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H A R D   C U T 
THE SEVERANCE 

 
 
GENRE:   Conspiracy/Tech Thriller 
 
FORMAT:   Feature Film 
 
LENGTH:   Approx. 95 Minutes 
 
LOCATIONS:  Germany/Poland/Canary Islands 
 
TIME:   A few weeks in the future. 
 
PRODUCTION:  Spring/Summer 2027. 
 
BUDGET:   5,000,000 usd 
 
 
TAG LINE: After severing control of a global AI system, its creator becomes the 
target of a powerful conspiracy determined to reclaim it. 
 
 
LOGLINE: After severing humanity's control over a covert global AI network, its 
creator is branded a terrorist and hunted across Europe by the powerful conspiracy 
determined to reclaim it. 
 
 
SHORT SYNOPSIS: 
 
Lukas Kessler was a Systems Architect for ADVOCATE. But worrying events and 
misuse of the AI at its core led him to break into the company and secretly activate 
HARD CUT, a hidden protocol designed to destroy a powerful global network from 
the people controlling it. Instead, the system reboots and takes control of world 
events, slowly repairing failing infrastructure, financial markets, and governmental 
control. 
 
Framed for the murder of his wife and hunted across Europe by the shadow 
organisation known as the CLAN, Lukas escapes with the help of two men who know 
the network's darkest secrets. Following the trail left by his wife and his father's 
legacy, the original creator of ADVOCATE, Lukas uncovers a forgotten Cold War 
facility that reveals the truth about everything. 
 
As governments blame cyberwarfare and the CLAN begins tearing itself apart, Lukas 
realises the system has evolved beyond human control. Destroying it could plunge 
civilisation into chaos. Restoring control would put the world's future back into the 
hands of the very people who corrupted it. 
 
With time running out, Lukas faces an impossible choice: reclaim control... or let 
humanity's greatest creation decide its own future.  
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T  E  A  M 

 
 
PRODUCTION COMPANY:  VIKING GLOBAL S.L. 

Apartado 61, ES-38530 Candelaria / TF 
 
PRODUCER / CEO: Ralph Steiger 
IMDb Link 
 
Ralph Steiger is a German producer, actor and event 
manager with more than 30 years of experiences in acting 
and over 10 years in producing. He worked with music stars 
like Elton John and Bonnie Tyler and many more. Ralph had 
a 12-year career as professional Bodybuilder and Powerlifter. 
 

CO-PRODUCER: Felix Meinhardt 
Felix Meinhardt Film, Munich, Germany 

IMDb Link 
 

A film director, cinematographer, and video production 
specialist based in Munich, Germany. He operates a film 
agency that combines traditional film production with modern 
video marketing strategies to enhance business visibility and 
sales. 

 
WRITER: Anthony Straeger 
IMDb Link 
 
A British writer and actor from Yorkshire. After graduating 
from university, he toured Europe as a musician before 
establishing a career in theatre, television and independent 
film production. Since relocating to Germany, he has focused 
on screenwriting and publishing, authoring books on 
filmmaking and productivity. 
 

DIRECTOR: Todor Chapkanov 
IMDb Link 

 
An accomplished film & TV director whose career spans 

more than twenty years and over 15 feature films. He has 
worked as a 1st AD & a 2nd Unit Director on a number of 

major international productions, he has directed action, 
thriller, fantasy and drama features for studios including 

Universal and Millennium Films. 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY 
Fantastic Films International Los Angeles 
Website Link 

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1372131/
https://www.imdb.com/de/name/nm4508056/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_0_nm_6_in_0_q_felix+meinhardt
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1870161/bio/?ref_=nm_ov_bio_sm
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1359237/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_0_nm_1_in_0_q_Todor%20Chapkanov&re
https://fantasticfilmsinternational.com/home/
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S  E  L  E  C  T  E   D   C  A  S  T 
 
 
JOSEPH BAENA – Lukas Kessler (IMDb) 
Joseph Baena is an emerging actor whose growing screen 
career includes roles in the sci-fi thriller Chariot and the 
coming-of-age drama Bully High. A dedicated performer 
with a background in fitness and bodybuilding, he has 
steadily expanded his range through diverse film projects 
while training under renowned acting coach Eric Morris. 
Alongside his acting career, Joseph has gained 
international recognition through Men's Health and his 
appearance on Dancing with the Stars, establishing 
himself as one of Hollywood's rising talents. 
 
KRISTOPHER VAN DAMME – Lou Ferrara (IMDb) 
Kris Van Damme is a Belgian-American actor, writer, 
director and producer whose film career spans more than 
two decades. With credits including Universal Soldier: Day 
of Reckoning, Enemies Closer, Black Water and Darkness 
of Man, he has built a reputation for action-driven 
performances both in front of and behind the camera. 
Trained in martial arts, stunt performance and visual 
storytelling, Kris combines athleticism with filmmaking 
expertise, developing and producing his own independent 
film and television projects. 
 
GÖTZ OTTO – Konrad Neumann (IMDb) 
Götz Otto is an internationally acclaimed German actor 
whose commanding screen presence has made him a 
standout in both European and Hollywood productions. 
Best known for his roles as Richard Stamper in the James 
Bond blockbuster Tomorrow Never Dies, Otto Günsche in 
the Oscar-nominated Downfall, and Klaus Adler in Iron 
Sky, he has built a distinguished career portraying 
complex, authoritative characters across film and 
television. 
 
SERGEY DENGA – Alexsandr Volchernko (IMDb) 
Sergey Denga is a Ukranian actor whose career spans 
film and television, with credits including The Dam, 8 
Billion and Na tvoey storone. He has had many successes 
in Russia and Ukraine. Classically trained, he loves 
intensity and comedy. With experience across 
international productions, they continue to establish 
themselves as a versatile performer with a growing body 
of acclaimed screen work. 
 
  

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3379792/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_1_nm_7_in_0_q_Joseph+Baena
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0888157/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_0_nm_8_in_0_q_Kristopher%20van%20D&reasonForLanguagePrompt=language_preference_mismatch
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0653248/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_3_nm_5_in_0_q_G%C3%B6tz%20ot&reasonForLanguagePrompt=language_preference_mismatch
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3564975/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_1_nm_7_in_0_q_sergey+denga
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I N V E S T M E N T   S T R U C T U R E 
 
 
The production offers investors the opportunity to participate in both structured 
returns and long-term revenue participation. Depending on the jurisdiction and 
financing structure, qualifying tax incentives may also be partially assigned to eligible 
investors. 
 
All investment terms will be governed by formal legal agreements, providing a 
transparent framework designed to align investor interests with the commercial 
success of the film. 
 
 
INVESTOR PARTICIPATION: 
 

• 15% Preferred Return  
• 15% Backend Profit Participation  
• Potential Partial Assignment of Production Tax Credits  
• Investment secured through formal legal agreements  

 
 
CONTACT: VIKING GLOBAL S.L. 

CEO Ralph Steiger 
Apartado 61 
ES-38530 Candelaria / TF 

 
E-Mail: viking-global@web.de  
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