Al-Bukhari and Abu Hanifah!

Muhammad ibn Isma’1ll Al-Bukhari — rahimahullah — said in his book “Ad-Du’afa As-
Saghir”:
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388. An-Nu'man ibn Thabit Abt Hanifah Al-Kafi. He died in year 150 (after hijrah).
Nu’aym ibn Hammad narrated to us (and said): Yahya ibn Sa'id and Mu’adh ibn Mu’adh
(both) narrated to us and said: We heard Ath-Thawri say: “Abi Hanifah was asked to repent
from kufr two times.”

Nu’aym narrated to us (and said): Al-Fazari narrated to us and said: I was with Ath-
Thawri when the death of Abu Hanifah was announced, so he said: “All praise is due to
Allah.” And he prostrated. He said: “He used to breach Islam, knot after knot.”

And he (i.e. Ath-Thawri) said: “No-one was born in Islam more calamitous than him.”

A companion of ours narrated to us, from Hamdawayh who said: I said to Muhammad
ibn Maslamah: “What is it with the opinion of An-Nu'man, he entered all of the cities except Al-
Madinah.” He said: “Verily the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘The
Dajjal will not enter it, nor will the plague.” And he is a dajjal among the dajajilah (pl. dajjal).”

(Ad-Du’afa As-Saghir, Bab An-Nun)

Here you should pay attention to a point that will help you to understand the issue better.
And that is that Al-Bukhar1 here mentioned Abu Hanifah by name, but in his “Sahih” (i.e
Sahih Al-Bukhari) when he refuted Abu Hanifah and criticized him, he did not mention
him by name as a protection to his book “As-Sahih”. Due to the mighty status of the book,
de did not want to soil it by mentioning his name. And likewise was it with Al-Humaydi
— and he is the shaykh of Al-Bukhari — with regards to his book “Ar-Radd “ala Abu
Hanifah”; when he would read it in Al-Masjid Al-Haram, he would refute him but not

! Based upon a part of the 48t lesson from the series “Sharh Kitab As-Sunnah by Harb ibn Isma’il Al-
Karmani” by the shaykh Abu Al-Muhannad, hafidhahullih.
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mention his name. So when he was asked about this, he said that he hated mentioning his
name in Al-Masjid Al-Haram. And this will come.

And Al-Bukhar also narrated in his book “At-Tarikh Al-Kabir”:
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759. Muhammad ibn Maslamah Abt Hashim Al-Makhzumi Al-Madani. ‘Abdur-Rahman
ibn Shaybah said to me: Muhammad ibn Maslamah Al-Madani narrated to us that he
heard Malik, from Nafi’, from Ibn “Umar (who said): “The Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) prohibited the qaz’ (cutting the hair some places and leaving it other places).” And it was
said to Muhammad ibn Maslamah: “What is it with the opinion of An-Nu’man, he entered all
of the cities except Al-Madinah.” He said: “He is verily a dajjal among the dajajilah (pl. dajjal).
And the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said: “The plague will not enter it,
nor will the Dajjal.””

(At-Tartkh Al-Kabir, Al-Muhammadiin)

So in both of his books — “Ad-Du’afa As-Saghir” and “At-Tarikh Al-Kabir” — Al-Bukhari
mentioned Abti Hanifah by name. But in his book “As-Sahih” he would not mention his
name, rather he would say: “Some people said.” As it will be clarified, in sha Allah.

The shaykh of Al-Bukhari ‘Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr Al-Humaydi — rahimahullah — wrote
an independent book called “Kitab Ar-Radd ‘ala Abi Hanifah”. And this book is lost.

It was narrated in “Al-Majrthin” by Ibn Hibban:
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I heard Al-Hasan ibn ‘Uthman ibn Ziyad say: I heard Muhammad ibn Manstr Al-Jawwaz
say: I saw Al-Humayd1 read “Kitab Ar-Radd ‘ala Abi Hanifah” in Al-Masjid Al-Haram,
and he used to say: “Some people said such and such.” So I said to him: “Then why are you not
mentioning his name?” He said: “I hate to mention him in Al-Masjid Al-Haram.”

(Al-Majrihin)

So they used to mention Abti Hanifah, but in certain situations — due to their honorability
- they would refrain from mentioning him by name, in order to free these places from his
mention. So Al-Bukhari would not mention him in his book “As-Sahih”, and here his
shaykh Al-Humaydi refrained from mentioning him in Al-Masjid Al-Haram.



Al-Bukhari - rahimahullah — dedicated many chapters in his book “As-Sahth” to refuting
and answering back to the misguidances of Abu Hanifah. Among these chapters is “Kitab
Al-Hiyal” (The book of tricks). In these chapters he would not mention the name of Abu
Hanifah, rather he would say: “And some people said.” Also due to wanting to free his book
from having the mention of Abti Hanifah in it.

