
Al-Aqeedah 

 

ُشَّفَاعَةُ ال
Ash-Shafā’ah 

According to the Qurān and Sunnah 

 

 

“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession 

will avail nothing except after Allāh has given permission for 

whom He wills and pleases.”  

(An-Najm 53:26) 
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Asking shafā’ah (intercession) from others than Allāh – living or dead – is shirk 

akbar (major shirk) 

 بِسْمُِٱللّهُِٰٱلرَّحْْهنُِٱلرَّحِيمُِ

In the name of Allāh the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent. 

Shafā’ah is intercession and can be divided into a shafā’ah in this life and a shafā’ah in the 

next life. The shafā’ah in this life can be divided into two types. One, which is permissible 

and another one which is shirk akbar: 

1. The permissible intercession in dunyā is the one where a Muslim asks another Muslim 

to ask Allāh to forgive him or the like of this. In his heart, the person must depend 

on Allāh alone to realize his aim and ward off what is disliked. He should know that 

this intercessor is no more than a mean which Allāh has permitted to us, and that 

benefit and harm are in the hand of Allāh alone. This meaning is expressed clearly in 

the Book of Allāh and the Sunnah of His Messenger (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam). 

 

2. The type of intercession in this life which is shirk is where a person ask a living being 

for something which only Allāh is capable of. Another example of this type is if he 

asks or calls upon a person who is not present and thereby giving him divine 

characteristics such as him being all-hearing. This is from the basic knowledge about 

Allāh the Exalted that these things must only be directed towards Him alone.  

The shafā’ah of the next life is the intercession which will take place on the Day of Judgement 

when some will be allowed to intercede for others in front of Allāh. There are narrations 

that inform us that Muhammad (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) along with others will be 

allowed to intercede, but the intercession still belongs to Allāh and should at all times be 

asked for from Him – the Exalted. 

In a longer hadīth narrated by Abu Hurayrah (radiAllāhu ’anhu) the Prophet (sallAllāhu alayhi 

wa sallam) said: 

ُيََُمُ َمَّد ُارْفَعُْرَأْسَكَُسَلُْت  عْطهَُْوَاشْفَعُْت شَفَّعُْ ي  قَال   ثُ َُّ

“Then it will be said to: ‘O Muhammad, raise your head. Ask and you will be given, and 

intercede and your intercession will be accepted.’” (Al-Bukhārī and Muslim) 
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The shafā’ah of the next life has also been divided into two types. A type which is affirmed 

by Allāh in the Qurān and a type which is rejected by Allāh. 

1. The affirmed type of intercession (shafā’ah muthbitah) in the next life is the one which 

is asked, wished and sought for from Allāh alone.  

2. The rejected type of intercession (shafā’ah manfiyyah)  in the next is the one which is 

asked, wished and sought for from others than Allāh the Exalted 

Both of the types of intercession in the next life will be described further in the rest of this 

article. Allāh – The Exalted – clearly informs us that this intercession only belongs to Allāh 

and therefore should only be asked for from Him: 

ئًاُوَلََُيَ عْقِل ونَُ) كَُان واُلََُيََلِْك ونَُشَي ْ ُش فَعَاءَُق لُْأَوَلَوْ يعًاُلَه 43ُأمَُِاتَََّّذ واُمِنُْد ونُِاللَِّّ ُالشَّفَاعَة ُجََِ (ُق لُْللَِِّّ
ُالسَّمَاوَاتُِ إلِيَْهُِت  رْجَع ونَُُم لْك   وَالَْْرْضُِثُ َُّ

“Have they taken others as intercessors besides Allāh? Say: ‘Even if they have power 

over nothing whatever and have no intelligence?’ Say: ‘To Allāh belongs all 

intercession. The Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth belongs to Him. Then to Him 

you shall be brought back.’” (Az-Zumar 39:44) 

To Allāh belongs all intercession and He is the one who gives permission to the one who 

gets to intercede on the Day of Judgement. Therefore logically and naturally He is the one 

who is asked for this intercession. This is because this shafā’ah is an act of worship which 

exclusively must be directed to Allāh alone. So neither a dead person nor a living person 

should be asked for the shafā’ah which will take place on the Day of Judgement even if there 

exist narrations that these might or will be allowed to intercede that Day. 

