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Virginie Gallardo

Dear Chris Zollner,

The Heart Fund was born with the vision to democratize healthcare in developing countries, and

as we celebrate this year our 10th anniversary in the context of a global pandemic, the urgent

need to invest in health services is being felt everywhere more keenly than ever before.

To carry out its mission, The Heart Fund has been relying on strong, long-term partnerships with

fellow organizations, medical companies, public institutions and international agencies, and as a

founding member, these challenging times have me reflect on the world’s greater need for

international cooperation and solidarity with those in need.

Thanks to the Cardimed Global Health Foundation, we were able to sustain this year the valuable

work engaged with local partners in Côte d’Ivoire despite the sanitary crisis. 

We were able to adapt when our cardiovascular health program was put on hold and shift our

efforts towards the fight against Covid-19. We were able to recruit a local Program Manager when

we couldn’t set foot in the country and, more importantly, we were able to improve our processes

and prepare for the « new normal » this pandemic is forcing upon humanitarian entities.

In the name of the board, I would like to thank the Cardimed Global Health Foundation for its

generous support in our fight against non-communicable diseases. Your 25,000€ donation proved

invaluable in these difficult times, and we humbly request for your renewed trust in our foundation

as we deepen our engagement for health justice.

Heartfully,

Co-founder; Chief Operating Officer
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CARDIOVASCULAR
PROGRAM 

Five years ago, The Heart Fund initiated the Cardiovascular Health

Improvement Program for Rural Côte d’Ivoire - CHIPRCI to address the

growing burden of cardiovascular disease in sub-Saharan Africa. A

global health ecosystem, the CHIPRCI allows the delivery of specialized

care to the doorstep of underserved populations while building up local

capacity.

Oct. 2019 - Oct. 2020
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Cardiovascular Health Improvement Program for Rural
Côte d’Ivoire - CHIPRCI 

The Cardiovascular Health Improvement Program for Rural Côte
d’Ivoire - CHIPRCI is a global health ecosystem designed to
improve the local care circuit and bridge the gap between hospital
and remote communities. Acknowledged by Ivorian state officials,
it is supported by the Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene
through the National Program for Prevention and Control of
Metabolic Diseases.

The pillar of the CHIPRCI, The Heart Mobile is the first-ever cardiac mobile clinic.

Developed by The Heart Fund to disrupt the delivery of cardiovascular care for

underserved populations, it contains connected, state-of-the-art cardiovascular

health technology. 

A cardiac mobile clinic

A strategic partnership

The CHIPRCI relies on a strong partnership, built over the years: The Didier
Drogba Foundation as the Operating partner, the Institute of Cardiology of
Abidjan as the Medical partner, The Heart Fund as the Program Coordinator.

Since the implementation of the CHIPRCI, the Heart Mobile travelled 50,000 km
and offered free imaging consultations to nearly 17,000 Ivorians. Each campaign is

backed with the airing of radio spots, the distribution of flyers, fitness sessions and

community meetings to deliver prevention messages.

Prevention and Screening campaigns
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THE HEART MOBILE BRINGS SPECIALIZED CARE TO THE

DOORSTEPS OF UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS



Why does it matter?

More than   90%    of children

from sub-Saharan Africa born

with a congenital heart

disease have no reliable

access to cardiac care

90%

50,4% of severe hypertension

in rural Côte d'Ivoire is either

untreated or undiagnosed

50%

An additional   18  o  health workers

are needed in low- and middle-

income countries to achieve the

United Nations' Health sustainable

development goal by 2030

18M



PEOPLE SCREENED

1,289

HEALTH WORKERS TRAINED

12

KILOMETERS

700

Medical training

93 Ivorian cardiologists and community health workers have been trained to

cardiovascular health technology and screening techniques during the CHIPRCI

Prevention and Screening campaigns.

Treatment

20 children diagnosed with congenital heart disease during the CHIPRCI

screening campaigns benefited free corrective surgery at the Institute of

Cardiology of Abidjan. 

Epidemiological research

The logistics deployed on the CHIPRCI screening campaigns is leveraged to

conduct epidemiological research. A survey on the prevalence of severe
hypertension in Côte d'Ivoire was published in the Journal of the American
College of Cardiology and the International Journal of Cardiology.

_
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COVID-19
RESPONSE

Addressing the outbreak of the pandemic on the African continent

in March 2020, The Heart Fund coordinated a Covid-19 Response

program to support the Ivorian Ministry of Health and Public

Hygiene

March - June 2020
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Covid-19 RESPONSE

Addressing the outbreak of the pandemic on the African continent,

the Heart Fund, supported by UPL Limited and Shroff Family, put on

hold its cardiovascular health program in March 2020 and shifted its

focus towards the fight against Covid-19 in Côte d'Ivoire.

The Covid-19 Response program, coordinated by The Heart Fund
and led by the World Health Organization, supported the Ivorian

Ministry of Health within the framework of the Public Health

Emergency Operations Centre. Through that program, the Infectious

and Tropical Diseases Unit, the National Public Health Institute and

the Pasteur Institute were provided with equipments and technical

support to tackle the pandemic.

This relief aid and support
prove invaluable and benefit

not only the Pasteur Institute,
but the entire country

Pr. Mireille DOSSO
Director of the Pasteur Institute

"
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Another key focus area was public information. To provide rural
communities with crucial information about COVID-19 and its
prevention, The Heart Fund and UPL Limited's local subsidiary

Callivoire produced a visual campaign and 3 radio spots recorded in 4

languages and aired on 15 local stations. 

Additionally, personal protective equipments and sanitary kits were

distributed to farming communities.

PEOPLE REACHED BY THE PREVENTION
CAMPAIGNS

2M

PCR TEST KITS DONATED

1,260

PPE ITEMS DONATED

8,200

SANITARY KITS DONATED

2,400

_
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DR. VINCENT
KOUAMÉ

Meet Dr. Vincent KOUAMÉ, The Heart Fund's new Program Manager

for Côte d'Ivoire! A Medical Docteur and a Public Health specialist,
Vincent joined forces with us in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic as

we couldn't set foot in the country. He helped us shift our efforts toward

the fight against Covid-19 when our Cardiovascular Health Improvement

Program for Rural Côte d'Ivoire was put on hold. 

Now that lockdown has lifted in the country, Vincent is helping us

revitalizing and scaling up the CHIPRCI.

profile highlight

_
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The Heart Fund's global health development
axes 2020 - 2021

Medical program for prevention, detection and management of

cardiovascular diseases in Mozambique in partnership with the

World Heart Federation

Launch of a digital platform on non-communicable diseases-

related projects in developing countries

Production of webinars on the global impact of Covid-19 on

non-communicable diseases 

_
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