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UP TO 1800 

 

 
 

Jeffrey’s map of Huntingdonshire 1768 
 

 

Jeffrey’s map of 1768, one of the earliest maps of the region, shows Bluntisham with its four 

feeder routes coming in from St Ives, Woodhurst, Colne and Earith.  These routes fed into 

the heart of the village known as ‘the little ring’ which was formed by the top end of the 

current High Street, Short Lane, Colne Road and part of East Street.  The few properties that 

could be categorised as being on Colne Road, Nos 1, 3, 5 & 7 on the left hand side of the 

road and Nos 2 and 4 on the right hand side, were on the portion of Colne Road that formed 

one side of the ring.  There were no further properties along Colne Road until you reach the 

edge of Colne village. Holliday’s Road which, along with Rectory Road, High Street and 

East Street would eventually form the big ring, was still some way off being completed. 

There were two routes to Earith: the low road along today’s main thoroughfare which, in the 

17th Century was prone to flooding, and the high road along East Street, Mill Lane and across 

what is now the footpath to Earith which provided a drier winter route between the villages.   
 

Agriculturally, Bluntisham was surrounded by open fields farmed under a system that 

divided the land into furlong strips of varying widths but always approximately 200 yards 

long, which was considered the distance an ox team could plough a furrow without pausing.  

The causeway that would become Colne Road was a cart track running through the 222 acre 

open field known as Colne Way Field.  Side tracks, branching off the main causeway, 

provided access to the cultivated areas.  



 
 

Date 1592 & initials WD carved into a beam at No.2 Colne Road  

 

While the majority of the Colne Road properties shown on Jeffrey’s map have undergone 

significant alteration, principally demolition and replacement, Nos.1, 2, 4 and 7 have 

survived the passage of time.  The common feature shared by the latter three are their timber 

frames, wattle and daub walls and thatched roofs.  Collectively, along with the much altered 

fourth survivor, No.1, Elmers End (the only pre-eighteenth century brick built property on 

the road) they are the oldest properties on Colne Road.  No.2 is thought to be the oldest 

surviving property in the village.  It has a main beam running the length of the property 

which has the date 1592 carved into it.   

 

 
 

 The bottom of Colne Road (circa 1920) with its three surviving thatched properties and a 

brick Victorian new-build at No 3. No. 7 (Horseshoe Cottage) was still three separate 

properties, each with their own front door. 



1800 – 1900 
The nineteenth century Land Enclosures Act 
 

 

 

Pre-enclosure land utilisation map of Bluntisham 
Source “A history of Bluntisham” by Tebbutt 

 

In anticipation of the enclosure acts, a map was created to define the limits of the parish of 

Bluntisham-cum-Earith, which was described as an area covering 3,155 acres 3 roods and 9 

perches, made up of 1,783 acres of arable land for cropping, 1,274 acres of pasture land for 

grazing, 68 acres of woodland for timber, fencing and charcoal, 8 acres of ozier grounds for 

making baskets and 20 acres of orchards and gardens for fruit and vegetables. In fact, all that 

was required to make the community self-sufficient.  Bluntisham’s pre-enclosure map shows 

well developed plots and gardens along the High Street, up Woodend and in the centre of 

the horseshoe created by the High Street, East Street, Holliday’s Road loop.  There were no 

defined gardens shown on Colne Road, though the properties that were there all had land 

associated with them.   

 

They Agriculture Enclosure Acts removed the common right to graze animals across 

communal tracts of land and defined the areas that farmers owned and could graze their 

animals.  They were the start of the sea-change that increasingly saw rural population 



migrating into cities and their role in changing the rural face of Britain shouldn’t be 

underestimated.   Prior to the acts, strip farmed land was owned by the crown and managed 

by the Lord of the Manor who had the right to mete it out to the locals.  Farmers farmed 

strips wherever they could rent them, which might involve working land in all quarters of 

the parish and possibly some in neighbouring parishes as well.  When the land you farmed 

was spread around the parish it didn’t matter where you lived, especially if the plots you 

rented this year might be different from the land you farmed next year.  Under the terms of 

the act, farmers were invited to lay claim to the land they tilled.  If successful in their claim, 

then the certainty that what you farmed today was the land you would farm tomorrow meant 

you could, with confidence, build your farmhouse and supporting buildings either on or near 

the land you farmed.  
 