There are many verses in the Qurān with this meaning. Allāh the Exalted says: 

ُمَنُْأذَِنَُلَه ُالرَّحَْْن ُوَرَضِيَُلهَ ُقَ وْلًَُ  يَ وْمَئِذٍُلََُتَ ن ْفَع ُالشَّفَاعَة ُإِلََّ

“On that day no intercession shall avail, except the one for whom the Most Beneficent 

(Allāh) has given permission and whose word is acceptable to Him.” (Tā-Hā 20:109) 

Shaykh Abdur-Rahmān ibn Hasan – rahimahullāh – said regarding this verse: 

 لْحدُإلَُبشرطينُ:ُإذنُالربُتعالىُللشافعُأنُيشفعُ،ُورضاهُعنُالمأذونُبالشفاعةُفيهُفبينُأنهُلَُتقع

”So he clarified that this will not take place for anyone except by the fulfillment of two conditions: 
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1. With the permission to intercede from the Exalted Lord to the one who intercedes. 

2. Him being satisfied with the one whom intercession is made for.” 

(Fath Al-Majīd Sharh Kitāb At-Tawhīd) 

So the one who asks anyone else than Allāh – no matter if he asks a dead or living being – 

have annulled the second condition which must be fulfilled in order for the intercession to 

take place. Because Allāh is only satisfied with Tawhīd, and the one who asks anyone but 

Allāh for the intercession in the next life have committed major shirk – which takes a person 

out of Islam and the doer will be considered as a mushrik – and thereby Allāh is not pleased 

with him. He has left the fold of Islam and must hurry up in making tawbah and learn the 

Tawhīd of Allāh and act upon it until he dies. 

Shaykh Abdur-Rahmān ibn Hasan – rahimahullāh – also said: 

 قالُاللهُتعالى

“Allāh the Exalted said: 

ُقُ  فَع ه مُْوَيَ ق ول ونَُهَؤ لََءُِش فَعَاؤ نََُعِنْدَُاللَِّّ ُمَاُلََُيَض رُّه مُْوَلََُيَ ن ْ اَُلََُيَ عْلَم ُلُْوَيَ عْب د ونَُمِنُْد ونُِاللَِّّ ُِِ ُأتَ  نَ بِٰئ ونَُاللََّّ
 ه ُوَتَ عَالَىُعَمَّاُي شْركِ ونَُفُِالسَّمَاوَاتُِوَلََُفُِالَْْرْضُِس بْحَانَُ

“And they worship besides Allāh things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they 

say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allāh.’ Say: ‘Do you inform Allāh of that which He 

knows not in the heavens and on the earth?’ Glorified and Exalted be He above all that 

which they associate as partners with Him!” (Yūnus 10:18) 

كُيفُحرمهمُالشفاعةُلماُطلبوهاُمنُغيرُاللهُ،ُوأخبرُأنُحصولهاُمستحيلُفُِحقهمُ،ُبطلبهاُفُِدارُالعملُمنُ فانظر
  : غيرهُ،ُوهذهُالشفاعةُالتيُنفاهاُالقرآنكُماُقالُتعالى

So look at how He forbade them the intercession due to the fact that they asked for it from someone 

else than Allāh, and He informed that it is impossible for them to achieve it by asking for it in this life 

from someone else than Him. And this is the shafā’ah which the Qurān has rejected, just as He the 

Exalted said: 

وَلََُشَفَاعَةٌُوَالْكَافِر ونَُه م ُُيََُأيَ ُّهَاُالَّذِينَُآمَن واُأنَْفِق واُمَِّاُرَزَق ْنَاك مُْمِنُْقَ بْلُِأَنُْيََْتَُِيَ وْمٌُلََُبَ يْعٌُفِيهُِوَلََُخ لَّةٌُ
 الظَّالِم ونَُ
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“O you who believe! Spend of that with which We have provided for you, before a Day 

comes when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the 

disbelievers who are the wrong-doers.” (Al-Baqarah 2:254) 

 : وقالُتعالى

And the Exalted said: 

 مُْيَ ت َّق ونَُهُ وَأنَْذِرُْبِهُِالَّذِينَُيََاَف ونَُأَنُْيُ ْشَر واُإِلَىُرَبِِّٰمُْليَْسَُلَه مُْمِنُْد ونهُِِوَلٌُِّوَلََُشَفِيعٌُلَعَلَّ

“And warn therewith (the Qurān) those who fear that they will be gathered before their 

Lord, when there will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for them besides Him, 

so that they may fear Allāh.” (Al-An'ām 6:51) 

