Intercessions     All Saints Church, Ashdon

1 November 2020; All Saints
1 John 3: 1-3; Matthew 5: 1-12
On this All Saints Day, we give thanks for all those people who have built and maintained this Church of All Saints over the years. We thank you too for the lives of all whose love and care has inspired us and through whose lives we have seen God’s love in action.

We pray for the Friends of All Saints, and for the work they do in our own time to maintain our building, and for all who contribute in so many ways to our worship here. We pray for our Team in Saffron Walden and the other churches in our Benefice; for the national church and for our Bishops and leaders. With increasing restrictions may your church continue to show forth your love.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
We pray for the nations of the world; for the United States of America as they choose their President, and for our own leaders as they take advice and seek to establish measures to safeguard our health. We pray for the countries of the world where there is political unrest due to current restrictions and fear for livelihoods. And we remember refugees who have no place to call home and are at the mercy of increased infection and of unscrupulous people as they seek a route to safety.
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we reach the end of half term, we pray for children returning to school next week, and particularly for our own school here in Ashdon and for Simon Rance, Head Teacher. As we think of those we call saints, we remember especially those teachers who have inspired us in different ways
Lord, in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer
As we face a second national lockdown, we remember before God all who are lonely and fearful; all those whose livelihood is threatened.
With rising numbers of cases of coronavirus, we pray for all who are ill, and for those in the Health Service who are fighting to help them,. We remember too all those whose health is suffering for other reasons, whose operations and treatment have been postponed.

Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer
And now we remember before God all who mourn, especially those this week mourning the recent death of Tim Hardingham: his wife Nell, his sons Daniel and Jeremy, and Nell’s children Kai and Poppy. And as we think of this afternoon’s All Souls service, we also recall all those who have been dear to us. In thanking God for Tim’s life we also thank God for theirs.

Lord, You promised eternal life to those who believe.
Remember for good your servant Tim and all those who have been dear to us, as we also remember them. Bring all who rest in Christ into the fullness of your kingdom, where sins have been forgiven and death is no more.

Merciful Father, 
accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour  Jesus Christ.          Amen
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