4 April 2021; Easter Day

Acts 10:3 4 – 43; John 20: 1-18

Ashdon 9.30am 

1. Easter and resurrection
Today we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, but what do we make of it? It is the event upon which our faith is based, but perhaps not one that we think about too much. This year the theme of resurrection seems especially pertinent, and many of us, myself included, use it to refer to our feelings as Spring returns, or as we are slowly coming out of lockdown. The power of science has, through the vaccines, opened up to us all the possibility of a return to the life that we used to enjoy and that we want to enjoy again. There is the prospect of seeing again our families and friends, of going to the theatre or to a concert, of having a holiday either at home or abroad.

Although this year has been an unusual one, I wonder if there are times in your own life that you might describe as times of ‘resurrection’ in this sense – when all seemed to be lost, when life was full of despair, and then new life, new hope, was born for you or for those you love? Such times do of course occur both in our personal lives and more widely: times when despair is turned to hope and new life. 

These may be called moments of resurrection especially when the change is brought about by sacrifice on someone’s part – perhaps even by the loss of their life. When conflict is stopped by the actions of one brave person; when the deaths of young people bring political leaders to their senses and there is a call to lay down arms and stop fighting. Or more personally perhaps moments where a bad family relationship is changed by the persistent love of one of those involved. When a young person suddenly sees the hurt they are causing to their parents and changes their behaviour for the better. A downward spiral may be changed to a positive one, and hope is reborn. 

But of course for every precious incident like this, there are others that do not have such a happy outcome. For every vicious circle that is reversed, there is another that destroys lives. For every Spring, there will be another winter. So is it just the natural order of things, or perhaps the luck of the draw? Or is there something more fundamental and lasting that we celebrate today when we speak of Resurrection?

Well I had a choice this morning of a theological exposition or something a little more lively. Apologies to those of you who would have preferred the theology! This is the tale of 3 eggs!

This is the first egg. It happens to be a Lion egg, and there is no significance in that, except that it is the one Alan could find. 
It might as well have been any other popular make. There is nothing on the box about Jesus or the resurrection, and inside there is simply ….. a hollow chocolate egg wrapped in foil, and a couple of lion bars.  
In place of the second egg that I had planned, I have a poster.  I don’t know if you have heard of the ‘real Easter Egg’?  Its creators market it as ‘the first and only Easter Egg to explain the Christian understanding of Easter on the box’. In past years, some supermarkets have stocked it, but not this year. Usually I order it on-line and send to my grandchildren, until I realised that they were stock piling Easter Eggs.  On the outside are 3 crosses, and inside it contains a copy of the Easter story and a Bible verse and sticker set showing characters from the story. Inside it is very similar to the other one….a wrapped blue foiled egg.  Hold up poster. The chocolate is fair trade, but otherwise it tastes much the same. 
And what about our third egg? Well, here you need a little imagination. I wanted to bring a real egg, about to hatch, but I could only get the ordinary sort we eat – and I have hard boiled it for safety! Hold it up….
But this represents a real egg, and to emphasise the point, here is a representation of the chicken that bursts forth from it!  Hold up chicken….actually it may be a duck, but you get the point.
Inside a fertilised live egg – whether of a chicken or a duck or an ostrich – there is life, waiting to break forth. It will crack open the hard protective shell to break out into the world. 

2.
Easter is about new life

Easter is about new life, breaking through the shell of our everyday existence and the protective walls we put up around ourselves – even through the sadness and darkness of life that we all encounter at some time. It is about a new heaven and a new earth. It is day when we celebrate the start of that new life. For Christians, the resurrection of Jesus means that that new world order has begun. It is not just sometime in the future. With the resurrection of Jesus, something distinctive happened and that means for us that things can never now be the same.
For most of us, life goes on day by day. We are like people in a book living out our stories, not knowing how they will end, but hoping for the best. Things happen, we respond and are either crushed by them or make the most of them.  Believing in the resurrection is a bit like having had a peek at the end of the book and reading the end of the story. Knowing that all will be well. It is impossible then to go back to being just a character in our story without that special glow inside. Or it is like a football team being able to fast forward and learn that they win the world cup. They then go back and play with abandon. In the Harry Potter stories, there is a time when Harry’s friend Ron believes he has taken a lucky potion that will make everything he does succeed. This gives him such confidence that everything he does does succeed, even though he never took the potion. If we truly believe in the resurrection of Jesus, we will be able to do fantastic things, as our feet will be rooted in this new heaven, this new earth, this new future – and so we will help to bring it about.

This is what happened to the disciples. They changed from being frightened to being confident. They achieved incredible things. And it happens today too to those fired with this inner new life, which we call eternal life, and which is not just about what happens when we die, but a quality of life we can experience now.
But for many people – perhaps ourselves included – this is very abstract and hard to comprehend. Perhaps we grasp it one moment and lose it the next? And for others it is just a load of rubbish – a religious rumour that started 2000 years ago.
3.
Three eggs; three responses to Easter

So that takes me back to those three eggs, because I think they represent 3 ways of responding to the Easter story.

First Egg

You represent most of the adult population of this country: like the standard Easter Egg, you are a ‘good egg’, but you don’t really have much time for religion – so you do not think the story of Jesus is worth telling. 

Poster for second egg
You too are a good egg. You go to church (on and off) and do believe the story of Jesus is important and worth telling. You think that his life gives an example of how to live, so you are made of chocolate that is fairly traded. But you can’t always say that it makes you full of new life.
The real egg and duck
And you are full of the new life of Jesus, which is bursting open all your preconceptions, even though you don’t always know why. That new life changes the way you do things and what you do, and fills you with joy this Easter Day because you know that things really have been changed by the resurrection of Jesus. You can’t go back in the egg – life will never be the same again. Like Mother Teresa who didn’t always feel God’s reassurance and love but went on acting as if it were the only real thing in the world, your life is changed forever as a result of what happened on this day we remember 2000 years ago.        Amen 
Alleluia: Christ is risen. He is risen indeed, Alleluia

Egg 1 (standard commercial egg)

I am a good egg.

but I don’t tell the story of Jesus or believe in him.

Egg 2 (the ‘real’ Easter Egg)

I am a good egg.

I tell the story of Jesus and it leads me to help other people through such things as Fair Trade 

Egg 3 (a fertilised chicken or duck egg – with duck!)

I am a different sort of egg.

It isn’t my box or my chocolate shell that matters.

I am bursting with the new life God gives. 
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