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Newsletter 

2025 

 

 

Dear IP Paralegals, 

 

We hope you had a beautiful summer. 

It's already been a year since we sent you our last newsletter. 

 

NEWS FROM THE BOARD 

First, Annelies Dobbelaere, our co-founding member and former chair 

of BELAIPA, has withdrawn her resignation. 

Annelies will contribute to the development of trademark-related 

activities.  

We thank her for remaining on board.  

 

 

 

We are also pleased to announce that Linda Sulaj, IP paralegal 

at Calysta, has offered her assistance to update our website 

and work on various aspects of our communication. 

She has already begun working on these initiatives. Thank you, 

Linda, for your support! 
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A LOOK BACK AT 2024-2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webinar of 15 October 2024 - Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPC’s) 

 

Thirty paralegals from across Europe attended our webinar on Supplementary Protection 

Certificates, organized in collaboration with Kirkpatrick. 

 

Muriel Neujean, EPO certified patent administrator (EPAC), and Bart van den Hazel, 

European Patent Attorney, delivered a comprehensive 2-hour presentation covering the 

purpose of SPCs, timelines and requirements, illustrated with practical examples, and 

concluded with an engaging quiz. 

 

Our heartfelt thanks go to our speakers and all participants! 
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General Meeting and event of 24 June 2025 - Technovation Centre of AGC Glass 

Europe  

 

This year we had the privilege of being welcomed at the Technovation Centre of AGC Glass 

Europe. 

AGC Glass Europe produces, processes and distributes flat glass for the construction 

industry, automotive industry and other sectors (transport, solar power and high-tech 

applications). 

Following a presentation about AGC Glass Europe by Christophe Cornu, one of our 

esteemed members, we held our customary General Meeting, followed by an insightful and 

entertaining presentation on "Loss of Rights and Remedies" by Marie Rassart – European 

Patent Attorney, and a presentation on "Digitalization/AI and How the IP World is Changing" 

by Adrien Lemoine – European Patent Attorney, who shared insights about his developed 

tool "BAGELS". 

During the event, we had the opportunity to visit the laboratories to witness glass sample 

manufacturing in action and observe glass resistance testing procedures. We also had the 

chance to explore the anechoic chamber! 

It was an exceptional day with networking lunch attended by 20 participants. 
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EPIPA board members meeting in Copenhagen – 16 May 2025 

 

We represented BELAIPA at the annual face-to-face meeting of EPIPA. 

A preliminary meeting with our sister organizations on 15 May 2025 was followed by a full-

day meeting where numerous topics were discussed. 

This year's meeting was hosted by DAIPA at Ferring's impressive seafront office. We had the 

opportunity for an online discussion with our colleagues from the newly established SAIPA. 

Discussion topics included SACEPO and WIPO working groups, EUIPO user group, EPAC, 

development of sister organizations in other countries, and the series of webinars about AI 

hosted by EPIPA, CIPA and Ben Hoyle, organized earlier this year. 

 

EPIPA regularly updates its website and shares news and information about (online) events 

organized by National Associations. We encourage you to monitor these updates, as events 

are typically open to members of other National Associations. 
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EPAC 2024 

As you may know, rules changed for the third edition of the EPAC exam. 

The duration of Part 1 is now 90 minutes (previously 60 minutes for the first two editions). 

For EPAC 2022 and 2023, candidates needed to answer at least eight questions correctly in 

Part 1 for Part 2 to be marked. The number of correct answers now required to pass Part 1 

has been reduced to seven. 

Here is the 2024 list of successful candidates. Congratulations to the four BELAIPA members 

who succeeded in 2024! 

 

 

 

EPAC 2025 

EPAC 2025 takes place on 9 October 2025. Enrollment has concluded with approximately 440 

registrations. However, this does not guarantee that all enrolled candidates will participate. 

BELAIPA members preparing for the exam are welcome to reach out for study tips or to 

connect with previous successful candidates who may be willing to share their experience. 

We wish the best of luck to all our members registered for this exam! 
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End of Smart Cards and National Patent Offices 

The EPO has confirmed that the desktop-based Online Filing software (eOLF) will be 

discontinued by the end of 2025. 

As of January 2026, OLF 2.0 or, where available, MyEPO will be the required tools, if your 

organization has not already transitioned. 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the progress status at national Patent Offices? 

Belgian Front Office e-Filing  

Go-Live is scheduled for September 30, 2025.  

Patent attorneys were invited to create accounts on September 10, 2025.  

Paralegals will be able to create accounts starting September 30, 2025.  

