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PRESS RELEASE - Board of Airline Representatives in Belgium (BAR Belgium) 

Passenger Rights Matter, So Does the Future of Air Connectivity 
 

The Board of Airline Representatives in Belgium (BAR Belgium) acknowledges the recent confirmation of the 

EU261 compensation framework. Our member airlines remain firmly committed to delivering a safe, reliable 

and high-quality travel experience. Passenger rights are an essential part of that commitment, while safety will 

always remain our industry’s highest priority. 

Delays and disruptions are in no one’s interest. Airlines continue to invest significantly in operational resilience and 

punctuality, despite increasing cost pressures, infrastructure constraints and structurally thin margins. BAR is 

concerned that compensation levels under EU261 are not always aligned with the actual damage incurred by 

passengers and may have unintended consequences for air connectivity to and from Europe, particularly on regional 

and lower-yield routes. 

Aviation is a vital driver of economic growth, trade, tourism and employment. Policymakers should carefully assess 

the cumulative impact of regulatory obligations, compensation schemes and the growing number of national 

aviation taxes and charges. Europe’s connectivity, competitiveness and consumers ultimately depend on a 

sustainable aviation sector. The time has come to prioritise policies that strengthen, rather than further burden, the 

industry’s ability to connect people, regions and economies. 

 

About BAR Belgium 

The Board of Airline Representatives in Belgium (BAR Belgium) represents the interests of 28 international airlines 

operating in Belgium. It acts as the voice of airlines towards the government and in social dialogue, facilitating 

collaboration with authorities and promoting a globally connected aviation sector. 
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