Al-Bukhārī and Abū Hanifah1
Muhammad ibn Ismā’īl Al-Bukhārī – rahimahullāh – said in his book “Ad-Du’afā AsSaghīr”:

 ومعاذ،  حيىي بن سعيد:  ثنا،  نعيم بن محاد:  حدثنا،  مات سنة مخسني ومائة،  النعمان بن اثبت أبو حنيفة الكويف- 388
. استتيب أبو حنيفة من الكفر مرتني:  مسعنا الثوري يقول، بن معاذ
 كان ينقض:  قال،  وسجد،  احلمد هلل:  فقال،  فنعي أبو حنيفة،  كنت عند الثوري:  قال،  الفزاري:  ثنا،  نعيم:  حدثنا.اإلسالم عروة عروة
. ما ولد يف اإلسالم مولود أشأم منه:  وقال يعين الثوري قال،  ما لرأي النعمان دخل البلدان كلها إال املدينة:  قلت حملمد بن مسلمة:  قال،  عن محدويه،  صاحب لنا:  حدثنا. وهو دجال من الدجاجلة،  ال يدخلها الدجال وال الطاعون:  قال، ) إن رسول هللا (ص:
388. An-Nu’mān ibn Thābit Abū Hanīfah Al-Kūfī. He died in year 150 (after hijrah).
Nu’aym ibn Hammād narrated to us (and said): Yahyā ibn Sa’īd and Mu’ādh ibn Mu’ādh
(both) narrated to us and said: We heard Ath-Thawrī say: “Abū Hanīfah was asked to repent
from kufr two times.”
Nu’aym narrated to us (and said): Al-Fazārī narrated to us and said: I was with AthThawrī when the death of Abū Hanīfah was announced, so he said: “All praise is due to
Allāh.” And he prostrated. He said: “He used to breach Islām, knot after knot.”
And he (i.e. Ath-Thawrī) said: “No-one was born in Islām more calamitous than him.”
A companion of ours narrated to us, from Hamdawayh who said: I said to Muhammad
ibn Maslamah: “What is it with the opinion of An-Nu’mān, he entered all of the cities except AlMadīnah.” He said: “Verily the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘The
Dajjāl will not enter it, nor will the plague.’ And he is a dajjāl among the dajājilah (pl. dajjāl).”
(Ad-Du’afā As-Saghīr, Bāb An-Nūn)
Here you should pay attention to a point that will help you to understand the issue better.
And that is that Al-Bukhārī here mentioned Abū Hanīfah by name, but in his “Sahīh” (i.e
Sahīh Al-Bukhārī) when he refuted Abū Hanīfah and criticized him, he did not mention
him by name as a protection to his book “As-Sahīh”. Due to the mighty status of the book,
de did not want to soil it by mentioning his name. And likewise was it with Al-Humaydī
– and he is the shaykh of Al-Bukhārī – with regards to his book “Ar-Radd ‘alā Abū
Hanīfah”; when he would read it in Al-Masjid Al-Haram, he would refute him but not
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mention his name. So when he was asked about this, he said that he hated mentioning his
name in Al-Masjid Al-Haram. And this will come.
And Al-Bukhārī also narrated in his book “At-Tārīkh Al-Kabīr”:

 حممد بن مسلمة املدين مسع:  حدثنا،  عبد الرمحن بن شيبة:  قال يل،  حممد بن مسلمة أبو هشام املخزومي املدين- 759
 ما لرأى أيب حنيفة دخل البالد كلها:  وقيل حملمد ابن مسلمة،  هنى النيب (ص) عن القزع:  عن ابن عمر،  عن انفع، مالكا
. ال يدخلها الطاعون وال الدجال: ) وقال النيب (ص،  إنه دجال من الدجاجلة:  فقال، إال املدينة
759. Muhammad ibn Maslamah Abū Hāshim Al-Makhzumi Al-Madanī. ‘Abdur-Rahmān
ibn Shaybah said to me: Muhammad ibn Maslamah Al-Madanī narrated to us that he
heard Malik, from Nāfi’, from Ibn ‘Umar (who said): “The Prophet (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) prohibited the qaz’ (cutting the hair some places and leaving it other places).” And it was
said to Muhammad ibn Maslamah: “What is it with the opinion of An-Nu’mān, he entered all
of the cities except Al-Madīnah.” He said: “He is verily a dajjāl among the dajājilah (pl. dajjāl).
And the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘The plague will not enter it,
nor will the Dajjāl.’”
(At-Tārīkh Al-Kabīr, Al-Muhammadūn)
So in both of his books – “Ad-Du’afā As-Saghīr” and “At-Tārīkh Al-Kabīr” – Al-Bukhārī
mentioned Abū Hanīfah by name. But in his book “As-Sahīh” he would not mention his
name, rather he would say: “Some people said.” As it will be clarified, in shā Allāh.
The shaykh of Al-Bukhārī ‘Abdullāh ibn Az-Zubayr Al-Humaydī – rahimahullāh – wrote
an independent book called “Kitab Ar-Radd ‘alā Abī Hanīfah”. And this book is lost.
It was narrated in “Al-Majrūhīn” by Ibn Hibbān:

 رأيت احلميدي يقرأ "كتاب الرد على أيب: يقول، مسعت حممد بن منصور اجلواز: يقول،مسعت احلسن بن عثمان بن زايد
 أكره أن أذكره يف املسجد: فيكف ال تسميه؟ قال:فقلت له.  قال بعض الناس كذا: فكان يقول،حنيفة" يف املسجد احلرام
احلرام
I heard Al-Hasan ibn ‘Uthmān ibn Ziyād say: I heard Muhammad ibn Mansūr Al-Jawwāz
say: I saw Al-Humaydī read “Kitab Ar-Radd ‘alā Abī Hanīfah” in Al-Masjid Al-Harām,
and he used to say: “Some people said such and such.” So I said to him: “Then why are you not
mentioning his name?” He said: “I hate to mention him in Al-Masjid Al-Harām.”
(Al-Majrūhīn)
So they used to mention Abū Hanīfah, but in certain situations – due to their honorability
– they would refrain from mentioning him by name, in order to free these places from his
mention. So Al-Bukhārī would not mention him in his book “As-Sahīh”, and here his
shaykh Al-Humaydī refrained from mentioning him in Al-Masjid Al-Harām.
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Al-Bukhārī – rahimahullāh – dedicated many chapters in his book “As-Sahīh” to refuting
and answering back to the misguidances of Abū Hanīfah. Among these chapters is “Kitāb
Al-Hiyal” (The book of tricks). In these chapters he would not mention the name of Abū
Hanīfah, rather he would say: “And some people said.” Also due to wanting to free his book
from having the mention of Abū Hanīfah in it.
And here are some examples of this from “Sahih Al-Bukhārī”:

َِّ حدَّثَنا ححم َّمد بن عب ِد
َّ  َح َّدثَهح أ،َن أَنَ اسا
َّ  أ،اَّللِ بْ ِن أَنَس
َّ  َحدَّثَنَا حُثَ َامةح بْ حن َعْب ِد، َحدَّثَنَا أَِيب،ي
ُّ صا ِر
َيَة
َ ب لَهح فَ ِر
َْ َ َ َ ح ْ ح
َ ْاَّلل األَن
َ ََن أ َََ بَكْر َكت
ِ
ِ َّ
." الص َدقَ ِة
ض َر حس ح
َّ ول
َّ َني حْْجتَ ِمع َخ ْشيَة
َ َْني حمتَ َف ِرق َوالَ يح َفَّر حق ب
َ َْاَّلل صلى هللا عليه وسلم " َوالَ حُْي َم حع ب
َ الص َدقَة الَِِّت فَ َر
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillāh Al-Ansārī narrated to us (and said): My father narrated to us
(and said): Thumāmah ibn ‘Abdillāh ibn Anas narrated to us, that Anas narrated to him
that Abū Bakr As-Siddīq obligated upon him the same obligatory zakāt which the
Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) obligated: “And the divided should not be
gathered, nor should the gathered not be divided in order to avoid (paying) the zakāt.”