And here are some examples of this from “Sahih Al-Bukhari”:
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Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah Al-Ansari narrated to us (and said): My father narrated to us
(and said): Thumamah ibn “Abdillah ibn Anas narrated to us, that Anas narrated to him
that Abt Bakr As-Siddiq obligated upon him the same obligatory zakit which the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) obligated: “And the divided should not be
gathered, nor should the gathered not be divided in order to avoid (paying) the zakat.”
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Qutaybah narrated to us (and said): Isma‘il ibn Ja’far narrated to us, from Abu Suhayl,
from his father, from Talhah ibn ‘Ubayd-Allah that a Bedouin with unkempt hair came to
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and said: “O Messenger of Allah, what
has Allah obligated upon me of the prayer.” So he said: “The five prayer, except if you should
perform any (extra prayers) voluntarily.” So he said: “Inform me about what Alldh has
obligated upon me of the fast.” He said: “The month of Ramadan, except if you should
perform any (extra fast) voluntarily.” He said: “Inform me about what Allah has obligated
upon me of the zakat.” He said: So the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
informed him about the rituals of Islam. He (i.e. the Bedouin) said: “By the One who has
honored you, I will not perform any (extra) voluntary deeds, nor will perform any lesser than what
Allah obligated upon me.” So the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He
will be successful if he is truthful.” Or he said: “He will enter Paradise if he is truthful.”
And some people said: In hundred and twenty camels there are two camels (to be paid

in zakat). But if he kills one intentionally, gives it away or plays a trick in order to flee

from the zakat, then he should not pay anything.
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Ishaq narrated to me (and said): “Abdur-Razzaq narrated to us (and said): Ma'mar
narrated to us, from Hammam, from Abt Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said: The
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The kanz (i.e. wealth upon which
no zakat was paid) of one of you on the Day of Resurrection will be a bald snake. He will
flee from it, but it will catch up to him saying: ‘I am your kanz.”” He added: “By Allah,
it will continue to follow until he stretches out his hand and it will devour it in its
mouth.” And the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If the owner of
camels will not pay the zakat upon them, they will be given authority over him on the
Day of Resurrection by stamping on his face with their hooves.” And some people said

regarding a man who has a camel, but he fears that there is some zakat (obligatory)

upon it, so he sells it for a camel just like it, or a sheep, a cow or some darahim while

fleeing from the zakat in the last day of when its due, and (by that) playing a trick, then

there is no harm upon him (for doing that). And he (also) says: If he pays the zakat

upon his camels before the time expires (i.e. when the zakat becomes due) by one day

or one vear, then this valid for him.
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Qutaybah ibn Sa"id narrated to us (and said): Layth narrated to us, from ibn Shihab, from
‘Ubayd-Allah ibn “‘Abdillah ibn ‘Utbah, from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said: Sa’d ibn “Ubadah
Al-Ansari asked the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for a fatwa regarding
an oath which his mother had given but not fulfilled before she died. So the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Fulfil it for her.” And some people said: When
the number of camels reaches twenty then four sheep are obligatory (to pay in zakat

for them). But if he gives one away before the time, or sells it due to fleeing and playing

a trick to avoid the zakat, then he should not pay anything. And likewise if he kills one

of them and then dies, then nothing is to be taken from his wealth.




(Sahih Al-Bukhari - Kitab Al-Hiyal, Bab Az-Zakat)

And the fact that he with his saying: “Some people said”, intends Abu Hanifah, is
something which is known by everyone. Even the Ahnaf (followers of the madhhab of Abu
Hanifah) — among those who seek knowledge and look into the books — know this with
full certainty and they acknowledge this fact.

Az-Zayla't? said in the book “Nasb Ar-Rayah”:
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“Al-Bukhari — rahimahullah — due to his extreme partiality and his negligence in bearing over with

the madhhab of Abii Hanifah, he did not leave it in his Sahih, not even in one hadith. And neither
did Muslim rahimahullah...”
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“And Al-Bukhari would pray great attention to what he refuted Abii Hanifah with from the

Sunnah. So he would mention a hadith and then follow it up with mentioning him. So he would

say: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said such and such, and some people

said such and such. And with ‘some people’ he would mean him and he would slander him by
saying he opposed the hadith...”
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“And he says in the beginning of his book: ‘Chapter — The prayer is from iman.” And then he brings

the ahadith of the chapter while intending the refutation of Abii Hanifah in his saying: Verily the
deeds are not from iman.”

So whoever studies and engages in “Sahih Al-Bukhari” he knows all of this.

2 Jamal Al-Din Az-Zayla'1t Al-Hanafi. He died in year 762 after hijrah.

5