The intention to enclose Bluntisham with Earith and Colne was published in the newspapers 

on 6th January 1815.  In further announcement, dated July 1820, the commissioners 

announced their awards by naming those whohad been given which parcels of land.   The 

commissioners were also obliged to register all public and private roads and footpaths.  

Colne Road was described as a forty foot wide route leading from the north east end of 

Bluntisham to the village of Colne and was formally enshrined as the permanent highway 

along which those with successful claims would access their now permanently owned fields.   

 

1844 Tithe map Huntingdon Record Office 
 

 
 

Traced copy of the 1844 Tithe Map (Huntingdon Record office) 

 

In 1843/1844, a post-enclosure tithe map and accompanying register were created to record 

who owned and occupied which areas of land within the parish.  The register matched parish 



landowners to their sub-tenants and the tithes due, while the map identified the location of 

the physical areas of land referred to in the register.  

 

The only obvious change between Jeffrey’s map and the tithe map was the addition of a 

single residence about where the semi-detached cottages, Nos.8 and 10 Colne Road, now sit.  

Nos.8 and 10 appear to be Victorian and were probably built to house farm labourers.  It 

isn’t clear if the earlier single residence was demolished to make way for them, or if they 

were built alongside the property shown on Jeffrey’s map.  For many years an outbuilding, 

demolished in 2010, sat adjacent to Nos.8 & 10.  This outbuilding may have been built on 

the site of this earlier property. 

 

By 1843 there were seven registered sites covering eleven habitable properties along Colne 

Road.  These seven properties, shown on the tithe map, can be related to today’s properties 

as follows:- Page numbers eg (p18) listed after each entry above is the 1843 register page 

where you find the entry for the owner of the areas of land marked on the 1844 tithe map. 

   

Map ref. 358 equates to No.2 Colne Road.  It was known as the Rose & Crown Public 

                     House (p18) and was owned by Richard Hopkins and occupied by William 

                     Beldam who was both a farmer, in the 1861 census he was recorded farming  

                     33 acres, as well as the publican.  He ceased being the publican when, on 29th  

                     September 1877, an advertisement in the Peterborough Advertiser announced  

                     he was leaving the Crown and selling his furniture, effects and a first class  

                     spring cart and harness.   

Map ref. 434 equates to No.4 Colne Road and was referred to as a house and yard (p27) 

                     It was owned by Prentice Tebbutt and occupied by John Blackley Jnr. 

Map ref. 435 equates to Nos.8 & 10 Colne Road and was referred to as a house and garden 

                     (p17) It was owned by John Godfrey and occupied by Reason Day. 

Map ref. 267 equates to No.1 Colne Road (Elmers End) and was listed as three cottages 

                      Yard and garden (p9).  It was owned by James Butcher. 

Map ref. 266 equates to No.3 Colne Road and was referred to as The George Public House 

                      and blacksmiths shop (p22) It was owned by Martin Robert Osborne and 

                      Alpress Osborne of St. Ives and occupied by Mary Butcher, coincidentally,  

                      the wife of James Butcher who occupied Elmers End, next door. 

Map ref. 265 equates to No.5 Colne Road and was referred to as a cottage yard and garden 

                     (p25) It was owned by William Smith and occupied by Joshua Beldam. 

Map ref. 264 equates to No.7 Colne Road and is referred to as a house, close and two 

                      cottages (p15) It was owned by Stephen Feary who was also listed as owning 

                      lot 263, an area adjacent to his property which extended to 194 acres nil 

                      roods and 22 poles, at a tithe of  seventy two pounds thirteen shillings and  

                      three pence. 

 

Two of the properties were public houses and No.3 Colne Road was home to the village 

blacksmiths shop. Apart from Elmers End, which was built with bricks, the properties were 

still timber and thatch.  There were cottage gardens, but no formal farm yards established 

along Colne Road, though that was about to change.  It is therefore valid to make reference 

to two other areas along the road, fields 436 and 437.   

 

Field 436, now No.12 Colne Road, was classified as garden and arable (p26), and was owned 

by Joseph Squires and tenanted by William Giles. 