ِاَّلل
ِ ِ
ِِ
ِ ِ
ِ  جاء إِ ََل رس،َن أ َْعرابِيًّا
َّ ول
 أ َّ َ َ َ َ ح، َع ْن طَْل َحةَ بْ ِن حعبَ ْيد ا ََّّلل، َع ْن أَبيه، َع ْن أَِيب حس َهْيل،يل بْ حن َج ْع َفر
 َحدَّثَنَا إ ْمسَاع ح،َحدَّثَنَا قحتَ ْي بَةح
َِّ ول
ِ الصلَو
ِ الرأ
 إِالَّ أَ ْن،س
ْ ات
َ الصالَةِ فَ َق
َ ال َاي َر حس
َ ْس فَ َق
َّ ض
َّ اَّللح َعلَ َّى ِم َن
َّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم َاثئَِر
ْ اَّلل أ
َ َخِ ِْبِين َما َذا فَ َر
َ َّ " ال
َ اْلَ ْم
ِ
ِ اَّلل علَى ِمن
ِ
َ َ ق." ع َشْي ئاا
َ َالصيَ ِام ق
َ  فَ َق." ع َشْي ئاا
َّ ض
َ ال " َش ْهَر َرَم
ْ ال أ
ْ ال أ
َ  إِالَّ أَ ْن تَطََّو،َا َن
َ تَطََّو
َ َخِ ِْبِين ِبَا فَ َر
َ َخِ ِْبِين ِبَا فَ َر
اَّللح
َ َّ َ ض َّح
ِ َ َ ق.اَّللِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم شرائِع ا ِإلسالَِم
َّ َعلَ َّى ِم َن
ص ِِمَّا
َخ ََِبهح َر حس ح
َ َالزَكاةِ ق
َّ ول
َ ال َوالَّذي أَ ْكَرَم
ْ ال فَأ
َ الَ أَتَطََّو ح
ْ َ ََ
ع َشْي ئاا َوالَ أَنْ حق ح
َِّ ول
ض
َ َ َوق." ص َد َق
ال َر حس ح
َ  فَ َق.اَّللح َعلَ َّى َشْي ئاا
َّ ض
َ فَ َر
ال بَ ْع ح
َ  أ َْو " َد َخ َل ا ْجلَنَّةَ إِ ْن." ص َد َق
َ اَّلل صلى هللا عليه وسلم " أَفْ لَ َح إِ ْن
ِ
ِ ِ ِ ِ ِ َّاس ِيف ِع ْش ِر
ِ الن
. فَالَ َش ْىءَ َعلَْي ِه،ِال فِ َيها فَِر اارا ِم َن الَّزَكاة
َ َاحت
ْ  أ َْو َوَهبَ َها أَ ِو، فَِإ ْن أ َْهلَ َك َها حمتَ َعم ادا.ين َومائَة بَعري حقَّتَان
َ
Qutaybah narrated to us (and said): Ismā’īl ibn Ja’far narrated to us, from Abū Suhayl,
from his father, from Talhah ibn ‘Ubayd-Allāh that a Bedouin with unkempt hair came to
the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and said: “O Messenger of Allāh, what
has Allāh obligated upon me of the prayer.” So he said: “The five prayer, except if you should
perform any (extra prayers) voluntarily.” So he said: “Inform me about what Allāh has
obligated upon me of the fast.” He said: “The month of Ramadan, except if you should
perform any (extra fast) voluntarily.” He said: “Inform me about what Allāh has obligated
upon me of the zakat.” He said: So the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
informed him about the rituals of Islām. He (i.e. the Bedouin) said: “By the One who has
honored you, I will not perform any (extra) voluntary deeds, nor will perform any lesser than what
Allāh obligated upon me.” So the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He
will be successful if he is truthful.” Or he said: “He will enter Paradise if he is truthful.”
And some people said: In hundred and twenty camels there are two camels (to be paid
in zakāt). But if he kills one intentionally, gives it away or plays a trick in order to flee
from the zakāt, then he should not pay anything.
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ِ الرز
اَّللِ صلى هللا عليه
ال َر حس ح
َ َال ق
َ َ َع ْن أَِيب حهَريْ َرةَ رضى هللا عنه ق، َع ْن ََهَّام، َحدَّثَنَا َم ْع َمٌر،َّاق
َّ ول
َّ  َحدَّثَنَا َعْب حد،اق
َح َّدثَِين إِ ْس َح ح
ِ  ي ِفُّر ِمنْه ص،وسلم " ي حكو حن َكْن ز أَح ِد حكم ي وم الْ ِقيام ِة حشجاعا أَقْ رع
اَّللِ لَ ْن يََز َال يَطْلحبحهح َح ََّّت
َ َ ق.ول أ ََان َكْن حزَك
احبحهح فَيَطْلحبحهح َويَ حق ح
َّ ال َو
َ ح َ ْ َْ َ َ َ َ ا َ َ َ ح
َ
ِ
ِ
ِ،ط علَي ِه ي وم الْ ِقيامة
ِ
ال َر حس ح
َ َ َوق." ط يَ َدهح فَيح ْلق َم َها فَاهح
َّ ول
َ يَْب حس
ُّ اَّلل صلى هللا عليه وسلم " إِذَا َما َر
َ َّع ِم ََلْ يح ْعط َحق
َ ب الن
َ َ َ ْ َ ْ َ  تح َسلَّ ح،َّها
ِ َ  فَخ،َّاس ِيف رجل لَه إِبِل
 أ َْو، أ َْو بََِنَم،اع َها ِِِبِل ِمثْلِ َها
َ َ َوق." َخ َفافِ َها
َّ ب َعلَْي ِه
ََتْبِ ح
ْ ط َو ْج َههح ِِب
َ َ فَب،الص َدقَةح
َ ٌ ض الن ِ َ ح ح
ال بَ ْع ح
َ اف أَ ْن ََت
ِ ،الص َدقَ ِة بِي وم
ِ ِ ِ
،احلَْو حل بِيَ ْوم أ َْو بِ َسنَة
ْ ول
َ ول إِ ْن َزَّكى إِبِلَهح قَ ْب َل أَ ْن َحيح
 َوْه َو يَ حق ح،س َعلَْي ِه
ْ ْ َ َّ  فَر اارا م َن، أ َْو بِ َد َراه َم،بِبَ َقر
َ ْاحتيَاالا فَالَ َِب
.ت َعْنهح
ْ َج َاز
Ishāq narrated to me (and said): ‘Abdur-Razzāq narrated to us (and said): Ma’mar
narrated to us, from Hammām, from Abū Hurayrah (radiAllāhu ‘anhu) who said: The
Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The kanz (i.e. wealth upon which
no zakāt was paid) of one of you on the Day of Resurrection will be a bald snake. He will
flee from it, but it will catch up to him saying: ‘I am your kanz.’” He added: “By Allāh,
it will continue to follow until he stretches out his hand and it will devour it in its
mouth.” And the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If the owner of
camels will not pay the zakāt upon them, they will be given authority over him on the
Day of Resurrection by stamping on his face with their hooves.” And some people said
regarding a man who has a camel, but he fears that there is some zakāt (obligatory)
upon it, so he sells it for a camel just like it, or a sheep, a cow or some darāhim while
fleeing from the zakāt in the last day of when its due, and (by that) playing a trick, then
there is no harm upon him (for doing that). And he (also) says: If he pays the zakāt
upon his camels before the time expires (i.e. when the zakāt becomes due) by one day
or one year, then this valid for him.

