
 

 
 
 
 
Ms. Ursula von der Leyen  
President of the European Commission  
European Commission  
Rue de la Loi 200  
1049 Brussels 
 
Re: Murder of George Floyd, Black Lives Matter protests and violation of fundamental rights 
in the USA and anti-racism in the European Union 
 

Brussels,  
June 4, 2020 

 
To: President von der Leyen 
CC: HRVP Josep Borrell, Commissioner Helena Dalli, Commissioner Didier Reynders 
 
We are writing to express our utmost concern towards the ongoing situation in the United 
States of America and the need for a strong EU response, towards racism both at home and 
abroad.  
 
Following the murder of George Floyd at the hands of 4 police officers, protests have erupted 
across the USA and indeed the world. People everywhere have taken to the streets to express 
their malcontent, and their desire for change. Police have attacked protestors and journalists 
have been arrested live on TV, with complete disregards for the freedom of the press. 
 
President Donald Trump has openly voiced his resentment for the protestors and has even 
incited violence towards them. On May 29, Trump tweeted “when the looting starts, the 
shooting starts” – a 1967 quote from a racist Miami police chief. Yesterday, President Trump 
stated that he would send in the military to states where Governors refused to deploy the 
national guard. 
 
The EU should never hesitate to take a strong and decisive stand against racism, violence and 
injustice.  It is vital that the Commission publishes an official statement condemning the 
ongoing violations of fundamental rights in the United States of America, including the right 
to life, freedom of expression and freedom of assembly, and moves to show solidarity with 
those protesting for their lives. 
 
Furthermore, it is not only in the United States that police brutality and systemic racism rob 
people of colour of their lives. Here in Belgium where our institutions are seated, on April 10 
Adil C., a 19-year-old of Moroccan descent, was killed by police following a short chase. In 
France, on April 8, Mohamed G was killed by police following a control concerning 
confinement measures. On the 16th of May, Sabri, an 18-year-old died following a collision 
with a police van.  



 
We need change and we need it now. We can no longer stand by as racism flourishes within 
our societies and police brutality is inflicted upon Black and brown people with near 
impunity. We call upon the European Commission to; 
 

- Issue a statement condemning the inflammatory words and actions of President 
Donald Trump, especially concerning the threat of military force towards citizens 

- Acknowledge and condemn police brutality within the European Union 
- Implement the European Parliament resolution on the fundamental rights of people 

of African Descent (in annex) 
- To develop an EU framework for national strategies for the social inclusion of ethnic 

minorities 
- Collect and publish equality data disaggregated by racial and/or ethnic origin (as 

defined by the EU race directive) that is voluntary, anonymous and ensures the 
protection of personal data, self-identification and consultation with relevant 
communities 

- Call for the Council to unblock the anti-discrimination horizontal directive 
- Convene a European Anti-Racism Summit on combatting structural discrimination in 

Europe. 
 
We must come together to address the scourge of racism both here in the European Union 
and abroad. Black lives matter.  
 
We look forward to your response. 
 
With kind regards,  
 

1) Dr. Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, MEP Greens/EFA, Co-Chair ARDI  
2) Alice Kuhnke, MEP Greens/EFA, Vice-President Greens/EFA 
3) Monica Semedo MEP, Renew 
4) Elisabetta Gualmini MEP, S&D 
5) Saskia Bricmont MEP, Greens/EFA 
6) Rasmus Andresen MEP, Greens/EFA 
7) Helmut Scholz MEP, GUE/NGL 
8) Erik Marquardt MEP, Greens/EFA 
9) Dorien Rookmaker MEP, Non-attached 
10) Clare Daly, MEP GUE/NGL 
11) Mick Wallace MEP, GUE/NGL 
12) Alviina Alametsa MEP, Greens/EFA 
13) Andreas Schieder MEP, S&D 
14) Dietmar Koster MEP, S&D 
15) Cornelia Ernst MEP, GUE/NGL 
16) Terry Reintke MEP, Greens/EFA 
17) Niels Fuglsang MEP, S&D 
18) Margerete Auken MEP, Greens/EFA 
19) Kira Peter-Hansen MEP, Greens/EFA 
20) Pierfrancesco Majorino MEP, S&D 



