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COURSE STANDARD 

COURSE PLANNING 
 
The AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor training course is designed to train the prospective instructor to 
the key areas of snorkel diver training, namely: 

1. Theory Knowledge, 
2. Skill Development, 
3. Accident Management ie snorkel rescue and management reviews 
4. Classroom Presentation, 
5. Practical Skills Training 
6. Dive Leadership, and  
7. Student Assessment. 

The AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor is able to teach and certify AUSI Snorkel Diver, AUSI Snorkel 
Swimming Instructor and AUSI Snorkel Guide, and must demonstrate the appropriate skills and 
knowledge to do so by undergoing training and assessment. 
The training process involves the following: 

1. Instructor Development Lectures, and 
2. Assessment on aspects of the AUSI Snorkel Diver course throughout training. 

Before being certified as an AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor, the candidate must complete both the 
training and assessment phases. 
Training can be conducted either:  

1. As an in-facility program where the training and assessment phases are conducted 
over any time frame that satisfies both the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer 
and the candidate.  
In-facility programs require that the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer 
submit an AUSI Professional Training Program Application Form to AUSI Head 
Office 60 days prior to the proposed commencement date. 
or 

2. As five day full time AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Program which 
includes training and assessment. To avoid duplication of such programs in any 
one region AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Programs must have AUSI 
Head Office approval. To gain approval AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer 
must submit an AUSI Professional Training Program Application Form to AUSI 
Head Office at least 60 days in advance. 

Prerequisites  
Prior to participating on an AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Program candidates are required to meet 
the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor course prerequisites, which are: 

1. Be at least 18 years of age, 
2. Be certified medically fit to snorkel dive by a medical practitioner, 
3. Be able to swim 200 metres (220yds) unaided in no more than five minutes and then 

immediately stay afloat for at least 10 minutes, 
4. Be a certified AUSI Snorkel Diver or approved equivalent, 
5. Have a current work place first aid certificate or approved equivalent, 
6. Have a current CPR certificate or approved equivalent, 
7. Have a current oxygen provider certificate or higher or approved equivalent, 
8. Show evidence of 25 snorkel dives in varying locations and conditions,  
9. Have assisted on at least one AUSI Snorkel Diver course in the last twelve months or 

approved equivalent,  
10. Have submitted completed AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Workbook, and 
11. Have submitted a completed AUSI Professional Training Application Form with 

appropriate fee to AUS Head Office prior to the commencement of training. 
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Instructor 
The course can only be conducted by an AUSI Snorkel Instructor Trainer or endorsed AUSI Level 
VII Scuba Instructor or higher or approved equivalent.  

Ratios 
Training ratios must not exceed eight candidates per instructor or 12 candidates with an AUSI 
Snorkel Diver Instructor as an assistant. 
 

Materials 
During the course it is compulsory for the instructor to use the following:  

1. AUSI Snorkel Diver Course Notes,  
2. AUSI Instructor Course Notes,  
3. AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Workbook,  
4. AUSI Medical History Form, 
5. AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Record, 
6. AUSI Classroom Lesson Planner, and 
7. AUSI Assessment Forms. 

Items 1, 2 & 3: Hard copy can be purchased from AUSI Head Office. 

In lieu of Item 1: AUSI Snorkel Diver Course Notes and lesson reviews can be downloaded from www.ausi.com.au.  
 
Items 4, 5, 6, & 7: Can be photocopied from the Course Materials section of the AUSI Instructor Manual. 
 
All items: Can be downloaded from www.ausi.com.au however only registered instructors can download Items 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7 & 8 as part of the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer Pack. 
 

The recommended text, Recreational Scuba Diving by Sinclair and Kenley, is available from 
AUSI Head Office. 
 