استَ ْف ََّت
َ َ أَنَّهح ق، َع ِن ابْ ِن َعبَّاس،َاَّللِ بْ ِن عحْت بَة
َّ اَّللِ بْ ِن َعْب ِد
َّ  َع ْن حعبَ ْي ِد، َع ِن ابْ ِن ِش َهاب،ث
ٌ  َحدَّثَنَا لَْي،َحدَّثَنَا قحتَ ْي بَةح بْ حن َسعِيد
ْ ال
ِ  تحوفِيت قَبل أَ ْن تَ ْق،اَّللِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم ِيف نَ ْذر َكا َن علَى أ ِحم ِه
اَّللِ صلى
ال َر حس ح
َ  فَ َق،َيَهح
َ ي َر حس
َّ ول
َّ ول
ُّ صا ِر
َ
َ َْس ْع حد بْ حن عحبَ َادةَ األَن
َْ ْ َح
ِ ِِ ِ
ِ ْهللا عليه وسلم " اق
ِ ِ ض الن
،احلَْوِل أ َْو ََ َع َها
ْ  فَِإ ْن َوَهبَ َها قَ ْب َل، فَِف َيها أ َْربَ حع ِشيَاه،ين
َ َ َوق." َ ِه َعْن َها
ال بَ ْع ح
َ َّاس إ َذا بَلَََت اإلب حل ع ْش ِر
ِ
ِ َّ اط
ِ فِرارا واحتِياالا ِإلس َق
. فَالَ َش ْىءَ ِيف َمالِِه،ات
َ  َوَك َذل، فَالَ َش ْىءَ َعلَْي ِه،الزَكاة
َ َ إِ ْن أَتْلَ َف َها فَ َم
ْ
َ ْ َ َا
Qutaybah ibn Sa’īd narrated to us (and said): Layth narrated to us, from ibn Shihāb, from
‘Ubayd-Allāh ibn ‘Abdillāh ibn ‘Utbah, from Ibn ‘Abbās that he said: Sa’d ibn ‘Ubādah
Al-Ansārī asked the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for a fatwā regarding
an oath which his mother had given but not fulfilled before she died. So the Messenger of
Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Fulfil it for her.” And some people said: When
the number of camels reaches twenty then four sheep are obligatory (to pay in zakāt
for them). But if he gives one away before the time, or sells it due to fleeing and playing
a trick to avoid the zakāt, then he should not pay anything. And likewise if he kills one
of them and then dies, then nothing is to be taken from his wealth.
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(Sahīh Al-Bukhārī – Kitāb Al-Hiyal, Bab Az-Zakāt)
And the fact that he with his saying: “Some people said”, intends Abū Hanīfah, is
something which is known by everyone. Even the Ahnāf (followers of the madhhab of Abū
Hanīfah) – among those who seek knowledge and look into the books – know this with
full certainty and they acknowledge this fact.
Az-Zayla’ī2 said in the book “Nasb Ar-Rāyah”:

