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The last of this Ummah will not be correct except

through that which the first of it was correct by

Al-Ageedah
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Follow those who came before you

Al-Imam Malik — rahimahullah — said:
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"Whoever invents anything in this Ummah which our Salaf (predecessors) was not upon, then he has
verily claimed that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has betrayed the religion.
Because Allah says:

“Today I have fulfilled for you your religion.” (Al-Maidah 5:3)

So whatever was not from the religion at that time will never be from the religion today.” (Kitab Al-
I'tisam by Ash-Shatibi)

And he — rahimahullah — also said:
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“The last of this Ummah will not be correct except through that which the first of it was correct by.

So whatever was not from the religion at that time will never be from the religion today.” (As-Shafa

by Qadi ‘Iyyad)

These words can correctly be considered a principle among the greatest and most important
of principles from the shar’ (Islamic Law). Because the protection of the Shari’ah is not
achieved through distortion and exchanging, rather through preserving and following. So
when it is known that the first of this Ummah — i.e. the Sahabah — did not become correct
except through the Quran and Sunnah, then the last of this Ummah will also not become
correct except through the Quran and Sunnah. And this is achieved by following the Salaf.
So following them is Sunnah and disagreeing with them is bida’.

The Sahabi Hudhayfah ibn Al-Yaman — radiAllahu ‘anhu — said:
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"Fear Allah O you readers (of the Quran)! And take the path of those who came before you. Because
by Allah, if you remain steadfast upon that, you have verily went ahead with a great advantage. But
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if you leave it (in order to o) right or left, then you have verily went far astray.” (Az-Zuhd wa Ar-
Raqaiq by Ibn Al-Mubarak)

And Imam Ash-Shafi’1i — rahimahullah — said:
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“Whoever speaks some words regarding the religion, or regarding something of these desires (i.e.
bida’) and he does not have an imam (leader) who said this before him from the Prophet (sall Allahu
alayhi wa sallam) and his Companions, then he has verily invented something new in Islam.” (Al-
Intisar li-Ashab Al-Hadith by Abia Al-Mudhaffar As-Sam’ani)

And Al-Ajurri narrates a conversation between Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — And Ibn Abt

Dawid who was a caller towards the saying that the Quran is created:
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“(Imam Ahmad) said: ‘Inform me about this which you invite the people towards. Is it something
that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) invited towards?” He (Ibn Abu Dawiid)
said: ‘No.” He said: “Then something that Abii Bakr As-Siddiq invited towards after him?” He said:
‘No.” He said: ‘“Then something that ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab invited towards after them?’ He said:
‘No.” He said: “Then something that ‘Uthman ibn “Affan invited towards after them?’ He said: ‘No.”
He said: “Then something that ‘Ali ibn Abii Talib invited towards?’ He said: ‘No.” He said: "So it is
something that the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) did not invite towards, nor Abii
Bakr, nor ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, nor "Ali (radiAllahu ‘anhum), but you invite the people towards it?
(In that case) you cannot be free from saying: Either they knew about it or they were ignorant about
it. Then if you say: They knew about it but remained silent about it, then it is sufficient for us and
you, what was sufficient for the people of remaining silent. And if you say: They were ignorant about
it but I know about it, then O you evil son of evil! Should the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam)
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and the rightly quided califs (radiAllahu ‘anhum) be ignorant about something while you and your
companions know about it?”” (Ash-Shar?’ah by Al-Ajurri)

So a person must strive to seek the path of the Salaf and the follow it and do his utmost to

avoid everything that opposes or exceeds their manhaj and tarig.

The Shaykh of the Hanabilah in his time Hasan ibn “Ali Al-Barbahari — rahimahullah — said in
the opening words of his book “Sharh As-Sunnah”:
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"All praise is due to Allah who guided us to Islam and bestowed it upon us (as a blessing) and made
us be from the best Ummah. So we ask Him for success to what He loves and is pleased with, and the

protection from what He hates and what causes His displeasure.
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Know that Islam is the Sunnah, and the Sunnah is Islam, and neither of these two can be established
without the other. And from the Sunnah is sticking to the Jama’ah, and whoever seeks something else
than the Jama'ah and departs from it, then he has taken the loop of Islam of his neck and he is