 



Field 437, now No. 6 Colne Road, was called Colne Way Pasture (p20), and was owned by 

Edward and Henry Leeds and occupied (presumably rented) by Coxe the butcher.  Coxe is 

also recorded as renting lot 422, a house and garden on Woodend, and land at lots 421 and 

439, which were located within the village boundary, and lot 551, a field located on 

Bluntisham Fen.  The total land area farmed by Mr Coxe came to 41acres 1 rood and 39 

poles with a tithe rent of £15.16.03. 

 

19th century Victorian residential development of Colne Road 
 

The 1844 tithe map confirms a handful of properties in existence at the start of Victoria’s 

reign in 1837.  The exact build date of Nos.8 and 10 is unknown, but as they are of similar 

building style to No.16, Hawthorn House, they may all have been built at a similar time.  

Built on field 437, No.16 has a brick set in the wall just below the upstairs landing window 

at the rear of the property which is inscribed with “W B 1845”. We can only imagine what 

it must have meant to WB to be successful enough to be able to afford to buy the field and 

build a sizeable home for his family.  Suitably proud of his achievement he marked the year 

he built his house in an appropriate manner.  But who was WB?   

 

 

In the 1841 census there were ten family groups resident at Colne End, but none of them had 

the initials WB, though we know from the tithe map that, by 1844, William Beldam, along 

with his wife and children, had moved into the Rose and Crown.  However, the builder of 

Hawthorn House wasn’t William Beldam, it was William Barrett who, in 1841, lived on 

Bluntisham East End (East Street) with his 20 year old Bluntisham born wife Ann, William 

was aged 25 in 1841, a gardener by trade and classed as born out of the County.  By 1843 

William and Ann had moved to a property on the outskirts of Earith which was described as 

a house and garden owned by Mathew Wasdale of St Ives.  This site must be about where 

Minnars is today.  William was recorded as renting lots (fields) 283 and 285 called Causeway 

Side, and lot 602 an area on Bluntisham Fen, located down by the river some way out of the 

village towards Needingworth.  In 1843 the area farmed by William came to 13 acres 4 roods 

and 93 poles at a tithe of six pounds two shillings and a penny (£6.10 in today’s money).    

 

In the 1851 census William and Ann Barrett and hthier family of six children were resident 

on Colne Road.  William was described as a farmer of 20 acres. It is a reasonable assumption 

that William and Ann, having built their new home, became Colne Road residents in 1845.  

Over the years William’s farming enterprise increased to 118 acres which he eventually 

worked jointly with his son William.   In the intervening years his first wife Ann, who had 

born him eight children, died and was replaced by a younger wife, also called Ann, by whom 

there was a further daughter.  William senior remained the owner occupier of Hawthorn 

House until his death on 11th February 1899. 

 

In the 1851 census there were ten families and two uninhabited houses on Colne Road.  

Exactly where they all lived is unclear, but No.1 had three habitable properties on the plot, 

Horseshoe Cottage, No.7, was a row of three terraced thatched properties and, at one time, 



No.2 had had two families registered at it.  

Nos.8, 10 and 16 were the ‘new’ additions to 

the road.  It was another twenty years before the 

next ‘new’ build, No.12 Colne Road, appeared.  

A pair of bricks, inset into the front wall, each 

dated 28.5.1872, confirm the date of build.  The 

initials JB and CB, confirm the home was 

owned by Joshua and Catherine Beldam. 

 

A long term resident of Colne Road, in 1844 

Joshua Beldam was registered as the occupant 

of No.5 Colne Road (plot 265 on the tithe map).  

By the 1871 census he was living in No. 7 Colne 

Road, Horseshoe Cottage and was listed as a 

farmer of 200 acres, employing nine men and 

three boys.  He was aged seventy when he built 

No.12 and lived there until his death in 1883.    

 

It would take a fire to introduce the next change to the road.  

 

No.1 Colne Road has a Victorian frontage but the rear brick wall is old, possible as early as 

sixteenth century Tudor.  Originally a large plot, Elmers End garden was reduced in size in 

1986 when two thirds of the garden was sold for building land and two new build properties, 

facing onto East Street, were erected on the site.   