Equipment 
Each instructor and candidate shall use the following equipment during all practical training and 
ocean diving throughout the course: 

1. Mask, snorkel and fins, 
2. Buoyancy control device with carbon dioxide emergency inflator designed to maintain the 

head above water surface when inflated,  
3. Adequate exposure protection with appropriate quick release weight system, 
4. Knife, and 
5. Flotation device or devices, or platform capable of supporting all snorkellers must be used 

on all ocean dives. 
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Suggested Timetables 
 
The following are suggested course timetables: 
 
PART-TIME (DOUBLE WEEKEND) COURSE 
 
Weekend One: 
 
FRIDAY  19:30 Introduction including an overview of the AUSI Dive Management 

Flow Chart & the AUSI Scuba Accident Management Flow Chart 
   20:30 AUSI Philosophy 
 
SATURDAY  08:00 Personal Skill Development & Snorkel Rescues 
   10:00 Classroom Presentation 
   12:00 LUNCH 
   13:00 Lesson Planning (Group exercise) 
   15:00 Classroom Presentations  
   18:00 DINNER 
 
SUNDAY  08:00 Practical Skills Training  
   10:00 Practical Skills Presentations 
   12:00 LUNCH 
   13:00 Ocean Training Dives  
   1500 Practical Dive Leaderships (Group exercise)  
   17:00 Debrief 
Weekend Two: 
 
FRIDAY  19:30 Student Assessment & Certification 
   21:00 Classroom Presentations 
SATURDAY  08:00 Medical Aspects of Diving 
   10:00 Practical Skills Presentations 
   12:00 LUNCH 
   13:00 Legal Aspects of Diving Instruction 
   14:00 Fitness Tests 
   16:00 Theory Review  
   18:00 DINNER 
 
SUNDAY  08:00 Practical Dive Leaderships (Ocean) 
   10:00 Theory Examination 
   12:00 LUNCH 
   13:00 Standards & Procedures Examination 
   16:00 Results & Debrief 
    
NOTE: Basic Seamanship and Basic Navigation (AUSI Scuba Modules 21 & 22) are to be completed by home study 
between weekends and the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer should conduct a brief review to clarify any 
questions. 
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FULL TIME (5 DAY) COURSE 
 
Day One: 
 09:00 Introduction including an overview of the AUSI Dive Management Flow 

Chart & the AUSI Scuba Accident Management Flow Chart 
  10:00 AUSI Philosophy 
  12:00 LUNCH 
  13:00 Personal Skill Development & Snorkel Rescues  
  15:00 Medical Aspects of Diving 
  18:00 DINNER   
Day Two: 
  08:00 Classroom Presentation  
  10:00 Lesson Planning (Group exercise)  
  12:00 LUNCH 
  13:00 Classroom Presentations  
  15:00 Legal Aspects of Diving Instruction   
  18:00 DINNER 
Day Three: 
  08:00 Practical Skills Training  
  10:00 Practical Skills Presentations  
  12:00 LUNCH 
  13:00 Ocean Training Dives  
  15:00 Practical Dive Leaderships (Group exercise)  
  18:00 DINNER 
Day Four: 
  08:00 Student Assessment & Certification 
  10:00 Practical Skills Presentations 
  12:00 LUNCH 
  13:00 Classroom Presentations 
  14:00 Fitness Tests  
  16:00 Theory Review 
  18:00 DINNER 
Day Five: 
  08:00 Practical Dive Leaderships (Ocean) 
  10:00 Theory Examination  
  12:00 LUNCH 
  13:00 Standards & Procedures Examination Fitness Tests 
  1600 Results & Debrief 
 
NOTE: Basic Seamanship and Basic Navigation (AUSI Scuba Modules 21 & 22) are to be completed by home study 
between weekends and the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer should conduct a brief review to clarify any 
questions. 
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INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT LECTURES 
 

Introduction 
The following materials are required for the Introduction Session: 

1. AUSI Snorkel Diver Course Notes,  
2. AUSI Instructor Course Notes, 
3. AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Workbook,  
4. AUSI Medical History Form, and 
5. AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Record. 