Account activation may take several days. Existing accounts from the test group will remain 

active. Both e-OLF and the new Front Office e-Filing will coexist for at least 6 weeks. 

BIPO has indicated they expect everyone to transition to the new web-based application 

before January 2026 so that e-OLF can be decommissioned. 

We highly recommend creating your account as soon as possible.  

Long live the new Front Office e-Filing, which we find truly user-friendly! 

Should you have any questions regarding the new Front Office e-Filing, don’t hesitate to 

contact us.  If we don’t have the answers, we can at least help finding them! 

 

Dutch Front Office e-Filing  

According to information received from our Netherlands colleagues, the new web-based 

application is nearly operational, but development continues on PCT forms (The Netherlands 

remains a receiving office for PCT applications). 
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Luxembourg Front Office e-Filing  

Go-Live of Front Office e-Filing was launched in Luxembourg on March 14, 2025. 

Here are the modalities for getting access and creating account: 

How to access eFiling offered by the LU OPI 

You can login to eFiling via username/password with a “two factor authentication” (2FA) 

method using Microsoft or Google authenticator. 

Read more about: 

▪ registering at the LU OPI to use eFiling: click on the “Register” link, fill and submit the 

information form and the access will be activated after validation by the LU OPI. 

After registering at the LU OPI, we would be grateful if you could respect the following steps: 

▪ Send an e-mail to BPP-Helpdesk@eco.etat.lu to confirm your registration at the LU 

OPI to use eFiling; 

▪ LU OPI will then confirm the activation of your access in order to be able to submit 

your applications. If you are an agent, LU OPI will also send you your "Agent ID" which 

can be used in the eFiling interface (it is the same as for eOLF). 

Please also note the following points regarding teamwork with eFiling: 

▪ Each user is created with an “individual account” of which he is, of course, 

Administrator; 

▪ For users to share submissions, there is the possibility to create “organisations”. The 

person who creates the organisation is the administrator and can invite other users to 

it via their email address (considering that they already have an “individual account” 

defined in eFiling). As the administrator of the organisation, you can then assign rights 

to the invited users in relation to the existing workflow in eFiling (including defining 

another user as Administrator). 

Do you still have questions? 

▪ If you encounter any problems submitting applications or have questions about the 

eFiling, you can contact the LU OPI Helpdesk (BPP-Helpdesk@eco.etat.lu). 

▪ “Functional training” on “Front Office” is available here on the website of the EPO 

(forms and available functionalities could be different in eFiling because of the 

national customization). 
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2025 – Some Changes in EPC 

 

▪ The Lao People’s Democratic became a validation State on April 1, 2025. Validation 

for Laos is deemed requested for any European or International application filed on or 

after 1 April 2025. 

 

 

▪ Montenegro acceded to the London Agreement. For European patents granted with 

effect for Montenegro on or after 1 August 2025, no Montenegrin language 

translation of the European patent specification need be supplied if the patent is 

granted in English or if an English translation of the patent is supplied. However, a 

Montenegrin language translation of the claims must always be supplied. 
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Get to know your IP colleagues 

This year, we’ve had the chance to welcome several new members into our community—

each bringing their own story, energy, and passion. In this edition, one of them takes the stage 

to introduce himself. Dive into his words, and get a glimpse of what inspired him to join us! 

 

                                           

                                         Hi everyone, 

                                         My name is Michiel Derboven and I work as an IP assistant for                                     

                             Arnold & Siedsma (now part of the Rouse group). 

 

 

At Arnold & Siedsma, we strive to exceed our client's expectations and provide 

valuable and high-quality service on a continuous basis. 

Our team unites a myriad of different functions such as formalities officers, IP 

assistants, process managers, developers, patent attorneys and so on. 

Together we have got all the capabilities and expertise to help our clients navigate 

the wonderful, but at times complex world of IP. 

Personally, I was attracted to IP out of my love for foreign languages and 

international communication and I am glad I jumped at the chance. 

I am now even more excited, since we have become truly international and I get to 

cooperate with lots of different people from all over the world. 

I started working in IP in February 2024, and I decided to join Belaipa because it 

provides a unique platform to exchange best practices with fellow IP paralegals, stay 

updated on developments, and strengthen our professional community. Being part 

of this association also allows me to share experiences, learn from colleagues, and 

contribute to raising the visibility of our profession. 
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That’s a wrap for this edition! 

 

We’ll leave you with this thought (suggested by Open AI 😉): the best communities are not 

built in words, but in actions. Let’s keep building together. 

 

See you in our next seminar, exchange, or newsletter—because every insight shared makes 

our IP community stronger. 

 

Maud, Martine, Jean-Marc 

For Belaipa 
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