 

Documents dated 23rd May 1821, detailing one of Elmers End’s many changes of ownership, 

provides a history of previous ownership and an indication of how the plot would have 

looked in the early nineteenth century.  In 1821 Bluntisham was known as the Manor of 

Bluntisham Stockings.  In the document it was stated: Francis Southwell of Bluntisham in 

the County of Huntingdon, cordwainer, a customary tenant of the said Manor,  did surrender 

out of his hands into the hands of the Lords of the Manor, aforesaid, by the rod according 

to the custom of the said Manor, by the hand and acceptance of William Asplan the younger 

& Thomas Fisher two like customary tenants of the said Manor, all that messuage cottage 

or tenement situate standing and being in Bluntisham, aforesaid, with the barns, stables, 

yards, garden and appurtenances thereto belonging, now in the occupation of the said 

Francis Southwell and which said messuage or tenement and premises were formerly 

William Coles, since that, Samuel Thorpe who surrendered the same to Edward Fowler who, 

in and by his last will and testament, gave the same to his wife Sarah Fowler for the term of 

her natural life and from and after her decease he gave and devised the same unto his son 

James Fowler and his heirs, and to which said premises the said Francis Southwell has at a 

court held this day in and for the said Manor been admitted tenant in fee on the surrender 

of the said James Fowler’.  

 

Elmers End was under the copyhold ownership of the Diocese of Ely Cathedral who were 

the Lords of the Manor of Bluntisham Stockings until, in 1869, the copyhold ownership was 

transferred to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England.  The above document confirms 

that Frances Southwell, cordwainer, the village shoemaker or cobbler, was taking over the 

occupancy of the property from James Fowler who had come by it through inheritance from 

his father, but only after the death of his mother, who had a lifetime right to live in the 

property.  Over its life, Elmers End had many changes of ownership, all of whom had to 

 
 

 
 

Engraved bricks set into the front of No. 12 

Colne Road  

 



come before a duly convened court to be admitted as the tenant (owner) of the property, at 

an annual copyhold rent of four pence payable to the Diocese of Ely.  In 1837, James 

Butcher, the village blacksmith, underwent a similar investigation and paid the then owner, 

David Bell, £180 for outhouse, outbuildings, barns, stables, orchards, yards and gardens 

which had, at some time, been divided into or used as several tenements and in 1837 was 

lately occupied by Thomas Webb, William Beldam, Robert Beldam and James Ivatt. The 

plot was a busy site and throughout most of the nineteenth century it must have been a noisy 

hive of industry, all of which came to an end in 1879 when a fire destroyed the majority of 

the buildings.   

 

Following the fire, James Butcher was faced with 

the need to rebuild his family’s home.  He 

retained some of the brick walls from the old 

property, incorporating them into the rear wall of 

the new build which was both enlarged in 

footprint and given a ‘modern’ Victorian front.  

His spacious Victorian home replaced the barns, 

stables and other buildings. He also took the 

opportunity to relocate his blacksmiths shop, 

previously housed behind No.3 Colne Road, into 

a new building on the Elmers End plot.  To 

finance the build, James arranged a mortgage of 

£200 with a lady called Ann Mann who, on 

James’ death in 1885 became the beneficial 

owner of the property.  Ann, whose father was Somersham’s Relieving Officer (responsible 

for assessing your needs if you were applying for parish poor relief) lived out her life in 

London and never lived at Elmers End.   Papers among the deeds on the property confirm 

that following James Butchers death, the responsibility for Ann’s mortgage passed from 

owner to owner, each in turn paying Ann interest at the rate of 5% on her capital sum until, 

eventually, one of the owners bought Ann out by re-mortgaging the property to Barclay’s 

Bank in St Ives, after which Elmers End entered the main stream as a property that would, 

in future, change hands through conventional sale and purchase arrangements. In the interim, 

Ann had, in 1918, exercised her right under the 1892 Copyhold Act, Ann paid the Lords of 

the Manor £35 and bought them out of her need to pay them their annual copyhold rent of 

four pence.  Thus ended the involvement of the Lords of the Manor in the ownership of 

Elmers End. 

 

An Ordnance Survey map of 1888, detailing habitable properties in pink, and outbuildings 

in grey, provides a clear picture of the development along Colne Road.  Looking towards 

Colne and starting on the left hand side of the road at the junction with East Street there 

was: 

 No.2, at the junction with East Street, The Rose and Crown public house 

 No.4, at the junction with Short Lane, had been occupied by John Wheatley, after 

whom Wheatley Crescent is named 

 A pink square may represent the original property shown on Jeffrey’s map may by 

now be the outbuilding to the semi-detached cottages, Nos.8 & 10.   