misguided and misguiding.
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And the basis upon which we clarify who the Jama’ah is, are the Companions of Muhammad
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), may Allah have mercy upon them all. And they are Ahlu Sunnah wal-
Jama’ah. So whoever does not take from them he has verily gone astray and become an innovator.
And every innovation is misguidance, while the misguidance and its people are in the fire. 'Umar ibn
Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said: ‘“There is no excuse for anyone in a misguidance which he has
indulged in while thinking it is guidance, nor in a guidance which he has left while thinking it is
misguidance. Because verily has the issues become clear and the argument has been established and
the excuse has been cut off.” And this is that the Sunnah and the Jama’ah firmly established all issues
in the religion and clarified it for the people, so it is upon them to follow it.
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And know — may Allah have mercy upon you — that the religion is what has come from Allah —
tabaraka wa ta’ala — and it was not put upon the intellects of men and their opinions. And its (i.e. the
religion) knowledge is with Allah and with His Messenger, so do not follow anything with you desires
so you will pass through the religion and leave Islam, because there is no excuse for you. Verily did
the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) clarify the Sunnah for his Ummah and he made
it clear for his Companions, and they are the Jama’'ah, and they are As-Suwad Al-A’dham, and As-
Suwad Al-A’dham is the truth and its people. So whoever opposes the companions of the Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) in anything from issues of the religion then he has committed

kufr.
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And know that no people have ever innovated an innovation except that they left a Sunnah equal to
it. So beware of the forbidden of things, because verily newly invented matter is an innovation, and

every innovation is misguidance, and the misguidance and its people are in the fire.
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And beware of the small innovations, because the small of bida’ returns until they become big. And
every bid’ah which was innovated in this Ummah began like this as something small that looked like
the truth, so the one who entered it was deceived by that. Then he was not able to exit from it, and it
grew and became a religion which he adopted. So he opposed the Straight Path and exited from Islam.
So beware — may Allah have mercy upon you — of everyone whose words you listen to specifically
from the people of your time. Do not hasten and do not believe in anything until you ask and look;

did anyone from the Companions of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) speak about this, or
anyone from the scholars (of the Salaf)? Then if you find an athar (narration) regarding it from them,

then hold on to it and do not deviate from it for anything, and do not chose anything over it, so you
(if you do that) would fall in the fire.
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And know that leaving the (right) path is from two angles. Regarding the first of them then it is a
man who made an error upon the path while he does not want anything but good. So his error is not
followed because he is verily dead. And (the second is) a man who was stubborn towards the truth
and opposed those who came before him of the God-fearing, so he is a misguided and misguiding
rebellious shaytan in this Ummah, and it is befitting for the one who knows him to warn the people

against him and tell them his story so no-one should fall in his innovation and become destroyed.
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And know — may Allah have mercy upon you — that the Islam of the slave does not become complete
until he is a follower, a believer and a person who submits himself. So whoever claims that there
remains something from Islam in which the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi
wa sallam) has not been sufficient for us, then he has verily belied them. And this is verily enough for

him, of leaving them and insulting them. So he is a misquided and misguiding innovator who invents

in Islam what is not from it.
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And know —may Allah show you mercy — that in the Sunnah there is no qiyas, nor is similitudes put
forth with it, nor is desires followed in it. Rather is it believing in the narrations of the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) without conditions, nor explaining it, nor do you ask ‘why’ or
‘how’, because speaking, disagreeing, disputing and arquing are newly invented and causes doubt to
enter the heart, even if the one who does this is upon truth and the Sunnah.

(Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari)
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The way of the Salaf

The attentive believer who seeks to follow the best of generations of this Ummah will see,
that for them the question was not in names, status, opinions or loyalty. The question for

them was simple: ‘Is it in the Quran, or has it correctly been narrated from the Messenger of

Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)? 1f yes, then they would follow it without hesitation and

they would order others to follow it. Therefor they are the aimmah (leaders) of this Ummah

and they are most deserving of being followed.
Al-Bukhart — rahimahullah — narrates in his Sahih:
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“’Ali ibn “Abdullah narrated to us, from Sufyan, from Yazid ibn Khusayfah, from Busr ibn Sa’id,
from Abii Sa’id Al-Khudri who said: "While I was present in one of the gatherings of the Ansar, Abii
Miisa came as if he was scared, and said: ‘I asked permission to enter upon "Umar three times, but I
was not given the permission, so I returned.” (When “Umar came to know about it) he said (to Abii
Muiisa): ‘Why did you not enter?’ I said: ‘I asked for permission three times, and I was not given it so
I returned, because the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘If anyone of you
asks the permission to enter three times, and the permission is not given, then he should
return.”” Umar said: ‘By Allah, you will verily bring an evidence for it (i.e. that the Messenger of
Allah really said that).” (Abui Miisa went to a gathering of the Ansar and said:) ‘Did anyone of you
hear this from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)?’ So Ubay bin Ka'b said: ‘By Allah, no-one
will go with you but the youngest of the people (as a witness).” And I (Abii Sa’id) was the youngest
of them, so I went with Abii Miisa and informed “Umar that the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam)
had said so.”” (Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

And “Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad — rahimahumallah — narrated regarding Hammad ibn Zayd

from tabi’ at-tabi’in — rahimahullah — an excellent narration demonstrating this as well:
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“Ibrahim ibn Al-Hajjaj An-Naji narrated to us and said: Hammad ibn Zayd narrated to us and said.:
‘I was sitting with Abui Hanifah in Makkah when a man came to him and said: ‘I have worn sandals’,
or he said: ‘I have worn trousers while I was in ihram’. Or he said: ‘I have worn khuff (thick socks
from leather) while I was in ihram’ — Ibrahim (the narrator) doubted (with regards to what the man
said). So Abit Hanifah said: *You must offer a sacrifice.” So I (Hammad) said to the man: ‘Did you
find any sandals or did you find a waist cloth?” He said: ‘No’. So I said: ‘O Abu Hanifah, this man
claims that he could not find.” He (Abit Hanifah) said: ‘It doesn’t matter if he could find or he could
not find.” Hammad said: ‘So I said: "Amr ibn Dinar narrated to us from Jabir ibn Zayd, from Ibn
“Abbas (radiAllahu “anhu) that he said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
say: “Trousers for the one who cannot find a waist cloth, and the khuff for the one who
cannot find sandals.” And Ayyiib narrated to us, from Nafi’, from Ibn ‘Umar (radiAllahu “anhu)
that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Trousers for the one who cannot
find a waist cloth, and the khuff for the one who cannot find sandals.”” So he (Abii Hanifah)
said with his hand — and Ibrahim ibn Al-Hajjaj (the narrator) moved his hand showing it —i.e. that
is nothing. So I said to him: “Then who do you narrate from (i.e. what do you base your opinion
upon)?’ He (Abii Hanifah) said: "From Hammad ibn Ibrahim.” He (Abui Hanifah) said: "He must offer
a sacrifice whether he finds or does not find.” He (Hammad) said: So I got up from him. Then I met
regarding a person who is in thram and he wore trousers when he could not find a waist cloth, and
he wore khuff when he couldn’t find sandals?” So he said: ‘Amr ibn Dinar narrated to us from Jabir
ibn Zayd, from Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa
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sallam) said: “Trousers for the one who cannot find a waist cloth, and the khuff for the one
who cannot find sandals.”’ So I said to him: ‘O Abii Artaah, did you not memorize that he (Ibn
‘Abbas) said: 'l heard the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)?’ He said: ‘No’. He then
said: ‘And Nafi’ narrated to me, from Ibn "Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) that the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Trousers for the one who cannot find a waist cloth, and
the khuff for the one who cannot find sandals.” And he said: ‘And Abii Ishaq narrated to me,
from Al-Harith, from ‘Ali (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that he said: “Trousers for the one who cannot find a
waist cloth, and the khuff for the one who cannot find sandals.”” So I said: “Then what is it with your
companion that he says so and so?’” He said: “This is in him. And who is he the companion of? May
Allah make him ugly.”” (As-Sunnah by “Abdullah and Sahih Ibn Hibban with another chain

of narration)

So the Salaf would consider a correct chain of narration from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi
wa sallam) sufficient for the hadith to be followed without any question. Thus the words of
Umar to Abu Musa (radiAllahu ‘anhuma):

‘By Allah, you will verily bring an evidence for it (i.e. that the Messenger of Allah really said that).’

