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The meaning of the word Tawhid

Al-Ageedah
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The meaning of the word Tawhid in the Book and the Sunnah opposite of

what the mushrikiin intend

Ibn Taymiyyah said while clarifying the wrong understanding of Tawhid:
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"They (i.e. the misguided innovators and mushrikiin) mean with the word "At-Tawhid” and
‘Al-Wahid’ in their istilah (terms): That which has no description, nor is anything known
regarding Him nor is He seen. And the Tawhid which the Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) came with does not contain any of this negation. Verily does it contain the
affirmation of divinity for Allah alone, by him testifying to La ilaha illa Huwa (no-one is
worthy of worship except Him), and he does not worship anyone but him, he does not put
his trust in anyone but Him, he does not ally except for His sake, he does not have enmity
except for His sake, nor does he make deeds except for His sake. And this contains the

affirmation of what He has affirmed for Himself of Names and Attributes.
Jabir ibn “Abdullah said in his correct hadith in the context of the farewell pilgrimage:
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“So the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) began with Tawhid: At Your
service O Allah, at Your service. At Your service, You have no partner, at Your service.

Verily the praise and blessing belongs to You, and the dominion. Your have no partner.”
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And in jahiliyyah they used to say: "At Your service, You have no partner except a partner which
is for You. You own him and what he owns.” So the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) began
with Tawhid as it has gone forth.
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He — the Exalted — said:
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“And your Ilah (God) is One Ilah (God - Allah), La ilaha illa Huwa (there is none who has
the right to be worshipped but He), the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.”
(Al-Bagarah 2:163)
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And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And Allah said: ‘Do not take two gods in worship. Verily, He (Allah) is only One Ilah
(God), So fear Me.” (An-Nahl 16:51)
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And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allah, any other ilah (god), of whom he has
no proof, then verily his account is with his Lord.” (Al-Muminiin 23:117)
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And He - the Exalted - said:
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“And ask (O Muhammad) those of Our messengers whom We sent before you: ‘Did We

ever appoint alihah (gods) to be worshipped besides the Most Beneficent?’” (Az-Zukhruf
43:45)
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And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And verily, We have sent among every ummah (community, nation) a messenger
(proclaiming): ‘Worship Allah (alone), and avoid (or keep away from) taghiut (all false
deities, i.e. do not worship taghtut besides Allah).” Then of them were some whom Allah
guided and of them were some upon whom the misguidance was justified.”
(An-Nahl 16:36)
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And He informed that every messenger among the messengers invited the people to the

worship of Allah alone without any partner.
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And He — the Exalted — said:

‘Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim and those with him,
when they said to their people: ‘Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship
besides Allah, we have rejected you, and there has started between us and you, hostility

and hatred for ever, until you believe in Allah Alone.”” (Al-Mumtahanah 60:4)

oS e Qs JGs

And He - the Exalted - said regarding the mushrikiin:

“Has he made the alihah (gods) all into One Ilah (God - Allah). Verily, this is a curious
thing.” (Sad 38:5)
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And He — the Exalted — said:
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“And when you mention your Lord (should be worshipped) alone in the Quran, they turn
their backs in aversion.” (Al-Isra 17:46)
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And He - the Exalted - said:
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“And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who do not believe in the
hereafter are filled with disgust and when those (whom they worship) besides Him are
mentioned then they rejoice.” (Az-Zumar 39:45)
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And He — the Exalted — said:
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“Verily when it was said to them: ‘There is no-on worthy of worship besides Allah’, then
they are arrogant. And they say: ‘Should we forsake our gods for a mad poet?’”
(As-Saffat 37:35-36)

And there is a lot of this in the Quran.
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And what is wanted with Tawhid is not merely Tawhid Ar-Rubiibiyyah, which is the belief
that Allah alone created the world, just as those among the people of kalam' and tasawwuf

1 Ahl Al-Kalam (the people of kalam) are those who leaned upon the intellect and not the evidence when it
came to establishing the ‘agidah.
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(sufism) believe it. And they believe that if they establish this (type of Tawhid) with
evidence, then they verily established the main purpose of Tawhid. And these people
believe that if they testify to this (i.e. Tawhid Ar-Rubiibiyyah) and they become experts in it,
then they have verily become experts in the main purpose of Tawhid. And many from the
people of kalam say: ‘Tawhid has three meanings and they are: (1) He is One in His Being, there
is not counterpart to Him or He has no fraction. And (2) He is one in His Attributes, there is

nothing similar to Him. And (3) He is one in His actions, there is no partner to Him (in these).’
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And in this meaning — which is included in these terms — there is that which agrees with
that which the Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) came with, and there is that which
contradicts that which the Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) came with. And that
truth which exists in it, is not the main purpose which the Messenger came with. Rather
the Tawhid which he (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) ordered, is an order that includes the
truth which is in these words and also something extra besides it. So this (i.e. what they
said) is from the words where the truth has been mixed with the falsehood, and the truth