21) Dr. Milan Brglez MEP, S&D 
22) Sylwia Spurek MEP, S&D 
23) Mislav Kolakušić MEP, Non-attached 
24) Hilde Vautmans MEP, Renew 
25) Romeo Franz MEP, Greens/EFA 
26) Silvia Modig MEP, GUE/NGL 
27) Diana RIBA i GINER MEP, Greens/EFA 
28) Michael Bloss MEP, Greens/EFA 
29) Mounir Satouri MEP, Greens/EFA 
30) Marisa Matias MEP, GUE/NGL 
31) Pina Picierno MEP, S&D 
32) Salima Yenbou MEP, Greens/EFA 
33) José Gusmao MEP, GUE/NGL 
34) Łukasz Kohut MEP, S&D 
35) Marc Tarabella MEP, S&D 
36) Henrike Hahn MEP, Greens/EFA 
37) Kim van Sparrentak MEP, Greens/EFA 
38) Malin Björk MEP, GUE/NGL 
39) Grace O’Sullivan MEP, Greens/EFA 
40) Sergey Lagodinsky  MEP, Greens/EFA 
41) Karen Melchior MEP, Renew 
42) Patrick Breyer MEP, Greens/EFA 
43) Massimiliano Smeriglio MEP, S&D 
44) Mohammed Chahim MEP, S&D 
45) Alexandra Geese MEP, Greens/EFA 
46) Dr. Hannah Neumann MEP, Greens/EFA 
47) Pernando Barrena MEP, GUE/NGL 
48) Carles Puigdemont MEP, Non-attached 
49) Antoni Comín MEP, Non-attached 
50) Clara Ponsatí MEP, Non-attached 
51) Mikuláš Peksa MEP, Greens/EFA 
52) Ville Niinistö MEP, Greens/EFA 
53) Izaskun Bilbao Barandica MEP, Renew 
54) Maria Noichl MEP, S&D 
55) Katrin Langensiepen MEP, Greens/EFA 
56) Maria Walsh MEP, EPP 
57) Michèle Rivasi MEP, Greens/EFA 
58) Monika Vana MEP, Greens/EFA 
59) Nikolaj Villumsen MEP, GUE/NGL 
60) Nico Semsrott MEP, Greens/EFA 
61) Isabel CARVALHAIS MEP, S&D 
62) Tilly Metz MEP, Greens/EFA 
63) Anne-Sophie Pelletier MEP, GUE/NGL 
64) Monica Silvana Gonzalez MEP, S&D 
65) Konstantinos Arvanitis MEP, GUE/NGL 
66) Predrag Fred Matic MEP, S&D 
67) Kati Piri MEP, S&D 



68) Dimitrios Papadimoulis MEP, GUE/NGL 
69) Vera Tax MEP, S&D 
70) Dragoș Pîslaru MEP, Renew 
71) Romana Jerković MEP, S&D 
72) Thomas Waitz MEP, Greens/EFA 
73) Bas Eickhout MEP, Greens/EFA 
74) Sira Rego MEP, GUE/NGL 
75) Manu Pineda MEP, GUE/NGL 
76) Tineke Strik MEP, Greens/EFA 
77) Francisco Guerreiro MEP, Greens/EFA 
78) Hannes Heide MEP, S&D 
79) Eugenia Rodríguez Palop MEP, GUE/NGL 
80) Günther Sidl MEP, S&D 
81) Samira Rafaela MEP, Renew 
82) Katalin Cseh MEP, Renew 
83) Ramona-Victoria Strugariu MEP, Renew 
84) Abir Al-Sahlani MEP, Renew 
85) Fredrick Federley MEP, Renew 
86) Anna Cavazzini, MEP, Greens/EFA 
87) Agnes Jongerius MEP, S&D 
88) Svenja Hahn MEP, Renew 
89) Margarida Marques MEP, S&D 
90) Evelyn Regner MEP, S&D 
91) Martin Buschmann MEP, Non-attached 
92) Karin Karlsbro MEP, Renew 
93) Juan Fernando López Aguilar 
94) Isabel Carvalhais MEP, S&D 
95) Markéta Gregorová MEP, Greens/EFA 
96) François Alfonsi MEP, Greens/EFA 
97) Benoît Biteau MEP, Greens/EFA 
98) Damien Careme MEP, Greens/EFA 
99) David Cormand MEP, Greens/EFA 
100) Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield MEP, Greens/EFA 
101) Karima Delli MEP, Greens/EFA 
102) Claude Gruffat MEP, Greens/EFA 
103) Yannick Jadot MEP, Greens/EFA 
104) Caroline Roose MEP, Greens/EFA 
105) Marie Toussaint MEP, Greens/EFA 
106) Jytte Guteland MEP, S&D 
107) Evin Incir MEP, S&D 
108) Özlem Demirel MEP, GUE/NGL 
109) Daniel Freund MEP, Greens/EFA 
110) Jutta Paulus MEP, Greens/EFA 
111) Niklas Nienaß MEP, Greens/EFA 
112) Damian Boeselager MEP, Greens/EFA 
113) Fabio Massimo Castaldo MEP, Non-attached 
114) Isabel Santos MEP, S&D 



115) Irina Joveva MEP, Renew 
116) Heidi Hautala MEP, Greens/EFA 
117) Delara Burkhardt MEP, S&D 
118) Ismail Ertug MEP, S&D 