فالبخاري رمحه هللا مع شدة تعصبه وفرط حتمله على مذهب أيب حنيفة َل يودع صحيحه منها حديثا واحدا وال كذلَ مسلم
… رمحه هللا
“Al-Bukhārī – rahimahullāh – due to his extreme partiality and his negligence in bearing over with
the madhhab of Abū Hanīfah, he did not leave it in his Sahīh, not even in one hadīth. And neither
did Muslim rahimahullāh…”

والبخاري كثري التتبع ملا يرد على أيب حنيفة من السنة فيذكر احلديث مث يعرض بذكره فيقول قال رسول هللا صلى هللا عليه
…وسلم كذا وكذا وقال بعض الناس كذا وكذا يشري ببعض الناس إليه ويشنع ملخالفة احلديث عليه
“And Al-Bukhārī would pray great attention to what he refuted Abū Hanīfah with from the
Sunnah. So he would mention a hadīth and then follow it up with mentioning him. So he would
say: The Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said such and such, and some people
said such and such. And with ‘some people’ he would mean him and he would slander him by
saying he opposed the hadīth…”

 إن األعمال ليست:هو يقول يف أول كتابه َب الصالة من اإلميان مث يسوق أحاديث الباب ويقصد الرد على أيب حنيفة قوله
…من اإلميان
“And he says in the beginning of his book: ‘Chapter – The prayer is from īmān.’ And then he brings
the ahādīth of the chapter while intending the refutation of Abū Hanīfah in his saying: Verily the
deeds are not from īmān.”
So whoever studies and engages in “Sahīh Al-Bukhārī” he knows all of this.

2

Jamāl Al-Din Az-Zayla’ī Al-Hanafī. He died in year 762 after hijrah.
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