has been concealed.
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And that (mix of the truth with the falsehood) is that a man if he acknowledges that which
the Lord deserves of Attributes, and deems Him far above and free from everything which
He is free from, and He acknowledges that He alone is the Creator of everything, then he
is (still) not a muwahhid (one who only worships Allah). Rather he is not even a believer

until he testifies that no-one is worthy of worship besides Allah alone and that He is the

ilah who deserves the worship, and he adheres to only worshipping Him alone who has no
partner.
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And the ildh means the one who is taken as god and worshipped who deserves the
worship. The ilah does not mean: ‘the one who is capable of creating’. So if someone
interprets the word ilah as: “The one who is capable of creating’, and he believes that this is
the most specific description of the ilah, and he makes the establishment of this type of
Tawhid to be the main purpose of Tawhid — just as those from the people of kalam and
tasawwuf do, and this is what they convey from Abtu Al-Hasan and his followers — then
they have not known the reality of Tawhid which Allah has sent His Messenger with.
Because verily did the Arab mushrikiin acknowledge that Allah alone is the Creator of

everything, and despite of this they were mushrikin.
dls Jy

And He — the Exalted — said:
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”And most of them do not believe in Allah except while they are mushrikun.” (Yusuf
12:106)
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A group from the salaf said: You ask them who created the heavens and the earth, then

they will say Allah. And despite of this they worship others than Him.
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And He — the Exalted — said:
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"Say: 'To whom does the earth belong and whoever is in it, if you really know?’ They
will say: ‘To Allah.” Say: ‘Will you then not be reminded?’ Say: ‘Who is the Lord of the
seven heavens and Lord of the Mighty Throne?’ They will say: ‘Allah’. Say: ‘Will you then
not fear (Allah)?’ Say: ‘Who has the dominion of everything in His Hand, and He protects
while no-one can protect against Him, if you really know?’ They will say: ‘Allah’. Say:
‘Then how are you deceived?’” (Al-Muminiin 23:84-89)



\[/AI.-AQEEDAH 8_)’" \ The meaning of Tawhid

—
Jbs JGg
And He — the Exalted — said:
A Fead adly paadd A (p5V1s olgleid Gls os il g

"And if you asked them: "Who created the heavens and the earth and subjected the sun
and the moon?’ They will verily say: ‘Allah.”” (Al-’Ankabut 29:61)
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So not everyone who acknowledges that Allah is the Lord of everything and its creator is a
person who worships only Him and not anything besides Him, a caller to Him and not
anything besides Him, longing for Him, fearing only Him and not anything besides Him,
allying for His sake, having enmity for His sake, obeying His messengers, ordering what
He has ordered and forbidding what He has forbidden.
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And verily did He - the Exalted — say:

“And fight them until there is no more fitnah (i.e. shirk) and all of the religion is
(exclusively) for Allah.” (Al-Anfal 8:39)
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And the majority of the mushrikiin acknowledged that Allah is the Creator of everything
while they affirmed the intercession of those whom they took as partners besides Him and

they ascribed rivals to Him.
Jles Ji
He — the Exalted — said:
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"Or did they take intercessors besides Him? Say: ‘Even if they do not possess anything
(of benefit and harm) and they have no intellect?’ Say: ‘All intercession belongs to Allah.”
(Az-Zumar 39:43-44)
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And He - the Exalted - said:
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"And they worship other than Allah that which neither harms them nor benefits them,
and they say: 'These are our intercessors with Allah’. Say: ‘Do you inform Allah of
something He does not know in the heavens or on the earth?’ Exalted is He and high
above what they associate with Him.” (Yinus 10:18)
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And He - the Exalted - said:
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”"And you have verily come to us alone just as We have created you the first time. And
you have left behind that which We have bestowed upon you. And We do not see with
you your intercessors which you claimed, that they were partners (with Allah) among
you. Verily (everything) between you has been severed, and that which you used to
claim (i.e. your so-called partners) has deviated from you.” (Al-An’am 6:94)
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And He — the Exalted — said:
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"And of mankind are some who take others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). They love
them as they love Allah. But those who believe love Allah more (than anything else).” (Al-
Baqarah 2:165)
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And due to this some of their (i.e. the people of kalam and tasawwuf) followers prostrate to
the sun and the moon and the stars, and they invoke these just like they invoke Allah the
Exalted, they fast for them, they sacrifice for them and seek nearness to them. And then
this person says: ‘This is not shirk. Verily the shirk is if I believe that it arranges my affairs for me,
but if I (only) make it a reason and an intermediary I will not become a mushrik.” And from that
which is known with necessity from the religion of Islam is that this is shirk. So this (i.e.
those deeds) and what is similar to it, is from the Tawhid which Allah has sent His
messengers with, while they do not include it in that which is called Tawhid according to

their terms.”

(Dar At-Ta’arud Al-"Aql wan-Naql 1/223-228)
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