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Foreword

[ have been enthralled researching the history of this very
small 2,000 acre Parish set in Cumbria, and hope that not only
the Parishioners will read it but also the Tourists that crowd
into the National Park at the weekends and on holiday. Almost
all motorists visiting the Western lakes of Wasdale and Enner-
dale rush along in their cars on the Trunk road A595 and do not
stop although there is good parking at Ponsonby Road ends near
the Bus Shelter. The travelling holidaymaker can turn left at
Ponsonby Road ends if coming from Whitehaven, or right if
coming from the South, There is an excellent viewing point
from the higher land; and stop at the Small Church on the hill
and take in the view through an arc of 200 degrees, and see the
Calder Hall Nuclear Power Station and the former Mansion of
Ponsonby Hall, now a Community Home for Boys.

W.F.



PONSONBY PARISH COUNCIL

Before 1965 Mr. W. Dawson held infrequent Parish Meetings
over a period of 5 years and then in 1965 there were Parish
Meetings hefd regularly in the Stanley Arms Hotel. The Chair-
man was Mr. W. Fletcher, and the Clerk Mrs. J. Norman. These
carly meetings were attended by Mrs. Millard, Mr. Ostle, and
Mr. and Mrs. Norman, Mr. Steele, Mr. J. Mills, Mr. T. Dawson.

After some exploratory talks between the Clerk of the Peace
for the County Mr. Swift, and Mr. Fletcher it was unnanimously
decided to try to change the status of the Parish Meeting to a
Parish Council,

Not until July 1966, after an Order in Council (Copy of Order
attached) of the Cumberland County Council was it ordered that
the Parish of Ponsonby should have Parish Council status with
7 Councillors,

The First Meeting of Councillors was held on the 31st May
1967 at No. 5, Pelham Drive, Calderbridge. Present were MTrs.
G. Stanley, Mrs. Millard, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Gainford, Mr. T.
Dawson and Mrs. J. Norman (clerk). Mr. Fletcher was appointed
Chairman.

Mrs. J. Hodgson was appointed Clerk on 18th Jan., 1959 in
place of Mrs. Norman, Mrs. Hodgson left the district, and Miss
Elizabeth Stewart was appointed as Clerk, she resigned in March
1973, and the new Clerk was Mr. W. Fletcher with Mrs. G. Stan-
ley as Chairman, and Mr. T. Dawson as Deputy Chairman. In
1983 Mrs. G. Stanley and Mr. H. N. Craven resigned from the
Council.

Over the years there have been Formal and lively debates in
Council with regard to the Roads, its Traffic, the by-passing of
Calderbridge, trying to build houses at Rowlands Croft, and in
the Village of Calderbridge; attending several enquiries about
land and Property inside and outside the National Park. Half the
Parish is within the National Park, trying to improve the bus
services to Egremont and Whitehaven particularly in the even-
ing.

St. Bridget’s Parish runs along the northern boundary of the
Parish of Ponsonby and the joint parishes have carried out many
projects on a 50-50 basis over the years, particularly with the
Village Hall in Calderbridge. The land on the North eastern
Boundary rises up to almost 1000ft, and is mostly rough pasture.
The Parishes of Gosforth and Seascale adjoin the Ponsonby
Parish to the South. The Parish of Ponsonby also claims 100
yards of foreshore south of Sellafield Station.
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COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND

ENNERDALE
PONSONBY

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1933

To the Ennerdale Rural District Council.
To the Parish Meeting of the Parish of Ponsonby.
And to all others whom it may concern.

WHEREAS by sub-section (1) of section 43 of the Local Govern-
ment Act, 1933, it is provided that for every Rural Parish there
shall be a Parish Meeting and, subject to the provisions of that
Act, for every Rural Parish or group of parishes having a Parish
Council immediately before the commencing of that Act there
shall continue to be a Parish Council.

AND WHEREAS by sub-section (2) of section 43 of the Local
Government Act, 1933, it is provided (inter alia) that if a Rural
Parish has not a separate Parish Council the County Council
shall by order establish a Parish Council for that Parish if in
the case of a parish having a population of 200 or upwards but
under 300 the Parish Meeting of the Parish so resolve.

AND WHEREAS the Parish of Ponsonby is situated in the
Rural District of Ennerdale in the Administrative County of
Cumberland and had according to the census of 1961 a popu-
lation of 213 and has not a separate Parish Council.

AND WHEREAS at a Parish Meeting for the said Parish of
Ponsonby held on the 18th day of April 1966 a resolution was
duly passed requesting the County Council to establish a Parish
Council for that Parish.

NOW THEREFORE WE the County Council of the Adminis-
trative County of Cumberland in pursuance of section 43 of the
Local Government Act, 1933, DO HEREBY ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:-

1. This Order may be cited as ‘“The Ponsonby (Constitution
of Parish Council) Order, 1966.”

2.  There shall be a Parish Council for the said Parish of Pon-
sonby and the number of Parish Councillors for the said
Parish shall be seven.