فهذهُالشفاعةُالمنفيةُهيُالتيُفيهاُشركُ،ُوأماُالشفاعةُالتيُأثبتهاُالقرآنُفإنماُأثبتهاُبقيدينُعظيمينُ،ُإذنُالربُتعالُِ
 : لَُيرضيُمنُالْديَنُالستةُالمذكورةُفُِقولهللشفيعُ،ُورضاهُعنُالمشفوعُلهُ،ُوهوُ

So this is the rejected shafā’ah in which there is shirk. Regarding the shafā’ah which the Qurān has 

affirmed, then it has verily confirmed it only with two very important conditions; (1) The permission 

of the Lord to the one who intercedes and (2) Him being satisfied with the one for whom intercession 

is made. And He is not pleased with any of the six religions which are mentioned in His words: 

نَ ه مُْيَ وْمَُالْقِيَامَةُِارَىُوَالْمَج وسَُوَالَّذِينَُأَشْركَ واُإِنَُّاللََُّّإِنَُّالَّذِينَُآمَن واُوَالَّذِينَُهَاد واُوَالصَّابئِِيَنُوَالنَّصَُ ُيَ فْصِل ُبَ ي ْ
ُشَيْءٍُشَهِيدٌُ عَلَىكُ لِٰ  إِنَُّاللََُّّ

“Verily, those who believe and those who are Jews, and the Sabians, and the Christians, 

and the Magians, and those who worship others besides Allāh, truly, Allāh will judge 

between them on the Day of Resurrection. Verily! Allāh is Witness over all things.” (Al-

Hajj 22:17) 

كُماُقالُتعالِ  : إلَُالإيَانُالذيُأصلهُوأساسهُالتوحيدُوالإخلاص

Except with the īmān which root and foundation is Tawhīd and ikhlās, just as He the Exalted said: 

ُبِِِذْنهُِِ  مَنُذَاُالَّذِيُيَشْفَع ُعِندَه ُإِلََّ

“Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission?” (Al-Baqarah 2:255) 
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 : وقال

And He said: 

 ارْتَضَىُوَه مُْمِنُْخَشْيَتِهُِم شْفِق ونَُوَلَُيَشْفَع ونَُإِلَُلِمَنُِ

“And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased. And they stand in 

awe for fear of Him.” (Al-Anbiyā 21:28) 

 : وُقال

And He said: 

لِمَنُْوكََمُْمِنُْمَلَكٍُفُِالسَّمَاوَاتُِلَُت  غْنُِِشَفَاعَت  ه مُْشَي ُْ وَيَ رْضَىئًاُإِلَُمِنُْبَ عْدُِأَنُْيََْذَنَُاللَُّّ   ُيَشَاءُ 

“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except 

after Allāh has given permission for whom He wills and pleases.” (An-Najm 53:26) 

 : وُقالُتعالِ

And He the Exalted said: 

اسْتَ وَىُعَلَىُالْعَرْشُِي دَبِٰرُ  مٍُثُ َُّ الَّذِيُخَلَقَُالسَّمَاوَاتُِوَالَْرْضَُفُِسِتَّةُِأَيََّ لَْمْرَُمَاُمِنُشَفِيعٍُإِلََُّاُإِنَُّرَبَّك م ُاللَُّّ 
رَبُّك مُْفاَعْب د وه ُأفََلاَُتَذكََّر ونَُ  مِنُبَ عْدُِإِذْنهُِِذَلِك م ُاللَُّّ 

“Surely, your Lord is Allāh Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days and then 

istawā (rose over) the Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty), disposing the affair of 

all things. No intercessor (can intercede with Him) except after His Permission. That is 

Allāh, your Lord; so worship Him (Alone). Then, will you not remember?” (Yūnus 10:3)” 

(Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah 15/140-141) 

Shaykh Abdur-Rahmān ibn Hasan – rahimahullāh – also said: 

فعواُالشفعاءُإنماُهوُبدعائهم،ُوالَلتجاءُإليهم،ُوسؤالهمُأنُيشفإنُدعوةُغيرُاللهُضلالُوشركُينافُِالتوحيد،ُوإنُاتَّاذُ
كُانتُلهُوحدهُفلاُت طْلَبُإلَُمِنُهيُملكه،ُفيقول:ُاللهمُ ُأنُالشفاعةُله،ُفإذا للداعي،ُوقدُنهىُاللهُعنُذلك،ُوبينَّ

 .قدمُبيانهتُشفِٰعُنبيكُفِ؛ُلْنهُتعالىُهوُالذيُيَذنُللشفيعُأنُيشفعُفيمنُيرضىُدينه،ُوهوُالإخلاصكُما
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”Verily invoking others than Allāh is misguidance and shirk which annuls Tawhīd, and verily taking 

intercessors is by invoking them and seeking refuge with them and asking them to intercede for the 

one who invokes. Verily has Allāh forbidden this and clarified that intercession belongs to Him alone. 

