
This talk is taken from a series of liturgies provided by Jeremy our Team Rector. 

 

Our Gospel reading describes the disciples in trouble at sea. As Caroline said in her weekly 

email, very apt considering Friday’s weather.  I have here a copy of the painting by the Dutch 

master Rembrandt based on this reading entitled A Storm on the Sea of Galilee. I’m sorry 

that it’s too small for you to see properly but I’ll bring it over to the church rooms afterwards 

and you can have a look at over coffee.  The picture really brings home the life-and-death 

situation they were in. Violent waves push one end of the small sailing boat up at a sharp 

angle. Water pours inside and black clouds loom ominously over the terrified men.   

 

Rembrandt clearly shows the different reactions of the disciples in the boat on the Sea of 

Galilee. Some frantically struggle to fix the broken sail. One clings tightly onto the ropes. A 

few angrily harangue Jesus, reflecting the disciples’ words in Mark’s account of the storm: 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” One seems frozen in fear, while another 

hangs over the boat with sea sickness. 

 

Amidst all this drama, it is easy to overlook the fact that there are fourteen people on the boat. 

Rembrandt has painted an extra disciple. Staring out from the picture, meeting our eyes with 

his own, is a figure that many believe to be a self-portrait of Rembrandt. Why did he paint 

himself into this scene? Perhaps it was to show that this is not simply a tale about characters 

that lived a long time ago, but a story with relevance to himself and to us all. Rembrandt may 

have been asking whether he would have responded any differently to the disciples in their 

situation, or perhaps he was thinking about how much faith he showed when going through 

his own personal trials or bankruptcy and the illness and death of his son at 27.  

 

Despite its name, the Sea of Galilee is actually a lake.  I have been lucky enough to visit 

Israel on a trip organised by Rufus from St Marys. Jo and Keith were on the same trip.  We 

had an evening boat trip on the sea of Galilee. It was a warm and calm night with a full moon, 

so very different to what the disciples were experiencing.  Apparently, and I’m glad I didn’t 

know at the time, The Sea of Galilee is well known for sudden, violent storms. Cold air rushes 

down from the surrounding mountains, hitting the warm air above the lake and, as a result, 

storms erupt. 

 

The disciples find themselves in this storm because they have followed Jesus’ instructions to 

go to the other side of the water. Understandably, they react with panic. Jesus’ response is 

interesting. He asks them, “Where is your faith?” He clearly recognises that they have faith, 

but does not see them putting it into action here. However, despite their failure to fully trust 

him, he responds to their cries and calms the storm, in the process revealing an incredible 

truth about himself; that although he is human, as is illustrated by his need for sleep, he also 

shares God’s nature.  In those days, people believed that evil forces ruled the sea and that 

these could only be overcome by someone with divine powers. By stilling the waves, Jesus 

visibly and dramatically demonstrates his divine nature. 
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We can all empathise with the disciples in this story. Who wouldn’t be terrified in their 

situation? Indeed, we know from our own experience how hard it can be to trust God in 

distressing times.  I must admit that luckily, I’ve never been in a situation where I’ve felt my 

life was in danger.  I do wonder how I would react.  I don’t know if you recall the story of the 

mountaineers which became in a book and a film called Touching the Void. In 1985 they were 

climbing in the Peruvian Andes and one of the mountaineers ended up falling into a crevasse, 

and how over 3 days, with broken limbs, hypothermia and dehydration he dragged himself 

out from under the glacier and back to base camp. It was a very harrowing story which has 

stuck with me.  I remember him saying that he never prayed.  Would I have?  Well, I will never 

find myself climbing in Puru but we do read of other events where ordinary people find 

themselves in critical situations through no fault of themselves – just wrong place at the wrong 

time.  We may never have been in those situations but I’m sure we can all think of times when 

we’ve been worried for ourselves or for family and friends to be kept safe and well.   

 

Therefore, the fact that Christ rebukes them for their lack of trust might worry us. But it’s 

important to remember that despite their weak faith, Christ still rescues them. Their cries for 

help are full of panic, fear and even anger, but Christ listens and helps them anyway. He 

does not reject them for their lack of faith. 

 

Jesus deals graciously with us too. He knows that we cannot simply summon up more faith 

by trying really hard to believe, especially when facing difficult circumstances.  

As my mother grew older, she worried about so much, even the smallest of things.  I tried to 

impress on her that she needed to have faith that the worst didn’t happen last time and won’t 

happen this time.  Our children, growing up, had times when they were worried or scared – 

being left at nursery or school for the first time, being left with a baby sitter – until they learnt 

that Kevin or I would always be there to collect them.  

 

Just as we teach our children or others to have faith in those who care for them, Jesus 

gradually builds up our faith as he helps us through the experiences of life. For instance, he 

uses the storm to increase the disciples’ faith. Through it they see what incredible power he 

has and understand more about his divine nature. If there had been no storm on the lake, 

they would have missed a great opportunity to grow in faith. 

 

By painting himself in the boat, Rembrandt implied that each of us faces his or her own storms 

in life, whether they are big or small, life threatening or not.  By asking for Christ’s help in 

these troubles, we demonstrate faith. That faith will often be far from perfect, as was the 

disciples’, but Christ will respond to it. He will strengthen and help us in our troubles and, as 

a result, enable that seed of faith in us to grow and become ever stronger. 

 

Amen 


