Borama's Historical Impact on Somaliland Statehood and Peace

1. The Borama Conference of 1993

Context and Significance

o Post-Civil War Scenario: The Borama Conference was convened in May 1993 against
the backdrop of a devastating civil war in Somalia that led to the collapse of the central
government. This conference aimed to stabilize Somaliland, which had declared its
independence in 1991.

o Goal: The main objective was to foster national reconciliation, establish governance
structures, and ensure long-term peace and stability in Somaliland.

Key Outcomes

o Election of Leadership: The conference led to the election of new national leaders for
Somaliland:
o President: Mohamed Haji Ibrahim Egal, a prominent political figure with a
vision for a democratic and independent Somaliland.
o Vice President: Abdirahman Aw Ali Farah, who played a crucial role in the
political transition.
e Inclusion and Consensus: The conference emphasized clan inclusivity, with 150 elders
representing major clans participating in the discussions and decision-making:
Isaaq Clan: 88 representatives
Gadabursi Clan: 21 representatives
Dhulbahante Clan: 21 representatives
Warsangali Clan: 11 representatives
Issa Clan: 9 representatives
o Endorsement by SNM: The Somali National Movement (SNM), a leading political and
military organization in Somaliland, endorsed the conference outcomes, lending
legitimacy and support to the newly elected leaders.
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Impact

o Governance and Stability: The Borama Conference established a framework for
governance, which was instrumental in bringing stability to Somaliland after years of
conflict. It laid the foundation for subsequent democratic processes and governance
structures in the region.

2. Dahir Riyale Kahin: Third President of Somaliland

Background and Election

e Origin: Dahir Riyale Kahin was born in Borama in 1952 and had a public administration
and security background.
e Presidency: He served as the third President of Somaliland from 2002 to 2010.



e Election: In 2003, he was elected President in the first multi-party presidential election
held by the UDUB (United Democratic People's Party) after the death of President
Mohamed Haji Ibrahim Egal in May 2002.

Democratic Reforms

e Pioneering Democracy: Under Riyale’s leadership, Somaliland held its first multi-party
elections in 2003, setting a precedent for democratic governance in the region.

o Institutional Strengthening: He reinforced democratic institutions, including the
judiciary and electoral commissions.

o Peaceful Transition: His term concluded with a peaceful transition of power,
demonstrating Somaliland’s political stability and maturity.

3. Murad Abdalla Mubarak: Designer of the Somaliland Flag

Contribution to National Identity

« Designing the Flag: Murad Abdalla Mubarak, a native of Borama, played a pivotal
role in creating a symbol of national pride and unity.
o Flag Details:
o Tri-Color Design: The flag features horizontal bands of green, white, and red.
o Shahada (Tawhid): The green band bears the inscription of the Shahada (Islamic
declaration of faith), reflecting the country’s Islamic heritage.
o Black Star: A black star on the white band represents Somaliland’s quest for
sovereignty and peace.

Significance

e Symbol of Independence: The flag became an emblem of Somaliland’s independent
status and aspiration for international recognition and a unifying symbol for its people.

4. Hasan Sh. Mumin: Composer of the National Anthem

Cultural and National Contribution

e Writing and Composing ""Samo Ku Waar'': Hasan Sh. Mumin, a cultural figure from
Borama, composed the national anthem in 1997.
e Content and Theme:
o Title Translation: "Samo Ku Waar" translates to "Long Live Peace," reflecting a
profound hope for enduring peace and prosperity.
o Lyrics: The anthem emphasizes themes of unity, peace, and national pride,
encapsulating the aspirations of Somaliland’s people.

Impact



e National Unity: The anthem has become a cornerstone of national identity, fostering a
sense of unity and belonging among Somalilanders. It is performed at national events and
ceremonies, symbolising the collective spirit and resilience of the nation.

5. Sheikh Cabdullaahi Sh. Ali Johar (born in 1936) is a prominent figure in Somaliland,
particularly revered for his contributions to peace and stability. Born in Borama, he has played a
crucial role as a mediator and elder in Somaliland's peace-building processes, especially
following the Somali civil war in the early 1990s.

Background

o Birthplace: Borama, Somaliland.
e Year of Birth: Approximately 1936.

Contributions

1. Peacebuilding: Sheikh Cabdullaahi was instrumental in the peace conferences and
negotiations that led to Somaliland's declaration of independence in 1991. His efforts
were pivotal in reconciling various clans and factions.

2. Elder Statesman: As an elder, he has been deeply involved in traditional dispute
resolution, which has been crucial for maintaining local peace and order.

3. Cultural Preservation: Besides his peace work, Sheikh Cabdullaahi has been a
custodian of Somali cultural and traditional values, promoting education and social
cohesion.

Legacy

o Respect and Recognition: Widely respected across Somaliland, he is seen as a symbol
of wisdom and peace.

« Influence: His influence extends beyond his native Borama, affecting the broader Horn
of Africa region.

Notable Achievements

o Mediator in Key Conferences: Played a major role in the Borama Conference (1993),
which was critical in laying the foundation for Somaliland’s current governance
structures.

o« Community Leader: Actively involved in local community affairs, advocating for
education, health, and social welfare.

Sheikh Cabdullaahi Sh. Ali Johar's life and work epitomize the role of traditional leaders in
conflict resolution and peace building in Somaliland. His contributions have left an indelible
mark on the region's path to stability and self-governance.



Summary

Borama has been instrumental in shaping Somaliland’s trajectory towards peace and statehood.
Through the pivotal Borama Conference, the democratic leadership of Dahir Riyale Kahin, the
iconic design of the national flag by Murad Abdalla Mubarak, and the unifying anthem
composed by Hasan Sh. Mumin, Borama has made significant contributions to Somaliland’s
political, cultural, and national identity. These contributions reflect the city’s crucial role in
peace-building and establishing a distinct and stable Somaliland.
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