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14 November 2021; Second before Advent / Remembrance/ 
Daniel 12: 1-3; Hebrews 10: 11-14, 19-25 

Mark 13: 1-8 
Ashdon 9.30am 

1.  Ashdon introduction 

A little later, at our War Memorial, Bryony Bartram will read the 

names of those who lost their lives in two world wars. These 

include the names of 4 of her relations. Charles and James 

Bartram were brothers, and Robert was a step-brother. All three, 

aged just 20, 21 and 30 years old when they died, lived in the 

cottages that were later converted into the Guildhall just behind 

this church. All over England, names will be read at local 

memorials, large and small. What are we, as people of faith, to 

make of this annual ceremony and remembrance?   

 

2.  Happy ever after? 

I don’t know about you, but I have always loved fairy stories – 

especially the bit at the end where it says ‘and they all lived 

happily ever after’. As Snow White sings ‘some day my prince 

will come’. Usually fairy stories involve a hero (often a prince) 

who puts everything right. In similar vein, many modern comic 

heroes - such as Superman – come into perilous situations and 

save the day – zapping the baddies or halting the runaway train.   

 

This is the season of the Church’s year when we think about the 

reign of Christ in earth and in heaven – next week we will focus 

on Christ the King. It is also All Saints tide, when we 

think of all who have gone before, and especially now of 

those who have died in war. So our minds turn to the 

bigger picture – to questions of what is to come and what 

will happen at the end of time. 

 

3. The big picture 

Our readings are those set, not for Remembrance Sunday 

but for this period just before the start of a new Church 

year, and they do not present a pretty or attractive picture. 

There is no ‘happy ever after’ to be found here. We did 

not hear our Old testament reading from the Book of 

Daniel, but both he and the evangelist Mark speak of 

great anguish, of wars and destruction.  This is no fairy 

tale happy ending, and it is not easy or encouraging 

listening. It is possible to turn our eyes away from these 

difficult and challenging parts of the Bible. We can 

nurture the hope that if we just ignore the bigger picture, 

it will go away. But I suggest we do need to give it some 

thought.  

 

Fairy stories are not the only kind of literature we know. 

There are also darker stories that lead – not to ‘happy 
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ever after’ but to inevitable destruction. Great tragedies show the 

characters who bring about their own downfall.  

 

I have to say I prefer fairy stories. Perhaps this is my personality 

or because I am a child of my time and have had a relatively 

charmed existence. Scientific advance has fostered confidence 

that we can work out our own salvation. In some ways, current 

discussion of the need to avert climate change fosters the illusion 

that, if we simply act now, we can make things right. If we get it 

right, we can perhaps save the world?  

 

This optimistic view of the last century is slowly breaking down. 

On a global scale, few people have lives in which they expect 

things to end ‘happily ever after’. And we too see all around us 

signs of war and deception and tragedy. Bad things do happen to 

good people. Are they just ‘bad luck’? And when we go through 

hard times, are these just ‘blips’ after which we hope to return to 

‘normal’ – or are they (as for so many) life itself?  

 

These are difficult questions, but they are important because our 

gospel is one which is ‘good news for the poor’ – for the sad, the 

bereaved, the lonely, those without earthly hope, whose lives are 

hard, and who can see the disaster for which we are headed if we 

do not have help. If we have no concept of the jeopardy 

we are in if left to our own devices, we have no need of a 

Saviour. 

 

4. A different sort of hero 

‘One day my prince will come’.  It is our belief that Jesus 

is the Prince of Peace, the one who came to save us. This 

is the point made in that reading from Hebrews. But Jesus 

is not at all like the superheroes or princes of fairy stories 

or of cartoons. He does not remove the difficulties we 

find ourselves facing like Superman destroys the enemies 

or halts the runaway train at the last minute. If anything, 

faith may intensify our awareness of all that is wrong, 

removing any nice illusions we may have. The message 

of Jesus is that the world is not making steady progress, 

we cannot pull ourselves up by our own bootstrings, 

important as it is to take action. Lives must be redeemed, 

reclaimed, slowly, bit by bit. And this involves suffering. 

He showed us this in his own life and death.  

 

It may sound a very pessimistic view – but the Christian 

belief is that without help, the bigger picture is bleak and 

dark. We should not be surprised by tragedy or disaster 

either nationally or in our own lives. The way ahead is 
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through – indeed, these are the very situations that we can and 

must redeem by living faithfully in them.  Remembering those 

who have died in war is a wake up call, reminding us of the need 

to work for peace. It is also a time when we hear stories of great 

courage and self giving. We believe that suffering is never 

wasted or pointless. Whether it is through war or illness or other 

hardship, holding fast in hard times can lead to true life. Sadly, 

those fairy tales are simply that. By contrast, God’s way – hard 

as it often is - leads to the ‘solid joys’ and ‘lasting treasures’ of 

which one hymn writer speaks.   Amen  

      

 


