14th March 2021; Mothering Sunday

Exodus 2: 1-10; John 19: 25b - 27
1.
M stands for Mary

The part of the Bible that was just read talks about Mary, Jesus’ mother. It tells us how Jesus loved her so much that even when he was in pain and dying, he asked his good friend to look after her. 

We don’t know a lot about the time when he was growing up, but we know that his home must have been a place where he was encouraged to be the very special person he was born to be. She was there for him even when times were at their worst.  So it is for us, that we are encouraged by our mothers to develop our own distinctive gifts, and she is also there beside us when things are most difficult or go wrong.

And when we think of M for Mary, we can also remember that God encourages our special gifts and will always be there beside us when things are difficult.

2.
O stands for Ordinary

A lot of things that mothers do are very ordinary things; things that happen everyday, and many of which have to be done over and over again, like cooking. cleaning, washing….. 

These ordinary things can be quite boring but they are the things that enable everyone in a family to get on with life, to make friends and perhaps bring them home, to go to school or work. They are ordinary things need to be shared within a family, not left just to one person. 
And when we think of O for ordinary, we can also remember - whether we are old or young - that Jesus knows about life on earth and is with us in the ordinary, everyday things of life.
3.
T stands for Taking care and love

One of the things a good mother does is to take care of her children. The Mother of Moses (whom the Grapevine tells us was called Jochebed) had to think of a way to save him from death in a very difficult time, when all the baby boys of the Hebrew people were being killed.

But it not just protection from danger that mothers give us, they also give us love.  If we have been really loved when we are young, this protects and strengthens us in many ways throughout our lives and helps us to love other people too. This love doesn’t just come from our mothers - it often comes from others in the family as well, but the love of our mothers, if we are lucky enough to have it, is very important. 

And when we think of T for taking care and love, we can also remember - whether we are old or young - that God loves each one of us and that this has a big effect on us, right through our lives when we see it and accept it.

4.
H stands for Hurt and for Hard

For Mary, being a mother brought a lot of hurt as well as pleasure, and our reading tells us of a very sad time for her. There are lots of hurts in being a mother today as well, sometimes as serious and as sad as it was for Mary. This past year has been a very hard time for us all, including for many mothers struggling to do home schooling on top of everything else.
There are also many people for whom Mothering Sunday brings hurt. Not everyone has the experience of a mother who cares for them.  Some mothers try hard to love their children but cannot, and some are separated from their mothers by death or misfortune. Some women desperately want to have their own children but it doesn’t happen for them for one of any number of reasons.
It is good to have a day when we remember mothers and all they do, but let us not be unrealistic or sentimental or complacent. Being a mother is hard, especially for some, and there are lots of hurts.

And when we think of H for hurt and hard, we can also remember - whether we are old or young - that God understands about hurt, and he understands about when things are hard.

5.
E stands for Exceptional

I know that I said that many of the things mothers do are very ordinary, but I also want to say that your mother is ‘exceptional’. We all are – God made us all different, and we all have special gifts, so today is a very good time to think about what it is that makes  - or made - your mother special. Later, we have some flowers for the children here to give to their mothers, and perhaps later today they can tell her what makes her special for them. But we can all think about the ways in which our own mothers were special, even if we don’t see them any more.
And when we think of E for exceptional, we can also remember - whether we are old or young - that God is exceptional and should have a special place in our lives.

6.
R stands for Remember

I already said that today is a sad day for some people. For some here and certainly many older people, their mothers are not alive any more. It is still good to remember and to thank God for all that they gave us, but it can be very sad too, especially for those whose mothers died recently. But remembering is not just when someone has died. We may live in the same house or far away but it is important to remember to say thank you.

And when we think of R for remember, we can also remember - whether we are old or young - that God holds all of us, and those we love, in His hand in this life and beyond. 


Amen
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