During the introductory session, which must be done before any practical sessions are conducted, 
the instructor is required to do the following: 

1. Have student complete the AUSI Medical History Form or approved equivalent and check 
carefully,  

2. Sight evidence that the student meets all the prerequisites for the course, 
3. Check that the candidate meets the prerequisites and record on the AUSI Snorkel Diver 

Instructor Training Record, 
4. Explain the AUSI Pathway and where the current course fits in, 
5. Explain the structure of the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Course, 
6. Explain assessment procedures, 
7. Discuss the timetable for the course, 
8. Explain the requirements for certification, and 
9. Explain the Annual Renewal procedure. 

The recommended text books for those students who wishing to do further reading are: 
1. Recreational Scuba Diving – Sinclair & Kenley, 
2. Oxygen First Aid - J.Lippmann, 
3. The DAN Emergency Handbook - J.Lippmann & S.Bugg 
4. The Sport Diving Medical – Parker, 
5. Scuba Safety In Australia - Wilks, Knight & Lippmann, and 
6. Diving Medicine for Scuba Divers - Edmonds, McKenzie & Thomas. 

 
All texts are available from AUSI Head Office. 
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Theory Sessions 
The AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor course consists of seven Instructor Development Lectures with 
lesson reviews, three home study modules and a theory knowledge examination. 

Instructor Development Lectures should be conducted in accordance with the Classroom 
Presentation section of the AUSI Instructor Course Notes.   

The topics covered are listed below: 

 Instructor Development Lectures: 
AUSI Philosophy 
 

Classroom Presentations 
 

Practical Skills Training 
 

Ocean Training Dives  
 

Student Assessment & Certification 
 

Medical Aspects of Diving 
 

Legal Aspects of Diving Instruction 

 Home Study Modules: 
Basic Seamanship** 

 

Basic Navigation** 
 

** The AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Theory Examination is based on these topics. 

Students must have their own current edition of the AUSI Instructor Course Notes and the AUSI 
Snorkel Diver Instructor Workbook.   

After each theory session has been attended the student must complete the relevant lesson review 
found in the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Workbook. 

The AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Record is to be updated at the end of every theory 
session. 
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CANDIDATE PRESENTATIONS 
The overall aim of the candidate presentations is to have the candidate teach all aspects of an AUSI 
Snorkel Diver course in sequence.  During the lesson presentation candidates are to be assessed and 
Instructor Trainers are to ensure theory knowledge and teaching skills are discussed to enhance 
candidate knowledge and skill. 

The candidate will use the AUSI Snorkel Diver Teaching Guidelines and the AUSI Snorkel Diving 
Course Notes as a guide to each lesson.  Instructor Trainers are to give feedback to the candidates 
so they understand the level at which the each lesson is to be pitched when teaching the AUSI 
Snorkel Diving course. 

Each presentation will be assessed using the relevant AUSI Assessment Form and these forms must 
be filed in the candidates course file. 

There are three presentation aspects to be assessed: 

1. Classroom Presentation,  

2. Practical Skills Training Presentation, and 

3. Dive Leadership. 

Using the AUSI Assessment Forms 
The AUSI Assessment Forms are designed to give a competency-based result ie either a pass or a 
fail result. However, a performance mark is also given to act as a guide to the candidate’s 
performance. 

Performance is rated according to the following criteria: 

 < 60  unsatisfactory 

 60-70 poor 

 71-80 average 

 81-90 good 

 > 90  excellent 

For example,  FAIL/83 means key elements were missed but the performance was good 

 PASS/67 means all key elements were present but the performance was poor. 

When calculating the performance mark, deduct full value when a point is missed or even if a point 
was made but not strongly enough eg. if a candidate gives a reason to learn but it was not very good 
or not very convincing then it is scored as being given but no marks are allocated. 

