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13 February 2022; 3 before Lent, Proper 2 

Jeremiah 17: 5-10; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20;  
Luke 6: 17-26 

 
1. Blessings and woes 

The reading that we have just heard is full of blessings and 

woes, and I shall return to the words of Jesus in a moment, and 

to the words of Paul about resurrection that we heard in our 

first reading. But I want to start with the words from the 

reading you did not hear, from Jeremiah, because he states our 

theme for today most clearly. (If you like to follow them, they 

are on p559) 

He tells the people that God says this: 

 ‘Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals, and make 

 flesh their strength’ (Jeremiah 17:5) 

and compares such people to a shrub in the desert that receives 

no water. On the other hand, he says: 

 ‘Blessed are those who trust in the Lord’ (17:7) 

and he compares such people to a tree planted by water, which 

can survive a drought. 

 

My theme today is trust, and this is a very contemporary issue. 

In the papers we read that Cressida Dick, head of the 

Metropolitan Police, has resigned because she has lost the trust 

and confidence of the Mayor of London. He in turn says that 

people have lost trust in that police service because of 

mistakes made by them in the way incidents have been 

handled. We also hear of people who do not trust the 

COVID vaccine, and those who promote it, and of others 

who simply will not trust any public institutions. 

 

Compared with previous years, it seems to have become hard 

for us to trust those in charge; we now have so much 

information, and we have grown to question all who are in 

control, becoming a people who rely on our own planning, 

our own opinions, our own strength. For some, trust is hard 

because they have not received love and care early in life, 

and have been hurt by those they should have been able to 

trust, but for all of us, trust seems to have become hard. It is 

not until we hit the wall of our own resources, when a 

situation is outside our control, such as a bereavement or 

accident, that we are forced to ask who or what we can trust 

outside ourselves. To some extent the pandemic has also 

shaken everyone’s trust that we are all safe. 
 

2. So where do we place our trust in hard times? 

So, when times are hard, who or what do we trust? When we 

are ill, I guess many of us still do trust the NHS or our 

doctors. We turn to friends or family who have proved 
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reliable in the past. Even within this circle you may, like, me, 

have some idea who you would call first in a crisis. 

 

Personally, Alan and I are are currently looking, without 

success so far, for a new home. To some extent, we are lucky 

to be able to trust that the money from our own sale is safe in 

the bank – but even there it is going down in value. We are 

confident that we will not be really homeless, but still it feels a 

precarious time. It is a precarious time, too, for our church here 

in Ashdon. We simply do not know at present whether the 

Diocese will even agree to look for a new priest here, and even 

if they do, we face a reduction in services and an uncertain 

future. Even if we continue to pay, nothing can be guaranteed. 

It is a precarious time. The future is not as certain as we would 

wish. Perhaps we should all learn to trust in God?  
 

3. Trusting in God is not easy 

Trusting in God is not easy. Let us turn back to our readings 

now. People had followed Jesus because of what they had seen 

him do. They had the evidence of their own eyes and ears that 

here was someone who had the ability to heal them – both in 

body and in spirit. 

 

There are still churches today (mainly in the USA) where 

they preach what is known as a ‘prosperity gospel’: that if we 

trust God, he will give us good things, even riches. Yet they 

do not seem to be reading the same Bible that I am reading. 

For Jesus goes on to tell the people that it is those who are 

poor and hungry who are blessed, not the rich. This is a 

topsy-turvy God, who blesses those who are in need, not 

those who are prosperous. 

 

So where does our first reading fit in? This is from a letter of 

Paul to the small church in Corinth. Last week we heard the 

beginning of his argument about the basis for belief – that the 

accounts of the resurrection of Jesus are based on eye witness 

testimony. As he develops his argument, he turns to logic and 

philosophy: either Christ was raised or he wasn’t. If he 

wasn’t, their faith is futile. 

 

This is a challenging passage for us. Do we accept the 

authority of the Bible? And how can we interpret what we 

read? The issue of the resurrection of Jesus does indeed lie at 

the heart of our faith, but it is both completely contrary to 

human reason and not provable in any way. Unlike the 

crowds who followed Jesus, we do not have the benefit of 

knowing or feeling his power. Even Thomas, the close friend 
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of Jesus, did not believe until he saw the marks of the wounds 

for himself. What hope do we have 2000 years on? 

 

We do of course have our own experience to rely upon. For 

many people it is this that enables them to trust in a God of 

love. Faith rests not simply on seeing and hearing with our 

senses, but on being in touch with the Spirit of God. There are 

many accounts, some from within our own community, of the 

ways in which people we all know have been touched by God’s 

spirit, giving them – and us – reason to trust in Him. 

 

Having admitted that trusting in God is not easy, let us just 

consider for a moment its effects. The words of Jesus that we 

heard today tells us that God blesses those who are not in 

control and those who know their need of Him, giving up 

relying on their own forethought or planning. It is often when 

we are at our wits end that we are most open to God’s help.  

 

Just this week, I was challenged to start thinking of the current 

situation of the church here at Ashdon as one of opportunity 

rather than simply a time of decline. Quite unexpectedly, in a 

meeting that is usually very boring, Barbara, Helen and I were 

put in a small group to think about how we might do things 

differently in face of declining numbers and services – and we 

found ourselves being very creative Of course some of the 

ideas we had will not work, but it was our change of 

perspective that really surprised me, and I came away excited 

rather than depressed. I was also struck at that meeting by the 

fact that this change of mood came from three speakers who 

were all very different to each other but working together. 

Elsewhere in his letters to the Corinthians, Paul speaks about 

the body of Christ and the way that the church needs people 

of all kinds. 

 

Christians often urge us to ‘Let go and let God’. This is 

catchy and helpful if it means letting go of the anxiety that 

we may feel in a difficult situation, trusting in his goodness. 

But is does not simply mean we do nothing. I prefer the Arab 

proverb that says ‘Trust in God and tie up your camel.’ We 

probably have a similar saying, but that one sticks in my 

mind. Trusting God is not about simply doing nothing. But it 

is about an overall peace and confidence that comes from 

relinquishing the idea that we are in control overall, and that 

we have to get everything right in order to survive. We don’t. 

God is good and to be trusted. Individually and as a church, 

let us trust in his goodness and put our futures in his hands. 

       Amen 

 


