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17 April 2022, Easter Day 

Acts 10; 34-43;  Luke 24: 1-12 
 

1. An idle tale? 

‘But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not 

believe them’ Luke 24:11 

This verse has for me a contemporary ring – I wonder how many 

people today will say to you ‘Happy Easter’? For most of them, 

I guess, perhaps even for some of us here now, the message of 

the resurrection seems like an idle tale, which we do not really 

believe. For if we did, today would be a day of celebration to 

outstrip all others. Many Easter cards have more to do with the 

return of Spring than with the resurrection of Jesus. For many 

who send and receive them, that is ‘an idle tale’ which they do 

not believe. Perhaps for some of us it is a lovely tale that we 

would like to believe – yet really grasping it is beyond us. And 

if that is where we are, then we are certainly not alone, for that 

was the initial response of the disciples. With them, we need to 

move on from that initial disbelief to a point where the event we 

celebrate today is one on which we can build our lives, as they 

did. How can we do that? 

 

2. Resurrection is hard 

Let’s start with the experience of the disciples. They had 

followed Jesus for three years. He had inspired them, and led 

them to believe – to hope – that he was the looked for Messiah 

who would change their world. While they were with him, 

they caught a glimpse of a new way of looking at things 

and at people.  He told them this was God’s way. They 

caught his vision, even though they didn’t always 

understand it. His presence was enough to sustain it for 

them. And now Jesus has been put to death. Suddenly the 

bubble burst, and his death seems to reinforce that old 

human way of looking at the world. OK, the new way was 

inspiring, but it didn’t work. No wonder their initial 

response was disbelief. 

 

And what about us? We come to church; we listen to Jesus’ 

teaching that God loves us, unreservedly, without 

conditions. Think of some of the familiar passages we have 

heard over the past weeks – God searches for each of us, 

receiving us back as the Father received the Prodigal even 

after he has wasted all his inheritance; does not hold our 

shortcomings against us but simply wants to be in 

relationship with us. He values each of us, however little 

we value ourselves and however little we find ourselves to 

be valued by others. We hear all this, then we go out into a 

world where injustice seems to be the rule, where life is 

often cheap, and where ‘bad things happen to good people’ 

and death comes to us all, however hard we try, whatever 
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good we do – and death seems to be the end. No wonder we find 

the message of resurrection hard to believe. 

 

For the disciples, the resurrection came - in time - to be 

something that they did believe. By raising Jesus, God 

demonstrated that the ways of the world are NOT His way, and 

that death does NOT have the last word. It is possible to live in 

the light of a completely different understanding. We can live as 

if love and forgiveness are more powerful than the awful things 

we see around us. We can look and listen for news of a different 

kind. For stories of when lives have been turned round by a 

loving word, by someone who cares. These are the signs of the 

Kingdom of which Jesus spoke, but so often we do not even see 

them.  

 

Resurrection reveals the nature of God, and is also a 

proclamation about humanity and about the world. It tells us 

that life is stronger than death; that that which is healing 

and creative ultimately triumphs over the things that 

separate and injure us.  Through the resurrection, God 

endorsed all that Jesus taught and was.  

 

Let us just hold onto two elements that are apparent in our 

readings. It is notable that our first reading – from Acts – is all 

about what God does. God sent Jesus, he anointed him and was 

with him and then God raised him. The resurrection is not a 

human act, but God’s work. Secondly, resurrection is not 

something that is inevitable or earned: it is a reflection of 

God’s very nature: his creativity that gives and enhances 

life; it is pure gift. 

 

3. Our response 

So how does this help us? Firstly, I think it means we do 

not have to understand it, but to receive this as God’s gift. 

In the last verse of our gospel reading, Peter has moved 

from disbelief to ‘amazement at what had happened’. We 

too need to make that journey. Today is a day for wonder 

and amazement – the totally unexpected, unpredictable, 

incredible has happened. That doesn’t mean we can’t 

discuss it or read about it, but our proper response is one of 

delighted incredulity. Our 3 year-old grandson was 

admitted to hospital this week seriously ill with an 

incredibly high temperature. When his temperature came 

down and it seemed that his parents’ worst fears were not 

to be realised, their first reaction was amazed and delighted 

thankfulness. Understanding of what caused it will come 

later, and may not even need to come at all. 

 

I want to suggest two words that may help us to hold on to 

the relevance that Easter has for us. Like ‘resurrection’, 
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both begin with ‘re’. They are ‘restoration’ and 

‘remembering’. 

 

Two of the key people around Jesus found themselves restored 

by his resurrection. Mary was desolate. In John’s gospel, we are 

told that she came to the tomb weeping. She did not at first 

recognise Jesus but then he said her name: ‘Mary’. With a single 

word, she is restored. And Peter, who has denied that he even 

knew Jesus, is also restored by meeting his risen Lord. We too 

can be restored by God’s love from being lost, feeling guilty or 

being the victim of circumstances. 

 

The other word is ‘remembering’.  The angels say to the 

women at the tomb: ‘remember how he told you….and then 

‘they remembered Jesus’ words’. For Luke, ‘remember’ means 

more than ‘recall’ although it includes this. It means to bring 

into the present – to re-member, or to re-enact. This is what the 

Jews did and still do in remembering the Passover – their time of 

deliverance. And that is what we do later in this service and, 

indeed, every week, as we celebrate communion. We re-

member, re-enact the events of the night that Jesus died. We 

bring it into the present – this is not just something that 

happened many years ago; it happens now, for us. The key to 

understanding lies in re-membering. We are described as the 

‘body of Christ’. His work is continued through us. 

And this too is a clue for us in the transition we need to 

make from seeing the resurrection as an ‘idle tale’ to 

finding it solid ground on which to base our lives, as the 

disciples came to do. We should not spend time wondering 

exactly what happened then, but must make it real for us 

now. We must live empowered by that regular 

remembrance and by fellowship with others who are 

following the same path.  We don’t just sit on the sidelines 

and say ‘well, that’s a bit of a tall tale; a nice idea, but I’m 

not too sure’. No, we receive it as gift, and then apply it – 

starting to live in the light of knowing this to be a greater 

truth than all signs to the contrary. Death need not mock 

all our efforts and loves, since that which is healing and 

creative ultimately does triumph over the things that 

separate and injure us. It isn’t easy, but we have clouds of 

witness that living in this belief (however dimly 

understood) can indeed transform our relationships, our 

community and even our dying. May you be restored by 

the remembrance of his resurrection. 

I wish you a truly Happy Easter 
Amen 

 
 

 