3.  An election of seven Parish Councillors for the said Parish
of Ponsonby shall be held on the day in May 1967 to be
selected by the said County Council of Cumberland in
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government
Act, 1933 as amended by the Representation of the Peoples
Act, 1949 and the Parish Council Election Rules, 1952.

4.  The Parish Councillors first to be elected under this order
shall hold office for a period of three years from the date
of the election referred to in clause three above.
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GIVEN under the Common
Seal of the Cumberland
County Council this 20th
day of July 1966 pursuant
to a resolution passed at a
meeting of the Council
duly considered and held
at Carlisle on the 20th day
of June 1966.
L. Conaway Member of the Council.
T. J. R. Whitfield Deputy Clerk of the Council.



PONSONBY — the Parish

The small Parish of Ponsonby which looks wedge shaped on the
map is 4.5 miles long and 7.5 miles wide and is bisected in the
middle by the A595 trunk road. To the north the road goes to
Whitehaven, and to the south to Millom. Ponsonby has no village
green, few houses, and yet contains within its boundaries, the
Calder Hall Nuclear Power Station, and of course the block of
buildings known as Pelham House Controlled Community Home
for boys.

The Parishes finances are unbelievably high because of this
large industrial complex, now known as British Nuclear Fuels
Ltd., the RV is £384,860 (at 1 June 1983).

This rural parish has no village as such, and shares the village
Hall at Calderbridge with the adjoining Parish of St. Bridget’s.

There are no car Parks, although two lay byes and a bus shelter
seem adequate at present (1981).

Expenditure charged to the Parish on various projects are —
Road to the Parish Church of Ponsonby
Resurfacing an occupation Rd.,

Grants made to the Village Hall Calderbridge and part of the
new Vicarage alterations and flats 1983.

Footway lighting Ponsonby Road Ends.

Building a Bus Shelter.

The Village School closed on 16 July 1970 and the Children
from the Parish were transferred to Beckermet School in the
Parish of St. Bridget’s Beckermet 3 miles away.

Taken at Random from the Minute Book, Ponsonby Parish
Council

ANNUAL REPORT by the Chairman of the Ponsonby Parish
Council by Chairman Mrs. G. Stanley.

Year 1978-79.

The proposed footway from Ponsonby Road Ends into the
Village of Calderbridge has been the subject of a lot of corres-
pondence both with the Regional Highways Authority at New-
castle and the Cumberland County Council Highways, and after
completing a survey by walking the road, economics spelt its
doom and it will have to wait until more money is available for
such projects.

The Notice Board, has now been completed in the Bus Shelter,
and includes a map of the Parish, also a copy of the latest elec-
toral register for the parish. It does require repainting inside and
this will be done in the spring, as will also the flower beds.
Vandalism has been again prevalent and someone stole some of
the rose trees.
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The British Nuclear Fuels impact on the environment still con-
tinues to be a problem it is still spreading its wings, and we are
hoping that a Meeting with Copeland District Council on the
21st instant in this hall will elucidate some new information on
new buildings,to be put up. A washery for sand and gravel for
instance which at this stage is only rumoured.

Elizabeth II celebration seat installed at the road ends at Pon-
sonby has proved useful for those waiting for a bus. Again the
grass on that side of the road should be kept in check, and not
allowed to get out of hand.

British Nuclear Fuels Ltd., Liaison Committee —new phase.
I am pleased to have to inform you that we are now well and
truly seated on the Committee by our Mr. Craven, and he is here
tonight and can explain the purpose of his presence on that
Committee.

Gosforth is now added to the 5 Parishes for whom Mr. Craven
and Mrs. Higham are representatives.

Rowlands Croft, again lifted its tired head during the year, we
thought we were able to buy or at least have an option to pur-
chase this or part of this field for building purposes, and my
Committee had to weigh up the enormous cost of purchase
against the cost of going to appeal to the Ministry of the Envir-
onment to secure the approval to build. The likelihood of which
is still remote. However the matter is merely shelved and will be
considered by the new incoming Council after May 1979.

A Housing Assn., in this district. This was discussed at some
length with a local Solicitor and an enlightened authority on
housing associations, at which St. Bridget’s Council reps. were
present. If and when land becomes available the difficulties which
always arise with the launching of a housing assn., should not
present a great deal of trouble,

The Vicarage, Calderbridge. After a Meeting with Copeland
Borough Council and other representatives from St. Bridget’s
Parish, no decision was made to buy the property by the Borough
Council, and has since been sold.

Village Hall. As you can see the Hall has been extensively
altered, and our parish promised to contribute £7500 towards the
cost, £5000 has already been paid. Mr. Stewart will no doubt be
giving his report on its present position.

Roads in and around Ponsonby. The long winter with hard
frosts has continued to play havoc with the surfaces, and again
we are told by the CCC Highways Authority that only when
money is available can repairs proceed. Water also seems to be
the problem, which runs down and across the road in one place.

Emergency Scheme, British Nuclear Fuels. The radiation incid-
ents which have occurred this year left the Company no excuse
but to issue a rather complicated Emergency Plan in case of a
major disaster.

The Stanley Arms Hotel. It is now 12 months since we were
asked to support the relicensing of this hostelry for a firm of
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