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24 December 2021, Midnight Service 

Isaiah 52: 7-10, Hebrews 1: 1-4 

John 1: 1-14 

 

1. Jesus the light of the world  

This evening we celebrate the birth of Jesus, whose coming is 

life – life that is meant to be the light of the world, and which 

cannot be overcome by darkness. We have heard those words 

many times, and perhaps they lose their power with repetition.  

 

Light is a useful image, because this is a time of year when 

there are many lights all around us. On houses, in windows, 

and on Christmas trees. Some houses are a real joy to behold 

with so many coloured lights. And looking at all the lights 

made me think about this as a useful way of considering the 

strength of our faith. 

 

2. Three sorts of lights 

When I brought our Christmas decorations down this year, I 

found several boxes of Christmas lights.  When I tried them, I 

found that some were no longer working. Here is a pack like 

that – see no spark of light. There is a note on the box saying 

they were working in 1999, and in 2005! But that doesn’t really 

help now. Most people would have thrown them away, but I 

suppose we keep thinking we will fix them one day. Then there 

are some others that do work – look at this set – they have a 

timer device. Each year I carefully pack them away ready 

to bring out again next year. Then there are the lights in 

Church. We turn these on when the church is used for 

services. 

 

3. Which sort does your faith resemble? 

Many people this day see faith as something that worked 

for them at one time, but doesn’t any more. They are 

probably not here tonight, unless they came with a friend or 

to please someone in the family. Their faith is like my dud 

set of lights – it worked once, but doesn’t any more.  

 

Far more people have a faith that is like the Christmas 

lights. Very pretty, and used at Christmas, then put away 

again for the year. All the stories and the words of the 

carols and the music give a rosy glow – rather like the fairy 

lights we see – but after Christmas it is all packed away for 

another year. The trouble is that there is a danger that one 

time – perhaps just at the time when they need them most - 

the owner will bring them out and find they don’t work any 

more – even the temporary rosy glow has gone. 
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Or perhaps your faith is more like the church lights – you find 

it all makes sense and shines brightly when we meet in church 

for services, but doesn’t have much to do with everyday life, so 

it is switched off between whiles. The trouble with faith of this 

kind is that it doesn’t give us strength for everyday challenges 

or when life is really tough. And life is really tough for many 

people at the moment. 

 

4. Another sort of light 

When Jesus came as the light of the world, I don’t think he 

came like these kinds of lights. There is another kind of light 

we are all familiar with, and that is daylight – the light we get 

from the rays of the sun. This light is always there.  I watched a 

science programme on TV in which I learned that it was light 

that brought life into existence on earth – quite literally 

missions of years ago. Actually the sun is even shining when 

we cannot see it – at night time the sun still shines but on 

another part of the earth, and on dull days it is the clouds that 

obscure the sun. If you have ever been in a plane on a cloudy 

day, you will know that wonderful sense of rising through the 

clouds to see the sun shining above.  

 

Sunlight gives us the ability to see clearly, it guides our steps, 

and it is there for us all the time. We cannot pack it away. This 

is the sort of light that faith can give us. It is not 

something just for when we were young, or just for 

Christmas, or just for when we are in church. It is a light 

that can be with us always, as long as we do not put 

obstacles up so that we cannot see clearly. 

 

This service is the first service of Christmas, when we 

celebrate the coming into the world of the special light 

brought to us in the person of Jesus.  For his life does not 

only help us to see in a physical sense but also helps us to 

understand and to have hope when things are hard. It is a 

light that does indeed shine in the darkness, and which the 

darkness of our own lives and situations cannot overcome.  

 

The coming of that light in the form of a baby really is 

something to celebrate because it is much more than a fairy 

story that we pack away with the Christmas decorations. 

We pray together tonight that our faith may grow ever 

stronger in the coming year so that we come to appreciate 

more fully for ourselves the glory of the event we celebrate 

today. Amen   

 

 