 No.12 Joshua & Catherine Beldham’s former home known as Neasden House and 

now occupied by Mr Duggan, the village schoolaster. 

 No.16 where William Barratt had built several outbuildings around his farmyard.  

The barn at the end of the plot furthest from Colne Road, much renovated 

 
 

New Victorian bricks on the gable 

end wall, versus old original bricks 

for the rear wall at Elmers End 
 



externally, but still with its original structural timbers, is still in regular use.  The 

building on the Bluntisham side of his yard was the village abattoir.       

 

The right hand side of Colne Road was occupied by: 

 No.1 Elmers End with the new smithy clearly marked behind it 

 No.3 sits as a property with its frontage set right on the road, as it is today.  The 

outbuildings from earlier years have all gone though there are several outbuildings 

on the adjacent plots between it and number seven. 

 No.7 Horseshoe Cottage 

 Beyond Horseshoe Cottage is a large barn, the remains of which were still there in 

1959.  Cranford, which no occupies the plot was built behind the barn in 1950. 

 

 
 

1888 – The Bluntisham end of Colne Road  

 

Nineteenth century census returns confirm that the plot now occupied by No.3 was originally 

occupied by a collection of buildings which included the George Inn and the original 

blacksmith’s forge.  The inn was run by Mary Butcher while her husband James was the 

blacksmith.  By 1881 Daniel Ward was the publican at the George, James Butcher was still 

the general smith.  In 1891 there is no mention of the George Inn, the Butchers, who had 

both died by 1890, or Daniel Ward.   



The 1901 census is of little help in 

determining who lived in which 

properties on Colne Road. The Rose 

and Crown (No.2 Colne Road) and 

Elmers End (No.1 Colne Road) are 

listed as properties on East End (East 

Street) and it is difficult to establish if 

No.3 existed as a habitable property, 

though other evidence suggests it was.     

 

With the death of James and Mary 

Butcher, it has to be assumed that the 

buildings that comprised No.3 Colne 

Road fell into disrepair.  The exact year 

that the old buildings shown on the 

1844 tithe map were cleared away to 

make way for the current Victorian brick property is unknown but is thought to be around 

the late 1880s.  Two possible clues exist as to its possible year of build.  The new house was 

built using Warboy’s whites.  As Warboy’s brickworks didn’t come into being until 1891 

this suggests the current property was built some when after that date.  However, there is an 

OS trig mark carved into one of the bricks.  The trig mark’s existence, recorded on an 1888 

OS map, is set at 58 feet above sea level.  It would be an odd thing to place a trig mark on a 

property that looked in need of renovation, but a brand new property would give the 

mapmakers the confidence their height reference mark would be there for many years to 

come, suggesting the house was built after the 1881 census, but before 1885, when the OS 

map revision occurred.  At some point No.3 became the village post office, a status it retained 

until after the Second World War when the post office moved to a new site on the High 

Street. 

 

The last Victorian property on Colne Road, built just before Victoria’s death in 1901, was 

No.15 Colne Road, better known as Fairview.  The builder, William Pomfret, moved his 

family into their new home in 1901, just in time to be recorded in the 1901 census.  William 

built the house to provide a family home adjacent to the orchard garden where his 

descendants are still caring for their fruit trees over a hundred years later.   

 

If we include properties that we consider as being on Colne Road, but which in the 1901 

census were listed as East End, then, despite four new properties and two rebuilds, there 

were still only 11 habitable properties and 11 families living along Colne Road in 1901, only 

one more than at the start of the century.  At least the families all now lived in larger 

properties which were less overcrowded than had been the experience of the road’s earlier 

inhabitants.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The 58 feet above sea level trig mark on the 

wall of No.3 Colne Road 
 

 



1900 – 1914: Pre the First World War 
 

 

 
 

OS map of Colne Road in 1902.  

 With the exception of Fairview all of the properties on Colne Road were concentrated at 

its lower end and many had their own pump for water. 

