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Explanation of Six Places in the Sirah

By
Shaykh Al-Islam Muhammad ibn "Abdul-Wahhab

May Allah show him mercy

Al-Ageedah
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Al-Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab — rahimahullah — said:
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Ponder on — may Allah show you mercy — six places in the sirah (i.e. the biography of the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)) and understand them with a great understanding, so
Allah perhaps will make you understand the religion of the prophets for you to follow it,
and (make you understand) the religion of the mushrikiin for you to leave it. Because verily
most of those who claim (to be from) the religion and are considered to be from the

muwahhidiin does not understand these six (places) as they should (be understood).
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The first [The story of the coming down of the revelation]
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And in it is that the first verses that Allah revealed was:

“0 you who covers himself. Rise and warn.” (Al-Muddathir 74:1-2)
dg d)
Until His words:
“And for your Lord have patience.” (Al-Muddathir 74:7)
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So if you have understood that they perform many things which they know is from the
injustice and transgression, such as zing, then you will also know that they also perform
some things from the worship which they use to come closer to Allah, such as hajj, ‘umrah,
sadaqah to the poor and being good towards them and other things than this. And the most
noble (of these types of worship) with them is shirk. Because this is the noblest thing for
them that they use to seek nearness to Allah with, just like Allah has mentioned regarding
them that they said:
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“We do not worship them except that they may bring us closer to Allah in position.”
(Az-Zumar 39:3)
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“And they say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.” (Yunus 10:18)

And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Verily, they took the devils as allies instead of Allah while they thought that they were
guided.” (Al-A’raf 7:30)

e Bl e gty ¢ oYl e lad e gie OF ey ¢ Loy 3l U e Y LS ¢ ae Y1 & A ol L Jo

U Al T T Jof (3w YL Ty s ey ¢ (1 pgrelis Y] e dile ) 1 Oshig ¢ 23T & n sWYI ey 2SSO
So the first that Allah ordered was the warning against it (i.e. shirk), before the warning
against zing, stealing and other than these two. And you (already) know that among them
were those who were devoted to the statues and some of them who were devoted to the
angels and the righteous among the son of Adam (i.e. the people), and they say: ‘We don’t

want anything from them except their intercession’. And with this the warning against it began
with the first verse that Allah sent.
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So if you establish this issue firmly, then glad tidings to you...
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Especially if you know that after it (i.e. Tawhid) there is nothing bigger than the five prayers,
and they were not made obligatory except in the night of Al-Isra — the 10" year, after the
blockade of the people for two years, after the death of Abu Talib and two years after the
hijrah to Al-Habashah — then if you learned that all these issues and the severe enmity (of

the mushrikiin towards the Muslims) ... All this was due to this issue (i.e. Tawhid) before

the prayer, then you will long for learning the issue.
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The second place [That when he (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) arose to warn

them against shirk and order them towards its opposite — which is Tawhid —

they did not hate this and they considered it as something good and they spoke

to themselves about entering into it. Until when he openly insulted their

religion and described their scholars with ignorance, at that time they rose

against him and his companions with utmost enmity]
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And they said: ‘He belittled our dreams, criticized our religion and insulted our gods’. And it is
known that he (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) did not insult ‘Isa and his mother, nor the angels,

nor the righteous. But when he mentioned to them that they are not invoked and that they

do not benefit nor harm... they made this an insult.
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So if you have learned this, then you have learned that the Islam of a person does not become
correct — even if he unifies Allah (i.e. only dedicates the worship to Him) and leaves shirk —
except by having enmity towards the mushrikin and declaring the enmity and hatred to
them, just like He — the Exalted — said:
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“You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day having affection for
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger.” (Al-Mujadilah 58:22)
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Until the end of the verse.
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If you have understood this with a good understanding, then you have learned that many
of those who claim the religion for themselves (i.e. that they are Muslims) do actually not
know this. And if it is not like this, then what made the Muslims have patience with this
torture, captivity, beating and hijrah to Al-Habashah? Despite that he (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) is the most merciful of the people. If he found a way to make it easy for them he
would verily do that. How, when Allah verily said:
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“And from the people are those who say: ‘We believe in Allah’, but if they are harmed
for the sake of Allah, they make the trial of mankind as Allah's punishment.”
(Al-'Ankabut 29:10)
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So if this verse is regarding those who agreed with them (i.e. the mushrikiin) with their

tongue, then how about other (and worse) than this?!
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The third place [The recitation of surah An-Najm in their presence]

So when he (i.e. the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)) reached:
s el gt
“Have you seen Al-Lat and Al-'Uzza?” (An-Najm 53:19)
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The shaytan threw in his recitation: “These are the highest gharaniq', and verily their intercession
is wanted.” So they thought that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said it,
and they became happy about this, and they said some words — which meaning is —: “This is
what we want. And we know that Allah alone — who has no partner — is the One who harms and
benefits, but these intercedes for us with Him.” So when he reached the (verse of) prostration, he
prostrated and they prostrated along with him. So the news spread that they agreed with
him, and those (Muslims) in Al-Habashah heard about this so they returned (to Makkah).
But when the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) rejected this they returned to
the evil which they were upon, and when they told him: “You verily said this’, he feared Allah
with a great fear, until Allah revealed to him:
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“And We did not send before you any messenger or prophet except that when he spoke
(or recited), shaytan threw into it (some misunderstanding).” (Al-Hajj 22:52)

