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27 February 2022; Next before Lent 

Exodus 34: 29-35, 2 Corinthians 3: 12 – 4: 2 
Luke 9: 28-43 

 

1. Relevance for our situation today 

What, if any, relevance can a rather obscure account of what we 

call the Transfiguration of Jesus have for our situation today, as 

we gather in horror at the conflict unfolding in Ukraine? 

 

The ‘Transfiguration’  - as it is called – is for many of us a rather 

bizarre experience, whose significance is rooted in the Old 

Testament and the history of the Jews, rather than in our own day 

and contemporary questions about faith.  Yet this incident is 

clearly important for Matthew, Mark and Luke when they seek to 

convey through writing their gospels, the good news of Jesus. All 

three tell of it, but in slightly different ways, and this morning we 

have heard Luke’s version, which has some interesting and 

illustrative differences when compared the others. 

 

The first point of relevance is perhaps to remind us of our 

Christian brothers and sisters in the Orthodox Church of Russia 

and Eastern Europe. For this incident is one that has significance 

for them, and is explored by many icon writers. Icons play an 

important part in Eastern Orthodox worship, and this dramatic 

incident speaks to them perhaps more than it does to us in 

the more rational West. It has been suggested that this is 

because the Eastern Church values experience as a way to 

God over rationality, and that is certainly food for thought. 

Still, I shall offer three specific thoughts which may speak 

to our more analytic understanding of scripture. 

 

2. Good news: three aspects 

I have said that this incident is reported in Matthew, Mark 

and Luke’s gospels. They all follow the account of the 

mountaintop experience with the story of a boy cured of 

epilepsy. But Luke adds some extra words. The boy’s 

father says to Jesus ‘I beg you to look at my son: he is my 

only child’.  Just a few verses earlier, we heard the voice of 

God saying to the disciples of Jesus ‘This is my Son, my 

chosen.’ God’s only Son. So in the passage we heard read 

and the words directly following it, there is a story of two 

sons.  

 

One – Jesus – is glorified, and his face shines. The other, 

the sick boy, is disfigured by his disease. It doesn’t much 

matter whether you see this as a case of epilepsy or one of 

demon possession – it is destroying the boy. And what 
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happens? Jesus heals the boy, and Luke says he ‘gave him back 

to his Father’. We believe that we too are children of God, and 

here we have a powerful contrast that points to the ways in which 

we believe that encounter with Jesus can heal our disfigurements 

– whether of body, mind or spirit  – so that we too can be offered 

to God healed and transformed. Transformation is one of the 

words used in our first reading where we are told that we are 

being transformed into God’s image through his Spirit. 

 

The second aspect that I want to draw out is contained in a single 

word, again particular to Luke’s telling of the story. For all three 

gospel writers, this incident on the mountain top occurs before 

Jesus goes deliberately to Jerusalem where he knows he will 

meet his death. Matthew and Mark do not say what Jesus spoke 

of with the figures of Moses and Elijah. But Luke says that they 

‘spoke of his departure’, which he was to ‘accomplish’ in 

Jerusalem. Now we may speak of taking our departure, but to 

speak of ‘accomplishing’ something is to speak of fulfilling a 

plan with many elements. So Luke gives us a definite message 

that the awful things that were to be done to Jesus in Jerusalem: 

his capture, torture and death which we refer to as his ‘passion’,  

were something that he, Jesus, accomplished. He was not victim 

but the one achieving what he set out to do. This is an 

important distinction. 

 

My third point relates to the parallels between the 

affirmation of Jesus given by God on the mountain top, and 

the words spoken at his baptism. It is not many weeks since 

we heard of the Baptism of Jesus by John. His baptism was 

as an adult, at the start of his public ministry, and just 

before he went into the wilderness. And then too, words 

were heard from heaven saying ‘this is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased’. So we are told of the way in 

which Jesus was affirmed by God at two crucial turning 

points in his life: as he began his teaching, and then as he 

turned towards his death. 

 

3. So where is the meaning for us? 

So where is the relevance and meaning for us today, 

particularly at the current time?  These points are all about 

transformation – and the ways in which faith can indeed 

transform our lives – and perhaps in time, our world too.  

 

More than ever we are aware of how disfigured we are as 

human beings, of how competition, fear and greed can lead 
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to conflict both in individual lives and in the world at large.  As 

those without political ambition ourselves, we may find it hard to 

understand how a desire for power can lead to a situation where 

people are being needlessly killed. We can, however, see the 

outworkings of these same fundamental human tendencies at 

work in our own communities and lives on a different scale. Yet, 

as those who know ourselves to be children of God we can be 

healed of all that mars and threatens to destroy us, just as the boy 

was healed and given back to his Father. Today we pray that God 

will heal not just our individual lives, but our world, with its 

conflicts. 

 

Secondly, our suffering is not random or pointless. Jesus 

turned and accepted his coming death, and so can we. Terribly 

hard though it is for us, as it must have been too for Jesus, 

strength can be shown in times of weakness. Today we pray for 

such strength for all involved in the crisis in Ukraine. 

 

And finally, we too can be affirmed and strengthened by God 

in ways that help us in the challenges we face. In a few moments 

we will turn to prayer, asking for his healing, strength, courage 

and hope in the uncertainties that face us, and for the people of 

Ukraine.    Amen 

 


