Mrs Christmas

A Fondly remembered Head Teacher

In 1939, a young Tom Youd was evacuated from North London
to Earith. He was a pupil at a school where all the children
were evacuated and, as he was a junior school pupil he was
packed off to Earith to find a family, whereas the senior
children were taken in by families in Bluntisham.

The James Family

The family that took Tom in were the James family of Earith.
Mr John James (photo left) , his wife Eliza and their three adult
daughters - Grace, Annie (Betty) and Olive. Two of the
daughters were headteachers at the two local schools when
Tom arrived. Grace being at the School in Bluntisham and

Olive being at the school at Colne.

The family lived in Earith, and the 1901 census shows that all
three daughters were born in Earith and were contemporaries
of Dorothy L Sayers and her family who were living in the
Rectory in Bluntisham at the same time. It Is thought that the
photograph at the start of this document shows Grace James
(seated third from the left) and her sisters in the Rectory
Garden around 1910 when Dorothy L Sayers was living at the
Rectory:
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Both Grace and Olive appear to have both studied at Cambridge, with Grace going to Girton
College and Olive studying at Homerton. By the time that Tom arrived in 1939 both were
established in their positions in the local schools and he recalls that they were both very strict
and took no nonsense from a young lad from London.

In the 1911 census Grace James was already teaching, she was living with her mother’s family and
teaching at a school in Somersham. Olive and Annie were still living in Earith with their parents
and Dorothy L Sayers was still living in the Rectory with her family. The relationship between
the two families was clear, the following image is a copy of a reference that Reverend Sayers
provided for Olive James in 1923 to support her application for a new role
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Reference from Rev'd Sayers Olive Chambers (nee James)

Grace James married Thomas Christmas in 1928 when she was 37 years old and they lived at
Longacres on Colne Road, Thomas Christmas was a farmer and Grace a teacher. It is not clear
when Grace started to work at the school in Bluntisham but it was probably during the 1920’s.

She was certainly in post when Ernest Ward attended Bluntisham School, in his book “Bluntisham
- A Village Remembered” he writes “Mrs Christmas was an excellent teacher, although she was
rather strict” Ernest Ward was born in 1920 and attended Bluntisham school up until he was
around 14.

Alec Moore in his memoir “Boys From Bluntisham” writes that he attended the school in the early
1930’s along with David Godfrey “The tiny school was staffed by Mrs Christmas, the headmistress
and Miss Pratt and a middle class teacher”

It is clear from all anecdotal accounts that Mrs Christmas was a well respected teacher, who was
held in great affection by all those that knew her or who had attended her school. If any one else

has any memories of Mrs Christmas we would love to hear about them. 2



Grace Christmas died in 1949 at the relatively you

age of 58. It is evident from the cutting below, taken
from the Hunts Post in 1949 that Grace Christmas

was held in great regard in the village, it is a report
of her funeral held at the Baptist Church in 1949.

The photograph opposite is of Grace, estimated to

have been taken sometime in the 1930’s.

Grace is buried in the graveyard at the Baptist
Church alongside her husband Thomas Christmas,
and in full view of the Old School.

Perhaps next time you walk past, pause a while to
say hello to Mrs Christmas, and thank her for her

contribution to our village.
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Thank you to Tom Youd for sharinsg his
memories of Grace Christmas, the

photographs and the press cuttings
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