! Plural of ghuraniq. Used to describe a white beautiful plant, bird, boy or girl.
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So the one who understands this story and thereafter doubts regarding the religion of the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and do not distinguish between it and the religion of

the mushrikiin... Then Allah has distanced him (from the truth), especially if he has learned

that their saying: ‘These are the gharanig’, (means) the angels.
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The fourth place [The story of Abt Talib]
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Whoever understands it with a good understanding, and ponders on his (i.e. Abu Talib)
acknowledgement of Tawhid, that he encouraged the people towards it, that he mocked the
intellects of the mushrikiin and his love for those who became Muslims and left shirk. He
furthermore spent his life, wealth, children and clan on supporting the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) until he died. And also his patience in the great calamities and
the severe enmity. But because he did not enter into it (i.e. Islam) and did not disassociate
himself from his prior religion, he did not become a Muslim, despite that he excused himself
with that in this (i.e. accepting Islam) there was an insult of his father “Abdul-Muttalib, and

of Hashim and others of these two among their elders.
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Then due to his blood relation and his support, the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
asked for forgiveness for him, so Allah — the Exalted — revealed to him:
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“It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's Forgiveness for
the mushrikiin even though they be of kin, after it has become clear to them that they
are the dwellers of the Fire (because they died in a state of disbelief).” (At-Tawbah 9:113)
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And that which clarifies this is, that if a man from the people of Al-Basrah or Al-Ihsa learns
the love for the religion and the love for the Muslims, along with the fact that he does not
support the religion with his hand or his wealth, and he does not have the excuses that Abu
Talib had, and he understands the situation of most of those who claims the religion (for
themselves), then the guidance becomes clear from the misguidance and he learns the bad

understandings (of the people), and Allah is the One help is sought from.
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The fifth place [The story of the hijrah]
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There are benefits and lessons in it (i.e. the story) which is not known by most of those who
read it. But what we want right now is one issue among its issues, and that is that among
the companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) there were those who
did not make hijrah — without having any doubt regarding the religion nor beautifying the
religion of the mushrikiin, but rather due to loving the family, the wealth and the homeland.
So when they went out to (the battle of) Badr they went out forced to be with the mushrikiin,
then some of them were killed by arrows and the archer didn’t know it. So when the
companions heard that among those killed were these and these persons, it became difficult
for them and they said: ‘We have killed our brothers’. So Allah — the Exalted — revealed:
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“Indeed, those whom the angels take (in death) while wronging themselves, (the angels)
will say: ‘In what (condition) were you in?’ They will say: ‘We were oppressed in the
land.’ They (the angels) will say: ‘Was not the earth of Allah spacious (enough) for you to
emigrate therein?’ For those, their refuge is Hell and evil it is as a destination. Except
for the oppressed among men, women and children who cannot devise a plan nor are
they directed to a way. Then those perhaps Allah will pardon them, and Allah is ever
Pardoning and Forgiving.” (An-Nisa 4:97-99)

(And the rest of) the verses (dealing with that subject.)
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So whoever ponders over their story and ponders over the saying of the companions: ‘We
have killed our brothers’, (will realize) that if something had reached them (i.e. the
companions) about them of bad words regarding the religion or some words beautifying
the religion of the mushrikiin, then they would not have said: ‘We have killed our brothers’.
Because verily Allah already clarified for them — while they were in Makkah before the hijrah
— that this is kufr after 7man with His words:
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“Whoever disbelieved in Allah after his belief, except him who is forced thereto and
whose heart is at rest with Faith.” (An-Nahl 16:106)
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And even clearer than this is what has already gone forth of the words of Allah regarding
them, because verily did the angels say: “In what (condition) were you in?”, and they did
not say: "You lied!’, just like Allah and the angels will say to the mujahid who says: ‘I strived
in Your Cause until I was killed’. So Allah will say: “You have lied. Rather you strove so it should
be said: He is brave.” And likewise they say to the scholar and the one who paid sadagah: “You
have lied. Rather you learned so there would be said: He is a scholar. And you paid sadaqah so there
would be said: He is generous.” But they did not accuse these people of lying, rather they

answered them with their statement:
Lz 2 °/; R 2 <%
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“Was not the earth of Allah spacious (enough) for you to emigrate therein?”
(An-Nisa 4:97)
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And the verse that comes after it adds to its clarity for the knowledgeable and the ignorant,
and that is His — the Exalted — words:
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“Except for the oppressed among men, women and children who cannot devise a plan
nor are they directed to a way.” (An-Nisa 4:98)
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So this clearly explains that these are excluded from the promise, so there remains no doubt.
But the one who seeks knowledge is different from the one who does not seek it. Rather
Allah said about them (i.e. the latter):
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“Deaf, dumb and blind - so they will not return.” (Al-Bagarah 2:18)
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And who will understand the words of Al-Hasan Al-Basri who said: “Iman is not in claiming
nor in desiring, rather it is established in the heart and the actions confirm it. And this is that Allah