 

An OS map, published in 1902, tells us something about village life at the start of the 20th 

century.  Today we take sanitation for granted, but the map is peppered with the letter ‘P.’ 

and occasionally the letter ‘W’.  These letters mark the location of pumps and wells that 

provided the road’s residents with their domestic water.  If you were wealthy enough you 

had your own pump or well by your back door, otherwise you accessed water at a communal 

village pump, such as the example that still exists by the Reading Room on the High Street.  

There was also no sewage sanitation which meant properties would have a privy in an out 



building and an associated cess pit. At No.16 Colne 

Road, the privy was in one of the farmyard 

outbuildings.  The original cess pit is still present 

under an area of lawn at the side of the house.  

 

For the next twenty-five years Colne Road 

remained as it had been in 1900, though by 1911 

there had been a near 100% turn around in 

ownership created by former residents having died 

or moved out, but no new properties had been built.  

The next new builds wouldn’t arrive until after the 

end of the First World War. 

 

Typical of the occupancy change along the road 

was No.16.  Following William Barratt’s death in 

1899, the Laud family purchased the house and 

associated farm in 1908.   

.       

1918 – 1939: Between the wars 
 

 
 

OS map Colne Road published 1927 

Nos.23 and 25 sit on the boundary with Colne, Fairview is there on the right hand side of 

the road, and No. 28 there on the left, but Longacres hasn’t yet been recorded by the map-

makers. 

Following the cessation of hostilities in 1918, the next new property to appear on Colne Road 

was No.6, Wood Lodge.  Due to the shortage of bricks Wood Lodge wasn’t so much a new 

 
 

Village water pump on the High 

Street.  In the 19th century many 

village properties had their own 

pumps. 



build as a rebuild.  The original Wood 

Lodge was located on Bluntisham Heath, 

near the water tower but, around 1920, A 

D Godfrey, who farmed at The Manor, 

Woodend, had handed the day to day 

management of the farm on to his son and 

needed a new home.  He demolished 

Wood Lodge and used the reclaimed 

bricks to rebuild his home in a less 

isolated location.   

 

Further development soon followed.  The 

farmhouse at No.11 (shown very clearly 

in an aerial shot of the road taken in 1959) 

was built to service a County Council 

smallholding.  It has since been demolished and replaced with a 21st century new-build.  Half 

of its orchard is now overbuilt with Sumerling Way with the balance gifted to the village to 

provide the land on which now stands the village hall, football pitch and children’s play area.   

 

 
 

1959 Aerial shot across Colne Road.  Nos 5, 9, & 11 Colne Road are all built.  The old 

barn at No.9 is still in place and the parish has planted trees on the open green space 

opposite Wood Lodge, now occupied by the gas transfer station.  

 

Further up the road near to the boundary with Colne, the semi-detached properties Nos.23 

and 25 Colne Road are two of the earliest council houses built in Bluntisham.  They are 

recorded on the Huntingdonshire OS map revised in 1924 (but not printed until 1927).  The 

1927 map also shows a significant increase in fruit orchards along the road.  Travelling 

between Bluntisham and Colne must have been a picture when the blossom was on the trees.  

 

 
 

Circa 1930 - AD Godfrey at Wood Lodge 



These developments were quickly followed by No.30, 

Longacres, built in 1927 then the pair of semi-detached 

properties, Nos.19 & 21, built in 1928 on farmland that 

had once belonged to William Beldam, resident of No.2 

Colne Road (formerly the Rose and Crown). No.28 

Colne Road was added in 1929.  Then in 1935, the 

Pomfret family built No.17 as a retirement home for the 

senior Pomfrets, who had handed Fairview and the 

management of the family orchard, over to the next 

generation.   

 

A picture taken in 1940 at the junction of Short Lane and 

Colne Road shows a quiet village road. The village speed 

limit was unrestricted just beyond the junction with 

Short Lane.  No.3 was still the village post office, the 

street lamp was still a gas lamp, but with the onset of the 

war, it was no longer lit at night.  The telephone poles 

confirm that domestic telephones had reached the 

village.  There were still no power poles for electricity 

but fresh piped running water had reached the village.  The erection of the first water tower 

on Bluntisham Heath 1937 provided mains running water.  Many of the wells were filled in 

and numerous pumps, no longer needed, fell into disrepair.  By the time the Second World 

War broke out, Colne Road, was slowly being modernised and had twenty-one habitable 

properties along its length.   