So if it belongs to Him alone then it is not asked for from anyone except its Owner. So a person should 

say: ‘O Allāh let Your Prophet intercede for me’, because He the Exalted is the one who allows for the 

one who intercedes to intercede for the one which religion He is pleased with. And that is al-ikhlās 

(i.e. sincerity in the religion by dedicating it only to Allah) just as it has gone forth.” (end quote) 

(Bayān Al-Mahajjah fi Ar-Rad ’alā Al-Lajjah 1/238) 

Ibn Kathīr – rahimahullāh – said regarding the following verse: 

لِمَنُْيَشَاءُ  ُمِنُْبَ عْدُِأَنُْيََْذَنَُاللَُّّ  ئًاُإِلََّ  وَيَ رْضَىُوكََمُْمِنُْمَلَكٍُفُِالسَّمَاوَاتُِلََُت  غْنُِِشَفَاعَت  ه مُْشَي ْ

“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except 

after Allāh has given permission for whom He wills and pleases.” (An-Najm 53:26) 

كُانُهذاُفُِحقُالملائكةُالمقربينُ،ُفكيفُترجونُأيهاُالجاهلونُشفاعةُهذهُالْندادُعندُالله ُيشرعُعبادهااُ،ُوهوُلمُفإذا
كُتبهُ؟  ولَُأذنُفيهاُ،ُبلُقدُنهىُعنهاُعلىُألسنةُجَيعُرسلهُ،ُوأنزلُبالنهيُعنُذلكُجَيع

”So if it is like this regarding the close angels then how can you – O you ignorant – wish the 

intercession from these rivals with Allāh. He has not legislated the worship of them nor has He 

allowed it. He has rather forbidden it upon the tongue of all His messengers and revealed the 

forbiddance of this in all of His books.” 

(Tafsīr ibn Kathīr) 

Ibn Al-Qayyim – rahimahullāh – said regarding seeking intercession from others than Allāh: 

وقدُقطعُاللهُالْسبابُالتيُيتعلقُبّاُالمشركونُجَيعهاُ.ُفالمشركُإنماُيتخذُمعبودهُلماُيُصلُلهُمنُالنفعُ،ُوالنفعُلَُيكونُ
كُانُشريكاًُللمالكُ،ُفإنُلمُ كنُيإلَُمِنُفيهُخصلةُمنُهذهُالْربع:ُإماُمالكُلماُيريدُعابدهُمنه،ُفإنُلمُيكنُمالكاً

كُانُشفيعاًُعندهُ.ُفنفىُاللهُسبحانهُالمراتبُالْربعُنفياًُمرتب كُانُمعيناًُلهُوظهيراًُ،ُفإنُلمُيكنُمعنياًُولَُظهيراً اًُشريكاًُله
،ُمتنقلًاُمنُالْعلىُإلىُالْدنىُ،ُفنفىُالملكُوالشركةُوالمظاهرةُوالشفاعةُالتيُيطلبهاُالمشركُ،ُوأثبتُشفاعةُلَُنصيبُ

 هيُالشفاعةُبِذنهفيهاُلمشركُ،ُوُ
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”Allāh has verily removed all of the reasons that the mushrikūn cling on to. Because the mushrik he 

takes his worshipped object due to some benefit that he can achieve, and the benefit cannot be from 

anyone except someone who has one of the following four characteristics: 

1. Either he owns that which is wanted by the one who worships him 

2. If he is not an owner then he is a partner of the owner 

3. If he is not a partner to him then he is his helper and supporter 

4. If he is not a helper nor a supporter then he is one who makes intercession with him 

And Allāh – the Praiseworthy – has negated these four levels with a systematic negation from the 

highest to the lowest (of the levels). So He negated the ownership, partnership, support and the 

intercession which the mushrik asks for, and he confirmed an intercession which the mushrik has no 

part in, and that is the intercession with His permission.” 