— the Exalted — says:
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“To Him ascends good speech, and righteous work raises it.” (Al-Fatir 35:10)”
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The sixth place [The story of the apostasy after the death of the Prophet
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)]
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Whoever hears it, in his heart there will not remain the slightest amount of the doubt of the
shayatin who are called “scholars” and that is their saying: “This is shirk, but they say: La ilaha
illa Allah, and whoever says that will never become a kafir!” And worse than this and even bigger
is that they declare that the people of the desert — who has not even one sign of Islam, but
they say: La ilaha illa Allah — are from the people of Islam by saying this, and that Islam has
prohibited their wealth and blood. Along with their acknowledgement of the fact that they
left Islam in its entirety, and along with their knowledge of them rejecting the resurrection,
their mocking of the one who acknowledges it, and their mocking of the religion of the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and preferring their contradicting religion of their

fathers over it.
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Despite of all this these ignorant, rebellious shayatin scream: ‘The people of the desert have
submitted to Islam, even if all this is happening, because they say: La ilaha illa Allah’. And the
necessity of their words is that the Jews submitted to Islam because they also say it. Also the
kufr of these people — and I mean the people of the desert who are described with what we
have mentioned — is many times worse than the kufr of the Jews. And what clarifies this
from the story of the apostasy is that the apostates were different in their apostasy. Among
them were those who rejected the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and returned to the
worship of the idols, and they said: ‘If he was a prophet he would not have died’. And among
them were those who remained upon the two testimonies but they acknowledged the
prophethood of Musaylamah, while believing that the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
had made him a partner in the prophethood. (This was) because Musaylamah brought false
witnesses who testified this for him. So many of the people believed them. And due to this
the scholars agreed upon that they are apostates — even if they were ignorant about this —

and that whoever doubts regarding their apostasy, he is a kafir.
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So then you have learned that the scholars agreed upon that those who rejected and
returned to the worship of the idols, and insulted the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi
wa sallam), they and those who acknowledged the prophethood of Musaylamah are equal
in situation (i.e. they are both apostates) even if (the latter) remained upon all of Islam (i.e.

they did not reject any of it).
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And among them are those who acknowledged the two testimonies, and believed in
Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid Al-Asdi in his claim about the prophethood. And among them

were those who believed in “Abhalah ibn Ka’b Al-Aswad Al-"Ansi — from As-San’a — and
the scholars agreed about all of these that they are the same (in judgment).
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And among them were those who rejected the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and
returned to the worship of the idols all in the same situation, and among them were another
type. The other of them was Al-Fujah As-Salmi when he arrived to Abti Bakr and mentioned
to him that he wanted to fight against the apostates and he asked Abti Bakr to grant him
(permission). So he gave him weapons and riding animals. So As-Salmi inspected both the
Muslim and the kafir and took their wealth. So Abu Bakr prepared an army to fight him.
Then when he became aware of the army he said to its leader: “You are the leader sent by Abii
Bakr and I am also a leader from him, and I have not committed kufr’. The leader said: ‘If you are
truthful then throw down your weapon’. So he threw it and he was sent to Abti Bakr, who
ordered that he should be burned while alive.
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So if this was the judgment of the companions regarding this man, along with his
acknowledgement of the five pillars of Islam, then what do you think about the one who
does not acknowledge anything from Islam except one word; that he says: ‘La ilaha illa Allah’
with his tongue along with his declaration of the rejection of its meaning, and his declaration
of disassociation towards the religion of Muhammad (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), and from
the Book of Allah the Exalted? And they say: ‘This is the religion of this time and the religion of
our forefathers’, and then these rebellious and ignorant (so-called scholars) gives a fatwa
(stating): “These people are Muslims! Even if they openly declare all of this, since they have said: La
ilaha illa Allah’. Glorified are You (O Allah), this is a great invention of lie.

Agsly = (3lsd) ey 98 am = JUSTWTagsT ) 1 B LYl e T ay Lude 28 W (@olgdl e Aty JUB L e Lag

(ST LY T ey ) g ol O

13



/ wrr s
\[ AL-AQEEDAH 5_"{ 3 \ Explanation of Six Places in the Sirah

-

And how good was, what one from the people of the desert said when he came to us and
heard something of Islam. He said: ‘I bear witness that we are kuffar’ — and he meant him and
all of the people of the desert —“and I bear witness that the obeyed (scholar) who calls us the people
of Islam is a kafir.”
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(The treatise is) completed. And all praise is due to Allah, Lord of all the worlds. And may

the peace and blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad and his family and his companions.

Translated by: Abt Hajar
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