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PURCHASE MINISTER'S HOUSE.
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FTI’\T’SH AM, EARITH, and COLNE, each & mile distant from the other,

form a group of agrienliurml willages, with a population of about 1400
souls, Nearly o century ago Mr. Coxe Feary, a Bluntisham farmer, hearing Lhe
“good news” of the Gospel from the Rev. Henry Venn, Rector of Yelling, felt
moved o tell the glad tidings fo hix neighbours. God greatly blessed his labors,
and after a time he became the pastpr of a mumerous Church and congregation,

who were served by him with affectionate solicitude during a pastorate of thiriy-

;ﬁve yenrs. To him suu,eeded the Bsv. Samuel Green, for eleven years a faithful

mmMcr- ‘the Rev. J 5 s blmmons,\;\f‘.’t, whoso thirty-eight years semce made

him revered by the congregation an’ the neighbourhood ; end now the Rer. F.

Geadby, M.A., has just closed a happy and successful pastorate of nearly eight
N

yeare., 2 )
-

The homely but spacious “House” in which the congregation met for
worship became, two years ago, so wuch in decay; thut it was found' needful
to renew the roof, and repair the building. = At the same time assistance vers
kindly offered by friends induced au attempt alsc to purchase & Minister’s hguise.

: -

It was estimated that the total cost of the two projects wonld be :t.}_ar_rth.‘£139ff,
and it appeared likely that this sum would be obtaimed without difficulty.

But on tukiug off the roof, almest the whole fabric was found to need re
- - v -

newal, and an edifce has been erected, with some associntions with the old

building, but practically a new ch&p'el. The design has been happily completed,
ad  a lasting house for worship erected, not without beauty, and buils
almost entirely by' workmen comnected with the congrogatioh, whose hearts were
in their work., The result it that an excellent chapel and manse have heen

; - PR i -
obtained, bul u total outlay of about £2300 has beer incurrcd.
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The especial importance at the present day of maintaiming a vigorcus
villaze church, teaching those views of the gospel commonly held by Protestant
Noneonformists, has been a strong motive with many in the congregation to
induce them to venture on this large expendifure. Agriculbural villages are
ponstant sourees of emigration, and many hundreds of persons have left this
neighbourhood during the past fifty years for the large towns of England and
the Coloniss, who have been influenced for good by teaching received in

Bluntisham Meeting House.

‘ Including a Gift by Deed of Miss Simmons for £200, not at present
:n'.::‘i]n'hlo’.',: fhe sum of £1600 has been alrcady rcecived. Assuming the total
outlay s £2300, the deficieney is now £700. Toward this amount £350 has
been offered by three gentlemen, if the remainder can be obtained and the debt
cleared of. The Deacons and friends in the church and congregation know well
how unfavcurable farming aftairs arc just now for such an efiort ; but they are——
very desirows O secure the cons‘darable s’u}ms so kindly offered, and hope the

attempt to clear off the debt will be made with suecess

Dluntisham, May, 187€.



ANALYSIS OF RECEIPTS.

& &
Subscriplions to House and Building Fund - - 1018 11 ¢

Collections Qpening day - . - - . : 5 5L S5 1

s Sunday joliowing - - - - - - 9 11 -8
Djoceeds Bazaar - - - - - - - - 224 0 8
Swnday School Conq“ibu_zione_ A > - . % B 19 10218
Dinney and Tea Tickels und p’:‘qﬁts Cloneert = < 51 1 O
Clollected, in small sums by Ladies in congregalion - - 21 10. 9
Old Materials sold- - - -, - - - - 17 8 0

Clash received fo present time - - - - 1401 8 7
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Misz Stmansns, Deed of Girt - - - - -