(Madārij As-Sālikīn 1/601) 

Ibn Al-Qayyim – rahimahullāh – also said: 

أيُالشركُ ُطلبُالحوائجُمنُ الموتىُوالإستغاثةُبّمُ،ُوهذاُأصلُشركُالعالمُ.ُفإنُالميتُقدُانقطعُعملهُوهوُومنُأنواعهُُ 
لَُيَلكُلنفسهُنفعاًُولَُضراًُ،ُفضلاًُعمنُاستغاثُبهُوسألهُأنُيشفعُلهُإلىُاللهُ.ُوهذاُمنُجهلهُبالشافعُوالمشفوعُعندهُ

لإذنهُ،ُوإنماُالسبب.ُفإنهُلَُيقدرُأنُيشفعُلهُعندُاللهُإلَُبِذنهُ،ُواللهُلمُيجعلُاستغاثت كمالُالتوحيدُ،ُُُهُوسؤالهُسبباًُ
 فجاءُهذاُالشركُبسببُيَنعُالإذن

”And from its types – i.e. shirk – is asking for needs from the dead and seeking help from them. This 

is the foundation of the shirk in the world. The actions has verily been brought to an end and he owns 

not benefit or harm for himself, not to mention for those who seeks help from him and asks him to 

intercede for them with Allāh. This is from his (the one who asks) ignorance regarding the one who 

intercedes and the one with Whom intercession is made. Because he (i.e. the one the mushrik asks 

besides Allah) is not able to make intercession for him with Allāh except with His permission, and 

Allāh has not made him seeking help from the dead and asking him a reason for His permission. Verily 

is the reason the complete Tawhīd. So this mushrik comes with the reason that prevents the 

permission.” 

(Madārij As-Sālikīn 1/346) 

Shaykh Al-Islām Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhāb – rahimahullāh – said: 
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لكنُأنكرها،ُولَُأتبرأُمنها،ُبلُهوُالشافعُالمشفعُوأرجوُشفاعته،ُوُفإنُقال:ُأتنكرُشفاعةُالنبيُوتتبرأُمنها؟ُفقل:ُلَُ
كُلهاُللهكُماُقالُتعالى  :الشفاعة

“If he (the mushrik) then says: ‘Do you reject the intercession of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllāhu 

alayhi wa sallam) and free yourself from (having any need of) it?’ Then say: I do not reject it, and nor 

am I free of having any need of it. Rather he is the one who will intercede and the one whose 

intercession will be granted and I hope for his intercession. However, all intercession belongs to Allāh 

alone, as He the Most High said:  

يعًا ُالشَّفَاعَة ُجََِ  ق لُْللَِِّّ

“Say: To Allāh belongs all intercession.” (Az-Zumar 39:44) 

كُماُقالُعزُٰوجل  ولَُتكونُإلَُمنُبعدُإذنُالله،

And then it does not take place except after the permission of Allāh, just as He – the Mighty and 

Majestic – said: 

ُبِِِذْنهُِِ  مَنُْذَاُالَّذِيُيَشْفَع ُعِنْدَه ُإِلََّ

“Who can intercede with Him except after His permission?” (Al-Baqarah 2:255) 

كُماُقالُعزُٰوجلُولَُيشفعُفِ  أحدُإلَُمنُبعدُأنُيَذنُاللهُفيه

And intercession is not made for anyone except after Allāh has granted permission regarding him 

(i.e. that he can be interceded for), just as He – the Mighty and Majestic – said: 

ُ  لِمَنُِارْتَضَىوَلََُيَشْفَع ونَُإِلََّ

“And they do not intercede except for the one with whom Allāh is pleased.” (Al-Anbiyā 

21:28) 

كُماُقالُعزُٰوجل  وهوُلَُيرضىُإلَُالتوحيد

And He is not pleased except with Tawhīd, just as He, the Most High, said: 

تَغُِغَيْرَُ سْلَامُِدِينًاُفَ لَنُْي  قْبَلَُمِنْهُ وَمَنُْيَ ب ْ  الْإِ
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“And whoever follows a religion other than Islām (i.e. Tawhīd), then never will it be 

accepted from him.” (Āli ‘Imrān 3:85) 

كُلهاُلله،ُولَُتكونُإلَُمنُبعدُإذنه،ُولَُيشفعُالنبيُولَُغيرهُفُِأحدُحتىُ كُانتُالشفاعة ُفيه،ُولَُيَذنُإلَُيَذنُاللهفإذا
كُلهاُللهُفأطلبهاُمنهُفأقول:ُاللهمُلَُتحرمنُِشفاعته،ُاللهمُشفعهُفِ،ُوأمثالُهذا   .لْهلُالتوحيد.ُتبينُلكُأنُالشفاعة

So when all intercession belongs to Allāh alone, and it cannot take place except after His permission, 

and the Prophet (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) or anybody else cannot intercede for anyone unless 

Allāh grants permission for this person, and He does not grant permission except for the people of 

Tawhīd, then it will have become clear to you that all intercession belongs to Allāh alone and I seek 

it from Him alone. So I say: ‘O Allāh do not prevent me from his intercession’ and ‘O Allāh let him 

intercede for me’, and what is similar to these words.  