 

 
Colne Road 1940 

 

 
Indicating the year of build, a brick 

on the chimney of No. 28 has the 

initials RG 1929 carved into it 



1945 – 2000: After the second World War 

 

 
Telephone kiosks didn’t start appearing in rural locations until the development of the K6 

model, designed to celebrate the 1936 coronation of George VI.  The photograph probably 

dates to late 1940s / early 1950s 

 

The end of the war and the need to house an expanding population was the trigger for more 

rapid change.  One of the first was a simple but revolutionary addition to the village, the 

arrival of the telephone kiosk outside the Rose and Crown. Not everybody could afford to 

have a phone in their home and the kiosk, located near the village post office at No.3, put a 

rural community in contact with the outside world.  The exact year the telephone kiosk 

arrived is unknown, but the design is a K6 which was designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott in 

1935 to celebrate the coming coronation of George VI in 1936.  Other clues that suggest the 

box arrived after the war, and certainly after the previous street scene, taken in 1940, is the 

absence of the street light and the speed derestriction signs which may have been removed 

to supply metal for the war effort.   

 

Eventually, the increase in domestic phones, followed by the mobile phone, spelt the death 

knell for the kiosk which since its decommissioning around 2010 has been rescued to provide 

a self-help village book exchange.    

 

Post the war, Colne Road development continued with the addition of the first “feeder” 

estate, Presses Close, built circa 1950 and further infill along the road, continued to link 

Bluntisham and Colne with a ribbon of property development with the addition of No.9, 

Cranford, built in 1950, No.5 Colne Road, also built circa 1950s, No.24, built circa 1960s 

by the Tilbrooks who had previously lived on the High Street, and No.26, built in 1967.  A 

significant new addition to the road scene was the arrival of St Helen’s School, opened in 

1967. 

 



 
 

1971 aerial shot across Colne Road. 

 

Taken in 1971, an aerial photograph of Colne Road showed that the barn at No.9 had been 

demolished.  The trees by the gas station, planted some twelve years preciously,were well 

established, No.14 hadn’t yet been built and the abattoir, presumably used by Coxe the 

butcher in 1844, had been turned into a storage shed.  No.16 had received the first of several 

makeovers that would change its internal layout.  The chimneys hadn’t yet gone but the front 

door had been moved from the front to its current location at the side of the house.  Several 

fields, some of which had been William Barratt’s farmland surrounding 16 Colne Road, had 

been sold to provide land for The Poplars and Wheatley Crescent development which had 

been planned, but work on the estate hadn’t yet to commence.   

 

Colne Road was still a relatively rural route bordered by fields and orchards, but change was 

never far away.  The arrival of impending St. Mary’s Road housing estate, with its access 

onto East Street, and The Poplars estate, brought with it the need to modernise how sewerage 

was handled.  The village moved from a system based on septic tanks to a centrally organised 

mains sewage system in 1971.  One of the main sewage drains was laid along the centre of 

Colne Road.  

 

Individual development also continued to appear along the road with three new properties, 

Nos.20 & 22 Colne Road and No.2 The Poplars, which, although it doesn’t front onto Colne 

Road, infills along the road between Nos.22 and 24.  Interestingly, there is no No.18 Colne 

Road.  It exists only as a possible infill gap between No.16 and No.20.  No14, built by 1972, 

replaced the village abattoir, and No.6A, completed in 1976, was built on land sold off by 

Wood Lodge.   

 

At the end of the First World War the land on the right hand side of the road from Cranford 

to the school had been taken over to provide two County Council smallholdings run as two 

separately managed orchards until, in 1982, No.11 was sold to the Latta family.  Their 

daughter Jessica used the house to run her hairdressing and beauty salon business, while her 

father cleared the orchard and farmed the land before eventually selling it on to the building 

company Wimpeys in 1994.  Wimpeys built Sumerling Way on the top half of the field and 

gifted the balance to the village.  In 1997 they began to market their houses as   Higham 

Fields but, as shown on the enclosure map, Higham Fields is a different part of the Parish.  

