the infestations.
6. Correspondence ▪ FCS Timber transport management plan: There is an active
management plan for the Kinlochard road during the extraction of timber
within the next few months, and the information would be circulated.
FM
▪ Stirling Council - Recycling Roadshows: More dates have been
circulated and all households should now be in receipt of leaflets
informing of the new procedures. Road shows are planned for
Gartmore and Port of Menteith at the end of July, with more information
available on line from the council websites. Specific personal
circumstances regarding households’ needs could be discussed at
these roadshows.
▪ Memorial Hall Trust: The main issues from the last meeting had been

▪
▪

7. Stirling Council
Issues

▪

▪
▪

8. Planning

9. Reports:

received, including the proceeds of the sale of the Reading Room,
allowing access to funds to improve the hall e.g. possible improvements
to the driveway and heating system at the hall.
Scottish Fire and Rescue: Open consultation, this would be circulated.
Correspondence regarding local road closures: The community council
has been receiving a large amount of correspondence and detailed
queries from one property within the community. Advice given by
attendees from Stirling Council at the meeting was that the questions
now being asked would be best dealt with directly by officers of the
Council, since the Community Council had responded to the matter
already, and advised both its opinion and future action.
Cllr. Hayes discussed Rural Development funding and the helpfulness
of the Community Action Plan for sourcing funding. Small funding
requests could also be solicited through local councilors who could
provide clear guidelines.
Noted that a bench on the main street could do with being replaced.
Road closures on the B829 and Thornhill Main Street were discussed –
FM
these would be circulated.

Loch Chon
Ongoing planning application by the National Park to install a campsite at
Loch Chon. The public meeting earlier in the week had been well attended
by local residents and National Park representatives, but further information
was still required, also communication with the National Park and others.
The general opinion by local residents was not in favour of the site and
there was a list of specific objections. However the Park had provided some
useful information and reassurances. A Loch Ard wild camping site which
did not form part of the application was also planned. A questionnaire
would be issued to see whether local residents in fact wished to be part of
the byelaw regime which had led to both these proposals.
Planning lists
New applications: Agreed no issues on below for further action.
▪ Alteration & extension to dwelling house and erection of garage at
Ballanton Cottage Aberfoyle.
▪ Overhead line upgrade works Bruach Hydro land south of Aberfoyle.
▪ Formation of 4 forest access ramps, hard standing and extension of 2
turning points land east of Meall Dubh Loch Ard.
▪ Construction of a 60m access track and widening of a section of existing
forest road. Land 300m south of north car park Loch Chon
Withdrawn
▪ Erection of dwelling house land east of Blairuskin Lodge Kinlochard
Approved
▪ Erection of extension to dwelling house 6 Braeval Aberfoyle.
▪ Alterations to existing garage block to form ancillary accommodation
Glengyle House Aberfoyle.
Finances: No movement.
Stirling Councillors:
▪ Stirling Council was now in recess for the summer. The accounts were
available with an underspend for the year, but with outstanding work to
be completed on culverts and ditches.
▪ Construction on the HMS Forth was nearing completion and as the
ships name was affiliated to the town of Stirling, key members of the
Stirling community would be invited to the launching.
▪ As part of the local development plan the responsibility for parking
issues would be changing in October, to the Council.
Police:
▪ There had been a disturbance with damage outside of the Forth Inn and
a minor road collision in Trossachs Road damaging a parked vehicle
with the offending vehicle failing to stop at the scene. Positive lines of

with the offending vehicle failing to stop at the scene. Positive lines of
enquiry were being followed.
▪ Reported thefts in surrounding areas whereby trailers and machinery
have been stolen, with some of the property being recovered by Police.
Local community residents should remain vigilant and to report any
suspicious activity to Police Scotland on 101 or 999 in an emergency.
▪ A Police Surgery would be held within the Tourist Information Office,
Main Street, Aberfoyle on 27th July.
▪ Ironworks Patrols had encountered few reported problems. During the
patrols police engaged with the campers and offered advice with
regards to their behaviour.
▪ The air weapon amnesty has now finished, although anyone who still
has an air weapon and wishes to relinquish it prior to the Licensing
regulations coming into force are still able to do so at their local Police
Office. Details of Air Weapon Licensing can be found on the Police
Scotland Website.
Broadband:
BT is no longer considering upgrading the service to Kinlochard to superfast
broadband and the Kinlochard Broadband Group is working with
Community Broadband Scotland. The situation in Aberfoyle is delayed and
the position for Inversnaid remains unclear. Stirling Council officer Douglas
Baillie is able to support communities improve broadband connection
speeds.
Community Trusts:
As previously discussed, proceeds of the sale of the Reading Room.
Meetings attended:
No other meetings attended
8. AOCB

Queries on benches refurbishment and licensing policy to be followed
through.

Next meeting (amended) 1st September 2016 in Kinlochard Village Hall