  :أعطاهُالشفاعةُونهاكُعنُهذاُفقالُفإنُقال:ُالنبيُأعطيُالشفاعةُوأنَُأطلبهُمِاُأعطاهُالله.ُفالجوابُإنُالله

If he then says: ‘The Prophet (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) has been given the right of intercession 

and I merely ask him from that which he has been given’. Then the answer is that Allāh has indeed 

given him the right of intercession but He has forbidden you from this (i.e. asking the Prophet 

(sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) for it). So He said: 

ُأَحَدًا  فَلَاُتَدْع واُمَعَُاللَِّّ

“And do not call upon anyone besides Allāh.” (Jinn 72:18) 

كُنتُتدعوُاللهُأنُيشفعُنبيهُفيكُ  :فأطعهُفُِقولهفإذا

So if you were to call upon Allāh (asking Him) that He should let His Prophet intercede for you, then 

you have obeyed Him in His saying: 

ُأَحَدًا  فَلَاُتَدْع واُمَعَُاللَِّّ

“And do not call upon anyone besides Allāh.” (Jinn 72:18) 

فإنُ ُُفصحُأنُالملائكةُيشفعونُوالْولياءُيشفعونُوالْفراطُيشفعونُأتقول:ُإنُاللهُأعطاهمُوأيضاُ غيرُالنبي الشفاعةُأعطيهاُ
رجعتُإلىُعبادةُالصالحينُالتيُذكرُاللهُفِكُتابه،ُوإنُقلت:ُلَ،ُبطلُقولك:ُأعطاهُ الشفاعةُفأطلبهاُمنهم؟ُفإنُقلتُهذاُ

  .اللهُالشفاعةُوأنَُأطلبهُمِاُأعطاهُالله
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Also, intercession has been given to other than the Prophet (sallAllāhu alaihi wa sallam). It is 

authentic that the Angels will intercede, likewise the awliyā (close friends) of Allāh, and also others 

(who died before the age of puberty). Will you then say (and argue) that Allāh has given them the 

right to intercede, and hence I ask for this intercession from them? If you were to say this, then you 

have reverted back to the worship of the righteous which Allāh has mentioned in His Book. And if 

you were to say ‘No’, then your claim that ‘Allāh has given him (i.e. the Prophet) the right to 

intercede, and I merely ask him from that which he has been given’, is actually falsified.” 

(Kashf Ash-Shubuhāt) 

Shaykh Al-Hāzimī – may Allāh preserve him and hasten his release – said regarding asking 

a living person to intercede for you if Allāh accepts him as a shahīd: 

كُذلكُ؟ُأنُلَُيدخلُالنارُ،ُأوُأنُيدخلُالجنةُمباشرةًُ،ُولكنُ أماُهذهُالصورةُهيُمتعلقةُبالشفاعةُفُِالآخرةُ،ُأليس
لدنياُ،ُحينئذٍُهذهُالصورةُمختلفةُعنُسائرُالصورُ،ُولذلكُالْصلُفُِهذاُالنوعُالْصلُفيهُأنهُشركٌُالطلبُيكونُفُِا

أكبرُ،ُهذاُالْصلُ،ُفإذاُجاءُزيدُلعمروٍُقالُلهُ:ُاشفعُلُِعندُاللهُتعالىُيومُالقيامةُأنُلَُأدخلُالنارُ،ُأوُأنُأدخلُ
ُكُأكبرُ،ُلَُخلافُفُِهذهُالصورةُأنهُماذاُ؟ُشركٌُأكبرُ،ُلْنهُمنُنوعالجنةُمباشرةًُ.ُحكمناُعليهُمباشرةًُِاذاُ؟ُبأنهُشرُ

صرفُالشفاعةُلغيرُاللهُتعالىُ،ُأوُمنُنوعُطلبُالدعاءُمنُغيرُاللهُتعالىُ،ُسواءُقيٰدهاُأوُلمُيقيٰدهاُ،ُنقولُ:ُالحكمُ
 واحدُ،