After suitable protest Wimpey renamed their development Sumerling Way.   One of the 

Sumerling Way properties was built to face onto Colne Road.  Theoretically either No.12a 



or possibly even No.13 Colne Road, though in theory the school holds that privilege, it has 

never formally been given a number and is known as Hartsfield.  No.11 wasn’t part of the 

original sale to Wimpeys and Jessica Latta continued to run her business for a few more 

years before the house, with its large garden, was sold to Lumleys, a local Somersham 

building firm.  Lumley demolished the old No.11 and replaced it with two properties, the 

current No.11, fronting onto Colne Road, and a property fronting onto Sumerling Way. 

 

 
 

The demolition of the old farm house (11 Colne Road) and erection of the replacement 

houses January / September 2006  

 

 
 



In the interim, the addition of Maple Close and The Sycamores increased the volume of 

traffic feeding onto Colne Road from The Poplars/Wheatly Crescent estate. 

 

The second County Council smallholding, adjacent to the school, was run as an orchard 

Owen Abbot who lived elsewhere in the village.  Owen’s retirement as a fruit grower 

coincided with Latta’s disposal of the land to Wimpeys and his smallholding reverted back 

to the County Council.  The parish were granted a lease on the land and, with Owen’s orchard 

cleared, it has been used to extend the park and provide additional football pitches and dog 

recreation facilities.   

 

Meanwhile, on the right hand side of Colne Road, the addition of the bungalows known as 

Gardenia and Orchardside filled in gaps between No.17 and No.19, with Foxhollow and 

Ashmead creating further infill between the school and Fairview.  No.15, Greengables, built 

in 2015, has continued the erosion of the rural divide between Bluntisham and Colne.  

 

In 2019 a request to build a further feeder estate in the field opposite St Helen’s School was 

turned down, though doubtless, it will only be a matter of time before the pressure for new 

homes will bring further estate infill along the road.  Whether the villages of Bluntisham and 

Colne eventually become one is for future planners to decide. 

 

Author 

David Gedye 

16 Colne Road  

April 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Colne Road properties dating from pre 1800  
 

 
No.2 Colne Road – Formerly the Rose and Crown - circa 1590 – renovated 1970s  

 

 
No.4 Colne Road – The Gables 

 

 
 

No.9 Colne Road – Horseshoe Cottage 



Victorian Colne Road 1837 - 1901 
 

 
Nos.8 & 10 – built circa 1840s 

 

 
No.16 – built in 1845, extensions added 1987 & 1998 

 

 
No.12 – built in 1872 



 

 
No.1 Elmers End – rebuilt 1880 

 
No.3 formerly The George Inn and one time post office - 

built circa 1886 

 

 
No.15 Fairview - built 1900, extended 2019 

 



COLNE ROAD PROPERTIES - January 2020 
Direction of travel – Bluntisham to Colne 

 

LEFT HAND SIDE OF ROAD 

 

No.2     Formerly The Rose and Crown, parts date from the 14th century 

No.4     The Gables 16th century   

No.6     Woodlodge erected 1925, previously located on Bluntisham Heath  

No.6a  Built 1976 

No.8     Built pre 1844 

No.10   Built pre 1844 

No.12   Formerly Neasden House built 1872 

No.14   Built 1974 

No.16   Hawthorn House formerly The Laburnums built 1845 

No.18   (There is no No. 18) 

No.20   Built 1974 

No.22   Built 1974 

No.24   Built circa 1960 

No.26   Built circa 1967 

No.28   Built 1929 

No.30   Longacres built 1928 

 

RIGHT HAND SIDE OF ROAD 

 

No.1    Elmers End dates from 16th century, Victorian front built 1890 

No.3    Formerly the George Inn then the Post office built circa 1885 

No.5    Built ? 

No.7    Horseshoe Cottage dates from 16th century 

No.9    Cranford built 1950  

No.11   Built 2009 

             Hartsfield built 1994 

No.13   St. Helen’s School opened 1967 

No.13a Foxhollow built 2001 

No.13b Ashmead built 2001 

No.15   Fairview built 1900 

No.15a Greengables built 2015 

No.17   Built 1937 

      17a Orchardside built ? 

      17b Gardenia built ? 

No.19   Built 1928 

No.21   Built 1928 

No.23   Built circa 1920 

No.25   Built circa 1920 

 