Where there are scuba specific points to be covered award the point and marks to the candidate.  
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Classroom Presentation 
In the initial phase of instructor assessment it is best to have the candidate present micro lessons ie 
short 15-20 minute complete lessons on given topics eg Buoyancy. 

The micro lesson must be carefully assessed using the AUSI Classroom Presentation Assessment 
Form with the assessing instructor carefully recording what they see and making any relevant 
comments. After completion of the presentation the assessing instructor must give the candidate 
carefully worded feedback on their performance. It is important that the feedback given to the 
candidate be as positive and constructive as possible while at the same time paying attention to the 
candidate’s theory knowledge as well as presentation skills. 

Candidates should be encouraged to use the AUSI Classroom Lesson Planner when planning and 
presenting presentations. 

During the course Instructor Trainer’s need to have the candidates, where possible, work through 
all the aspects of the AUSI Snorkel Diver Course Notes in sequence. Instructor Trainers need to 
provide feedback on the level of information candidates need to achieve and also help build on the 
candidate’s theory knowledge. 

If the audience used for the presentation is a manufactured audience ie not real students, then the 
audience must be briefed to behave and answer questions as real students would be expected to 
behave. Unruly behaviour and giving unreasonable answers is clearly unacceptable and only serves 
to unnecessarily upset the candidate. 

Practical Skill Training Presentation 
In the initial phase of instructor assessment it is best to have the candidate present micro lessons ie 
short 15-20 minute complete lessons on given skills eg Mask Clearing. 

The micro lesson must be carefully assessed using the AUSI Practical Presentation Assessment 
Form (Snorkel Diver Instructor) with the assessing instructor carefully recording what they see and 
making any relevant comments. After completion of the presentation the assessing instructor must 
give the candidate carefully worded feedback on their performance. It is important that the feedback 
given to the candidate be as positive and constructive as possible while at the same time paying 
attention to the candidate’s personal diving skills as well as presentation skills. 

If the audience used for the presentation is a manufactured audience ie not real students then the 
audience must be briefed to behave and answer questions as real students would be expected to 
behave. Unruly behaviour and giving unreasonable answers is clearly unacceptable and only serves 
to unnecessarily upset the candidate. 

In practical presentations the candidate must be given problems to solve. These problems must be 
problems that they would experience with real students and once a problem has been identified and 
solved then the lesson must be allowed to proceed as normal. It is also important not to overload the 
lesson with too many problems to solve, three or four problems per lesson is quite adequate. 
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Dive Leadership 
 
The aim of the Dive Leadership exercises is to prepare the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor candidate 
for their final Dive Leadership Assessment.  The candidate needs to understand the key elements of 
dive leadership, and the sequence.  During their training the candidate will be exposed to at least 
four complete dive leadership exercises, which should reinforce the key elements and sequence and 
increasingly introduce potential student problems. 

Each candidate must act as the instructor for at least one section during each exercise.  Try to 
ensure that each candidate has been the leader for all sections of a dive leadership and leads the in-
water phase on at least two of the exercises.  The dive leadership exercise should be conducted with 
one of the candidates acting as the instructor at all times and at least two mock students which 
during the later sessions should include the Instructor Trainer. or an assistant, who must be a 
minimum of an AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor. 

During the first session use a pool or easy access dive site to allow as many repetitions of the dive 
leadership sequence as possible.  Concentrate on developing the sequence and keep student 
problems simple and to a minimum. 

The dive leadership exercise should be as realistic as possible with the mock students having 
realistic problems, no more than one or two per candidate that they have been briefed on by the 
Instructor Trainer, or assistant.  An AUSI Dive Leadership Assessment Form (Snorkel Diver 
Instructor) must be used by the Instructor Trainer, or assistant, and should be discussed in detail 
during the debrief session. 

The Instructor Trainer must ensure that no candidate is put into a potentially dangerous situation 
when performing as mock students with problems or as the dive leader.  Only take the scenario to 
the point where the lesson can be learnt without endangering safety. 