”Regarding this type (of intercession) then it is connected to intercession in the next life, right? That 

the person does not want to enter the fire or that he wants to enter paradise directly. But he asks for 

this intercession in this life. So this type is different than all the other types. And that’s why the basis 

in this type is that it is shirk akbar. That is the basis. So if Zayd comes to ‘Amr and tells him: ‘Intercede 

for me with Allāh the Exalted on the Day of Judgement that I will not enter the fire or that I will enter 

paradise directly’, then we judge it as what? (We judge it) as it being shirk akbar and there is no 

disagreement regarding the fact that it is what? Shirk akbar! Because it is from the type of directing 

(the worship of) intercession to others than Allāh the Exalted or from the type of asking for du’ā from 

others than Allāh the Exalted. It doesn’t matter if He connects his statement or he does not connect 

it. We say: the hukm is the same.” 

Comment: What is meant here by connecting the statement is that one might say: ‘Intercede 

for me with Allāh on the Day of Judgement’ while another may connect the words and add: 

‘If Allāh accepts you as a shahīd and allows you to intercede’. Both statements are shirk 
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because the intercession on the day of Judgement belongs only to Allāh and cannot be asked 

from anyone but Him alone. 

Shaykh Al-Hāzimī – May Allāh preserve him and hasten his release – continues to say:  

كُماُلوُطلبُمنهُماذاُ؟ُالمغفرةُ،ُأوُ الْصلُهوُأنهُشركُأكبرُ،ُنسألكُالشفاعةُ،ُأطلبكُالشفاعةُ،ُهذاُشركُأكبرُ،
ُتعالىُ،ُدعاُغيرُاللهُتعالىُ،ُلْنُالشفاعةُدعاءُ،ُحينئذٍُإذاُسألُقالُلهُ:ُأدخلنُِالجنةُ.ُماُحكمهُ؟ُأنهُسألُغيرُالله

كُانُحيًّاُأوُميتًاُأوُغائبًاُ،ُوالحيُيقيدُِاُلَُيقدرُ الشفاعةُغيرُاللهُتعالىُفقدُدعاُغيرُاللهُتعالىُ،ُومنُدعاءُمخلوقاًُسواء
فاعةُالشفاعةُالمطلوبةُمِنُيظنُفيهُالشهادةُهيُشعليهُإلَُاللهُتعالىُصارُماذاُ؟ُصارُشركًاُأكبرُ،ُحينئذٍُنقولُ:ُهذهُ

كُماُسيأتُِ،ُيكونُالتوجهُإلىُالمخلوقُبنوعُمنُأنواعُ كُانُحيًّا فُِالآخرةُ،ُوالخللُحينئذٍُيكونُفُِالتوجهُإلىُالمخلوقُولو
كُونُالدعاءُقدُص رِفَُلغيرُاللهُتعالى  . الدعاءُ،ُفرجعناُإلى

”The basis is that it is shirk akbar. (For example to say:) ‘We ask you for intercession’ (or) ‘I want 

you to intercede’, this is shirk akbar just as if he asked for what? Forgiveness. Or as if he said to him: 

‘Enter me into paradise’. What is his hukm? That he has asked someone else than Allāh the Exalted 

and invoked other than Allāh the Exalted, because intercession is du’ā (invocation) so if he asked for 

intercession from others than Allāh the Exalted then he has verily invoked others than Allāh the 

Exalted. And whoever invokes a creation, no matter if it be a living, dead or absent person – and to 

the living is added that it is something which he is not capable of – then it becomes what? It becomes 

shirk akbar. So we say: This intercession which is asked for from the one whom he thinks will achieve 

shahādah (martyrdom) is the intercession which takes place in the next life. So the mistake is then 

turning to a creation – even if he is living which will be discussed later – it (i.e. the mistake) is in 

turning to a creation with a type from the types of du’ā. So we have returned to du’ā being directed 

towards other than Allāh the Exalted. 

