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28 November 2021; Advent 1 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13; 
Luke 21: 25-36 

 
 1. Looking forward 

As we drove around yesterday, we saw that quite a few houses 

already have Christmas lights up. In some cases, they are quite 

extravagant, and each year the preparations for Christmas seem 

to get earlier and earlier. Perhaps we all need something to 

cheer us up! But preparing for Christmas in the church is a 

rather different matter. 

  

The season of Advent stands at the start of a new year in the 

Church, and it is solemn season – one that used to be a time of 

austerity and fasting – a bit like Lent.  The cycle of liturgical 

seasons is one the pre-dates the Reformation. Once again, we 

will participate over the next 12 months in the re-enactment of 

our story of faith, which focuses on Jesus – anticipating his birth 

then following his life, death and resurrection and the life of the 

early Church; retelling stories that we know well, and hopefully 

finding new meaning in them. This annual repetition journey 

should be like a spiral in our hearts and minds – familiar yet 

going deeper, as we learn more of what it means for us.  

 

And we start that journey today with solemnity. The short 

reading from Jeremiah (which we did not hear, but which you 

can read on p529) is a promise – the promise of salvation. It 

reminds us – as does today’s focus on the patriarchs – that the 

coming of a Saviour was something that the Jewish people 

had hoped and longed for. The longing for justice and 

righteousness was a deep-seated one for the Jewish people. 

And if we search our own hearts we will find that a longing 

for justice it is a deep-seated longing for us too. 

 

The reading that Sheila read is one that is full of thankfulness, 

but it is also a prayer for increased holiness of those to whom 

Paul is writing – and looking forward to the end times.  

 

Our gospel reading too focuses on looking forward, but the 

images are awesome ones, reminiscent of some of those a 

week or so ago. Redemption is coming, it is something to 

which we look forward, but it will bring fear for the future of 

the world. This is clearly not something light-hearted or 

trivial. It will demand strength and courage. 
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2. Eager anticipation or fear? 

To understand what the gospel writer is telling us, we need to 

appreciate the context in which these words were written. The 

Jewish world had been shaken by the destruction of the Temple, 

which was interpreted not only as the end of the Jewish people, 

but the end of the world. Their situation reminded them of that 

of the prophet Jeremiah 600 years earlier. He had been the son 

of a priest and devoted to his tradition and to the Temple, but 

became convinced that things were so wrong in Judaism that 

God would have to bring destruction in order to start again from 

scratch. And the early followers of Jesus not only saw their 

temple destroyed yet again (as it had been destroyed earlier) but 

also that Jesus had been destroyed too. The ways of God and the 

ways of the world around them were clearly incompatible. 

Terrible though the end of the familiar word would be, it was 

necessary – something that brought hope for a new order, for 

change.  

 

It is perhaps hard for those of us who are fairly comfortable to 

share their vision that new life can only come from the 

destruction of the familiar, of what we have now. Such a vision 

comes more easily to those whose lives are hard. A certain level 

of comfort and happiness gives us little reason to dwell on what 

is wrong, or to remember the impossible dreams we once 

dreamed of world peace and harmony. Life has taught us 

realism, and we gradually come to accept many of the ways of 

the world, even those that are corrupt and unjust. When was 

the last time we were really disturbed by some of the terrible 

things we see on the news? It is easier to turn it off than to get 

involved. 

 

3. Being ready 

At this start of the Church’s year, there is a lot of talk of being 

ready. Our gospel reading says ‘Be on guard so that your 

hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 

and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, like a trap’. Well, I would probably not be 

described as living a dissipated life, and while I like a drink I 

don’t tend to get drunk these days if I can help it, but there are 

quite a few times when I am weighed down by the worries of 

this life. And I am not alone. Being over busy seems to be a 

national disease for many people – even those who are retired 

sigh and say they are as busy as ever! 

 

There is no surer way of becoming more and more detached 

from the things that really matter in life. Being constantly 
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busy means that we have no time to think, no time to be aware 

of our deepest selves. So this is a very important reminder for 

us. 

 

Advent is a time to re-connect with our deepest longings, to see 

how far our lives have drifted from our own earlier ideals and 

hopes. It is a time to get back in touch with the things that really 

matter. That may not be an entirely happy thing to do – it may 

be uncomfortable. We may become aware of the gap between 

the ways of the world and the ways of justice and peace that 

God promises. We may then feel powerless to act and guilty 

about our part in keeping things going as they are. That is no 

bad thing, especially if it leads to change, even on a small scale. 

 

The message today is that this is serious stuff. Christmas is not 

just a pretty story of something that happened a long time ago. It 

is not just about pretty lights, carols and tinsel. It is much more 

important than that. It is about our redemption. We are indeed 

powerless to change the world and all that is wrong with it. But 

we do need to be aware that it does need to change. Only then 

will we be truly glad to welcome a Saviour whose life and 

example with fundamentally undermine all that we take for 

granted, and who will turn the world upside down. 

So as we start this new year, let us look forward – not without 

some trepidation but also with confidence. For the good news 

of our faith is that change has already begun, that in the life 

and death of Jesus we have a path to follow, and that despite 

all that is wrong, we are loved by God. So let us not be 

despondent but let us play our part by resolving to spend some 

time dreaming dreams of how life might be and of how we 

might be saved, so that – in the words of the Collect - we may 

‘cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armour of 

light’.  Amen. 

 

 

 