Where possible, it is ideal if each candidate performs the in-water section of the dive leadership as 
the instructor.   

The candidates should use the AUSI Snorkel Dive Leader Cue Card to help ensure that the dive 
leadership includes all required components. 

When conducting practice sessions have the candidates rotate through the following phases of the 
exercise: 

1. General Brief & Equipment Organisation, 
2. Arrival & Dive Brief, 
3. Gear Up & Entry, and 
4. During Dive, Descent & Ascents, On Surface, Exit & Dive End. 

Once in the water have candidates, in turn, takeover on surface and perform surface control, final 
brief, descent, dive, ascent and surface control followed by a quick debrief while still in-water. 
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ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES 
Assessment of an AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor will be based on course results achieved in the 
following areas: 

1. Classroom Presentation, 

2. Practical Skill Training Presentation, 

3. Dive Leadership,  

4. Accident Management ie snorkel rescue and management reviews,  

5. Snorkel Diving Theory Knowledge Examination,  

6. AUSI Standards and Procedures Examination, and 

7. Snorkel Diver Instructor Fitness Tests. 

All assessment forms must be kept in the candidate’s course file and all final results summarised on 
the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Record. 
 
Classroom Presentation 

1. Candidate must present a minimum of two micro lessons, which must be different topics. 

2. Assess using the AUSI Classroom Presentation Assessment Form. 

3. Candidate must pass at least one presentation, where a pass is when the candidate scores the 
minimum required in the "must" column of the assessment form. 

 

Practical Skills Training Presentation 
1. Candidate must present a minimum of two micro lessons, which must be different topics. 

2. Assess using the AUSI Practical Presentation Assessment Form (Snorkel Diver Instructor). 

3. Candidate must pass at least one presentation, where a pass is when the candidate scores the 
minimum required in the "must" column of the assessment form. 

 

Dive Leadership  
1. Candidate must be involved with at least two different aspects of a dive leadership exercise 

including a full brief. 

2. Assess using the AUSI Dive Leadership Assessment Form (Snorkel Diver Instructor). 

3. Candidate must pass their brief section where the minimum mark required in the "must" 
column of the assessment form is achieved. 
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Accident Management 
 
Snorkel Rescue 

1. Candidate must present a pass standard during the course. 

2. Assess using the AUSI Snorkel Rescue Assessment Form. 

3. A pass is achieved when the candidate records a pass in two consecutive attempts. 

Snorkel Diving Theory Knowledge Examination 
1. This closed book examination is to be marked by the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor 

Trainer. 

2. Minimum mark required for a pass is 80%.  

3. All incorrect answers must be reviewed. 

4. A retest must be conducted for candidates who score less than 75% and the retest cannot be 
conducted for at least 30 days and must be done within 90 days. 

NOTE:  The AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer can at their discretion conduct an oral examination to clarify 
areas of the candidate's theory knowledge. If an oral examination is to be conducted an AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor 
must witness it. 

AUSI Standards & Procedures Examination 
1. This open book examination is to be conducted at the conclusion of the AUSI Snorkel 
Instructor Course. 

2. Minimum mark required for a pass is 80%.  

3. All incorrect answers must be reviewed. 

4. A retest must be conducted for candidates who score less than 75% and the retest cannot be 
conducted for at least 30 days and must be done within 90 days. 

Fitness Tests 
During the course the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor candidate must: 

1. Swim, without the use of aids, 200 metres (220yds) in no more than five minutes then 
immediately stay afloat for no less than 10 minutes 

2. Snorkel swim, while neutrally buoyant, 800 metres (880yds) in no more than 16 minutes 

3. In the ocean, duck dive and retrieve an object from a depth of no less than six metres (20ft) 
and no more than 12 metres (40ft). This Certification Dive determines the level of 
certification, ie Level 1 - at least six metres (20ft), Level 2 - at least nine metres (30ft) and 
Level 3 - 12 metres (40ft). 