إذًاُالشفاعةُالمعنيةُهناُالشفاعةُالتيُفُِالآخرةُفمحلُإيقاعُالشفاعةُفُِالآخرةُ،ُوالطلبُحاصلُفُِالدنياُ،ُوالشفاعةُ 
ارُأوُأنُيدخلُالجنةُمباشرةُ،ُحينئذٍُمُلُالشفاعةُفُِالآخرةُ،ُاشفعُلُِعندُإنماُهيُفُِالآخرةُ،ُِعنىُأنُلَُيدخلُالن

اللهُمُلُالشفاعةُفُِالآخرةُ،ُوالطلبُحصلُماذاُ؟ُفُِالدنياُ،ُهذاُنوعُمنُأنواعُالشركُالْكبرُ،ُومعلومُأنُالشفاعةُعندُ
 . وشفاعةُمنفيةُ-أهلُالعلمُنوعانُ:شفاعةُم ثبتةُ

So the specific intercession here is the intercession which occurs in the next life (on the Day of 

Judgement). And the request for it takes place in this life. And the intercession is in the next life which 

means that (what is wished for is that) he does not enter the fire or that he enters paradise directly. 
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So the place for this intercession is in the next life. ‘Intercede for me with Allāh’, this intercession 

takes place in the next life. And the request takes place where? In this life. This type is from the types 

of shirk akbar and it is well-known that the intercession according to the people of knowledge is of 

two types. One shafā’ah muthbitah (affirmed intercession) and a shafā’ah manfiyyah (rejected 

intercession). 

اعةُالمنفيةُثبتهاُالشارعُهيُالتيُت طلبُمنُاللهُ،ُوالشفوهذاُمُلُإجَاعُ،ُوالفرقُبينُالشفاعتينُماُهوُ؟ُالشفاعةُالتيُأ
  . المساويةُللشركيةُ،ُيعنُِِعنىُالشركيةُهذهُالتيُتطلبُمنُغيرُالله

إذًاُالضابطُأوُالفرقُبينُالنوعينُماُهوُ؟ُالطلبُمنُاللهُوالطلبُمنُغيرُاللهُ،ُفإنكُانُالطلبُمنُاللهُتعالىُفهيُشفاعةُ
كُانُ ةُطلبًاُمنُغيرُاللهُتعالىُفصارتُشفاعةُمنفيةُ،ُوالمرادُبالمنفيةُهناُأنهاُشركيةُ،ُولَُشكُأنُالشفاعةُالمثبتمثبتةُ،ُوإذا

 : قيدهاُالباريُجلُوعلاُليسُأهلُالعلمُ،ُقيٰدهاُاللهُتعالىُبقيدينُشرطينُ،ُلْنُتصحُالشفاعةُإلَُِجموعُالقيدين

There is ijmā’ (consensus) regarding this. And what is the difference between the two types of 

intercession? The intercession which the Legislator (i.e. Allāh) has affirmed is the one which is asked 

for from Allāh. And the intercession which equals shirk – which means that it is shirk – is the one 

which is asked for from others than Allāh. 

So what is the criterion or the difference between the two types? Asking for it from Allāh and asking 

for it from others than Allāh. So if it asked for from Allāh then it is an affirmed intercession and if it 

is asked for from others than Allāh then it is a rejected intercession. And what is meant by rejected 

here is that it is shirk. There is no doubt that the affirmed intercession has been connected by the 

Creator – Mighty and Majestic is He – Allāh the Exalted connected it with two conditions and the 

intercession will not be correct except when both of these conditions are fulfilled (at the same time). 

 . الثانيُ:ُرضاهُعنُالمشفوعُله. الْولُ:ُإذنُاللهُللشافعُأنُيشفع

  نالشفاعةُالمنفيةُ،ُلنُتحققُالشفاعةُالمثبتةُإلَُبوجودُالْمريوجودُأحدُالقيدينُدونُالآخرُي عتبرُماذاُ؟ُيعتبرُمنُ

The first: The permission of Allāh for the one who intercedes to intercede. 

The second: That Allāh is pleased with the one whom intercession is made for. 

One of the conditions being present without the other one is considered as what? It is considered as 

a rejected intercession. The affirmed intercession will not be fulfilled except by the presence of both of 

the conditions.” 
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(Taken from transcript of the audio lecture: Al-Qawl As-Sadīd Fī Hukm Talab Ash-Shafā’ah 

Min Ash-Shahīd (The appropriate word regarding the judgement of asking for intercession 

from a martyr) – the first lesson) 

These words should serve as a sufficient explanation and clarification that the shafā’ah in the 

next life which is asked for from others than Allāh, is directing the worship of shafā’ah to 

others than Allāh and whoever does this has committed shirk and is a mushrik and not a 

Muslim. 

All praise is due to Allāh Lord of all the worlds and may the peace and blessing be upon 

Muhammad and his family and companions. 
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