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23 January 2022; Epiphany 3 

Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6,8-10; Psalm 19;  

I Corinthians 12: 31a; Luke 4: 14-21 

 

1. How we assess politicians 

The last few weeks – perhaps months - have been dominated 

by political scandal here in the UK. And it is clear that, 

regardless of whether we agree with their policies, we expect 

those making the rules to keep them, and we also expect them 

to do what they promise to do. 

 

When I turned to today’s gospel reading, these issues were in 

my mind as I read what someone has called ‘Jesus’s political 

platform’. You might be surprised to hear the words contained 

in our gospel reading described in this way, but in it we hear 

how Jesus, choosing a reading from the prophet Isaiah, 

declares his own purpose – what lies at the heart of his ministry 

on earth; what he has been called to do: to bring good news to 

the poor, to proclaim release to prisoners and sight to the blind.  

This is no ‘other-worldly’ spiritual agenda about coming closer 

to God through prayer or devotion, but about things that affect 

everyday life. Jesus claims that this is what he has been sent by 

the Spirit of God to do. It is, in this sense, fair to call it a 

political platform. He is of course also claiming to be the 

fulfilment of Old Testament promises. 

2. Gospel reading: context 

So what is the context of this passage? Over the past few 

weeks, we have heard about the visit of the wise men from 

the gospel of Matthew, then about the Baptism of Jesus and 

last week from John’s gospel about the wedding at Cana. 

These are all ways in which the identity of Jesus was shown 

to different sets of people.  

 

Now we hear from Jesus himself – identifying his mission 

with that of the Messiah, whose coming was foretold by the 

prophet Isaiah. It is a bold statement, not described in detail 

in the other gospels, which merely record that he preached in 

Nazareth and was rejected there. Luke too goes on to tell 

how, despite a positive initial reaction, his words caused 

controversy in Nazareth and led to great anger against him.   

 

In referring to the words of Scripture read by Jesus in the 

synagogue, Luke reminds us of the words spoken by Mary 

before Jesus was born, which we know as the words of the 

Magnificat: words about filling the hungry with good things 

and lifting up the lowly. The mission of Jesus is not simply 

about spiritual growth and understanding, but is designed to 

change the ways in which we live and treat each other. 
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This theme is picked up in our first reading, about the way in 

which we should relate to each other, recognising our 

interdependence within a single body, and recognising the 

contributions of all. 

 

3. How should we judge? 

If we are to hear these words as a political platform, how then 

might we judge the actions of Jesus? 

 

There can be no doubt that he followed through on what he 

declared here to be his purpose. Luke tells us (Luke 3:23) that 

Jesus was about thirty years old when he began his work. He 

died about 3 years later – a very short spell in office compared 

to many politicians. In this time, we are told that he healed 

many people and repeatedly championed the cause of the poor 

and downtrodden. He challenged convention and ate with those 

who were socially unacceptable, telling all he met of God’s 

love for them. And despite opposition, he stuck with this 

mission to the very end. In face of the unpopularity caused by 

his words and actions, he continued to the end, even knowing 

that the controversy to which his words gave rise would lead 

those in opposition to feel that he had to be silenced. He 

repeatedly challenged those in positions of power who did not 

live up to their calling of upholding the rights and welfare of 

the most marginalised. It is his death that gives his words and 

his claim to bring good news to the poor the stamp of 

authenticity, as no concern for his own safety or popularity or 

recognition would stop him. 

 

The record of the church is more doubtful. Rightly, those 

around us point to our failure to live up to the mission of our 

party leader. To child abuse within the church, and to other 

ways in which we fail to be truly his Body, and show his love 

and follow his priorities within our communities. 

 

There are of course exceptions; men and women through the 

ages who have truly followed Jesus’s political and social 

agenda as well as drawing their strength and courage from 

his Spirit. Some of these are known to us: the recent death of 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu shows us the respect that is given 

when a Church leader really follows through on the social 

agenda that they see as integral to the Christian gospel. Such 

examples give us hope. Others may not be people we know, 

but whose actions, inspired by faith, have changed the lives 

of those around them for the better, often at their own 

expense. 
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We often hear people say that religion and politics should be 

kept separate. To this comment, Archbishop Tutu famously 

replied: ‘When people tell me that the Bible and politics don’t 

mix, I ask them which Bible they are reading’. 

 

Personally, I do not see myself as a political person. I can’t 

stand watching programmes such as Question Time in which 

people just seem to want to have a go at each other, rather than 

understanding the complexity of the issues under discussion. 

And at present, I simply do not want to watch the news just to 

hear of the latest scandals and arguments. Yet, I do think that 

those in power should be held to account, and in the same way, 

I believe that we as a Church should be judged not just on our 

words but on our actions. It is not about claiming to have the 

moral high ground. We must be humble enough to recognise 

that many without a Christian faith also work for social justice, 

to bring good news to the poor. Sometimes their commitment 

puts us to shame. 

 

Yet we do have a gospel to proclaim in which issues of social 

justice are central. We also have an example to follow in the 

words and actions of Jesus who completely lived up to his own 

calling. Yet he did much more than this. For he also told us that 

God recognises our weakness and failings and forgives our 

poor efforts. Our work for social justice should not stem from 

a conviction that we are right, but from the leading of His 

Spirit, and acknowledgement of our own shortcomings. We 

learn that it is from weakness that our strength should come, 

not from trying to overrule the opinions of others, even those 

with whom we disagree. And in all of this, we cannot do it 

alone, but need the support of others. We need to find ways 

in which our local churches can offer true support for each 

member as we all seek to work for the common good in 

different ways. 

 

All this can sound like an impossible task. It is easier to 

retreat into a ‘holy huddle’. Yet we are promised God’s own 

help and strength if we follow his way. So let us pray for his 

Spirit to anoint us: in the words of our Collect: 

 

God of all mercy,  

your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 

release to the captives,  

and freedom to the oppressed: 

anoint us with your Holy Spirit  

and set all your people free  

to praise you in Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 


