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9 January 2022; Epiphany 1/ Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 43: 1-7; Acts 8: 14-17 

Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

 

1. Humanity and Divinity 

That reading from the Old Testament is one of my favourites. 

(I have lots of favourites, so you may hear me saying this quite 

frequently!)  I have copied part of it for you* so that you can 

refer to it as I speak and also take it away and keep it if you 

wish. It is a promise of God’s love for his chosen people – for 

us. But the interesting thing in it for me comes near the start, 

where it refers to Jacob, and to Israel.  

 

In case your knowledge of the OT is rather rusty, let me remind 

you that these two are in fact the same person. Abraham’s son 

Isaac had two sons – twins, called Esau and Jacob. Esau was 

the elder, but Jacob tricked Esau out of his rights as elder son. 

In turn, Jacob was later himself tricked by his future father in 

law who passed off an elder daughter in marriage instead of 

Rachel, with whom Jacob had fallen in love. So Jacob was a 

pretty rough diamond, who experienced the darker side of life, 

both through his own wrongdoing and that of others.  A bit like 

most of us, in fact – even if our stories are less colourful.  Yet 

on two occasions – both when he was in trouble – Jacob had an 

experience of God. The first was when he was running away, 

when God reassured him of his promise to him. The second 

occurred when Jacob was returning (in some trepidation, 

understandably) to make peace with his brother Esau. As he 

headed back, he wrestled with an angel. God wounded him in 

the struggle, but gave him a new name – Israel. This means the 

one who wrestled with God. Just as we may identify with 

Jacobs experience of life, we may also acknowledge that we 

too often wrestle with God, and may even suffer injury 

(perhaps mental rather than physical) in the process. But this 

wrestling is fruitful – part of our formation as God’s children. 

 

Now that is rather a long detour into this passage, but I think it 

is relevant to our theme for today, which is the Baptism of 

Christ. For just as this passage is God’s promise of love for his 

people, so at his baptism, we hear God’s voice endorsing Jesus, 

his Son: ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.’ 

 

The passage from Isaiah refers to Jacob as ‘created’, and Israel 

as ‘formed’. We too are both created by God and formed by 

him. When a baby is born, he or she may be cute, but then we 

watch the child emerging, and quite quickly see the beginnings 
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of a distinct person. So too at the other end of life, we can see – 

even when someone’s physical body may be deteriorating – the 

person within, which is not limited by it. All of us are, in 

human terms, both created and formed. And if we 

acknowledge our spirituality and God as our father, we are 

being formed spiritually as well as in terms of character. As 

one of our collects (Christmas 1) says: ‘as he (Jesus) came to 

share in our humanity, so may we share the life of his divinity.’ 

God’s plan for us is not just that we grow up to be good people, 

but that we grow as his children. Our baptism marks the time 

when we claim the promises of God either for ourselves or for 

a baby. 

 

2. Jesus’s experience 

So what about Jesus’ baptism? Why in fact was he baptised at 

all? Well, we don’t know a lot about Jesus’ development as a 

child, do we? From the stories of his birth, we jump to his 

recognition by Simeon and Anna in the Temple, the incident 

when he was lost in the Temple at the age of 12, and now to his 

Baptism by his cousin John. These hidden years were surely a 

time – as they are for us all – when he was coming to terms 

with who he was, gaining a growing awareness perhaps of his 

special relationship with God. The gospel of Matthew (whose 

account we did not hear today) tells us that John the Baptist 

was aware that Jesus does not really need to be baptised as a 

sign of repentance. Yet the incident is important, recorded in 

all 4 gospels. It was a moment of endorsement of Jesus as 

God’s son, right at the start of his public ministry. 

 

3. The Epiphany season 

This is the season of Epiphany. We tend to associate this with 

the visit of the 3 kings. Then the special destiny of this babe 

was recognised by these visitors who represent the wider 

world beyond Judaism. Now his identity is endorsed and 

recognised by God himself, and in the coming weeks of 

Epiphany we shall hear of the ways in which this identity was 

revealed – through his first miracle, in the synagogue and the 

temple. Recognition, endorsement and revelation are our 

themes for this season. 

 

4. How is it for us? 

So what about us? Well, we too are promised a destiny as 

children of God. We seek to share the divinity that Jesus 

revealed to us. Like Him, we need to hear the endorsement of 

God. How can we do that? Well, read the Isaiah passage and 

put your own name in the place of Jacob’s. Remember that 
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Jacob was a pretty ordinary guy who both did wrong and 

suffered at the hands of others. Yet Jacob heard God’s voice, 

and also wrestled with God. Faith is not something passive – 

we have to engage with it actively. And we cannot hear God’s 

endorsement if we do not spend time listening to him. A 

turning point in my own faith came for me the day that I 

realised how little time I spent listening to God – less than the 

time I spent on the phone to a friend every week. I knew what 

was going on in her life, but how could I hope to know more 

about God if I wasn’t in touch with Him? 

 

We are God’s children, loved by Him. At Baptism we claim 

this inheritance and buy into this relationship. Let us lay hold 

of our baptism promises now as we start a new year. I end with 

a prayer from that service: 

 

May God, who has received you by baptism into his 

Church, pour upon you the riches of his grace, that 

within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people you may 

daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and come to 

the inheritance of the saints in glory.  

 

Amen. 

 
 
*   But now thus says the Lord,  

 he who created you, O Jacob, 

 he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 

 

Because you are precious in my sight, 

and honoured, and I love you, 

Do not fear, for I am with you.       Isaiah 43: 1-2, 4a, 5a 

 

 