4. In the ocean, in no less than two metres of water, swim underwater a distance of 25 metres 
(30yds) on one breath. 
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Internship 

If the candidate has not previously done an internship with an AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor then 
the candidate must sit in on an AUSI Snorkel Diver program. 

The purpose of the trainee internship is to provide the candidate with a detailed overview of the 
running and management of a diving school in actual operation. 

During the internship the supervising instructors are to ensure the candidate attends all sessions and 
is given meaningful explanations of the following: 
1. Course programming, 
2. Dive school organisation, 
3. Dive site selection, and 
4. Equipment stowage and repair procedures. 

It is also very important to have the intern work with students and allow them an opportunity to 
give some small lesson presentations. Any lesson presentations must be assessed using the relevant 
AUSI Assessment Form which then must be placed in the trainees course file after an appropriate 
debrief on their performance. 
 

Determining Results 
The AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer is to review the candidates AUSI Snorkel Diver 
Instructor Training Record to determine an overall result based on the following criteria: 
 
Pass 

A pass is awarded when the candidate achieves a pass in each of the following: 
1. Classroom Presentation, 
2. Practical Skill Training Presentation, 
3. Dive Leadership, 
4. Accident Management, 
5. AUSI Snorkel Diving Theory Knowledge Examination,  
6. AUSI Standards and Procedures Examination, and 
7. Snorkel Diver Instructor Fitness Tests. 
 
Provisional 

Provisional status can only be awarded to a candidate when only one section is failed.  The 
candidate will be given a minimum of 30 days and maximum of 60 days to complete a retest in that 
area. 
 
Fail 

When the candidate receives a fail in more than one area. 
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RESULTS & DEBRIEF 
The results, in writing, must be handed to the candidate at the conclusion of the final examination 
phase of the course. 

After handing out results, an individual debrief must be conducted with each candidate by the AUSI 
Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer. 

During the debrief strengths and weaknesses must be brought to the attention of the candidate. 

The candidate must also be given an opportunity to review their file. 

NOTE: The level of certification is determined by the Certification Dive, which can be upgraded at any time subject to 
another Certification Dive. 

 
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
At the conclusion of the course the AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Trainer is to forward the 
following to AUSI Head Office: 

1. Candidates course file with all assessment forms and examinations, 

2. Completed AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Training Record, and 

3. Completed AUSI Snorkel Diver Instructor Workbook.  

AUSI Head Office will forward certification card and wall certificate to the candidate. These can be 
ordered prior to the examination phase but can only be presented when the above items are 
satisfactorily completed. 
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AUSI SNORKEL DIVER 
INSTRUCTOR 
 
 

COURSE MATERIALS 
 
 
AUSI PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM APPLICATION FORM 

AUSI PROFESSIONAL TRAINING APPLICATION FORM 

AUSI MEDICAL HISTORY FORM 

AUSI SNORKEL DIVER INSTRUCTOR TRAINING RECORD 

AUSI SNORKEL DIVER INSTRUCTOR THEORY TEST 

AUSI SNORKEL DIVER INSTRUCTOR THEORY TEST ANSWER SHEET 

AUSI SNORKEL DIVER INSTRUCTOR THEORY TEST ANSWER TEMPLATE 

AUSI SNORKEL RESCUE ASSESSMENT FORM  

AUSI CLASSROOM PRESENTATION ASSESSMENT FORM 

AUSI PRACTICAL PRESENTATION ASSESSMENT FORM (Snorkel Diver Instructor) 

AUSI DIVE LEADERSHIP ASSESSMENT FORM (Snorkel Diver Instructor) 

AUSI CLASSROOM LESSON PLANNER 

AUSI SNORKEL DIVE LEADERSHIP CUE CARD 
 

Please photocopy the forms for use as necessary from this 
section of your AUSI Instructor Manual.  

OR 
Registered instructors can download an AUSI Snorkel Diver 

Instructor Trainer Pack from www.ausi.com.au. 
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