And for the same reason Hammad ibn Zayd and Abu Artaah mentioned their chain of
narration when they brought their evidence and they considered this sufficient for the hadith
to be followed. And in order for the Salaf to turn away from the apparent meaning of a
hadith, there had to be another correct hadith from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
which would allow them to do that. Thus the words of Hammad ibn Zayd to Abti Hanifah

when he opposed the meaning of the hadith which Hammad mentioned to him:
‘Then who do you narrate from?’

In other words: Then bring me a hadith with a correct chain of narration which allows for
me to deviate from the meaning of the correct hadith which I am in possession of. And if you

cannot do so, then your opinion is based upon nothing and is rejected.

This is what they did and this is why we follow them. And it is the conclusion found in the
words of Al-Barbahari — rahimahullah — when he said:

SV Wl b Wl (g S )l T LS 8 aslakly andl OF el

“And this is that the Sunnah and the Jama’ah firmly established all issues in the religion and clarified
it for the people, so it is upon them to follow it.” (Sharh As-Sunnah)
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The deviators

Deviation lies in abandoning the way of the Salaf. The Salaf acknowledged that the Quran
was revealed upon and regarding the Sahabah (radiAllahu anhum) and they were the people
who lived with, helped and sacrificed for the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam).
Therefore they are those with the deepest knowledge and understanding of the evidences.
Whoever then chooses someone else over the Sahabah has not followed the way of the Salaf.
And we bear in mind that the tabi'in and the tabi’ at-tabi’in only have the status that they

have, based upon their closeness to the Sahabah and them taking their knowledge from them.
Al-Haytham ibn Jamil — rahimahullah — said:
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“I said to Malik ibn Anas: ‘O Abu ‘Abdullah. Verily with us is a people who has written books and
one of them say: (It was narrated) from fulan, from fulan, from ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab saying this
and this, and (it was narrated) from fulan from Ibrahim saying this’, and then he takes the opinion of
Ibrahim.” Malik said: *And the opinion of ‘Umar is correct (i.e. the narration is correct) for them?’ 1
said: ‘It is verily a narration, just like the opinion of Ibrahim is correct for them.” So Malik said: “These

people should be asked to make tawbah, and Allah knows best.”” (I'lam Al-Mawaqqi'in by Ibn Al-
Qayyim)

And Abu ‘Abdullah Al-Qawariri — rahimahullih — said:
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“I heard Ahmad discuss with a man when the man said to him: *’Ata said.” So Ahmad took his sandal

and said: ‘I say to you: Ibn ‘Umar said, and you say to me: "Ata said. Who is "Ata?! And who is his
father?!”” (Al-Jami’ li-Ulum Al-Imam Ahmad)

So when all this is established, then what is left to say to those who prefer the opinions of
the latecomers over the Words of Allah, the words of His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) and his Companions (radiAllahu ‘anhum)? If the Salaf would criticize those who took
the opinion of a tabi’i over the opinion of a Sahabi, then what would they say to people who

take the opinion of people living today over the clear evidences from the Quran and Sunnah?

10
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And even more disastrous are those who do this while blind following!! Not based upon a
wrong ijtihad that they were convinced by, not based upon a wrong giyas which they found

reasonable, but solely based upon pure fanaticism to a specific madhhab or person.

This is not Islam. This is not submission to Allah. Rather this is the fanaticism that every

single scholar has criticized and forbidden.

An example of this could be the disagreement which has occurred in the issue of judging
people upon the apparent signs of Islam. Many people have accepted that we had a horrible
mistake in this issue after having seen the clear evidence from the Quran, the Sunnah, the
sayings of Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum) and the sayings of the Salaf' confirming what was
already clear from the texts; that a person is judged upon the outwardly without looking

into possibilities, assumptions, percentages, times or anything else.

But a group of people remained upon the old bid’ah opinion stating that the outwardly Islam
is not sufficient for judging a person as Muslim in dunya. But they do not produce the
evidence for this opinion, nor are they able to defend it when being asked. So they lean upon
that their Shaykh has approved this opinion without knowing what the basis for it is. This is
called blind following in its purest form, and Allah does not forgive this when the evidences

are clear and present.

The best of these people of bida’ say: ‘There is a difference of opinion in this issue’, and thereby
accept the truth as a valid opinion. And even though this is clearly a false and rejected
statement, then it is much better than those who became like Al-Barbahari — rahimahullah —

said:
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“And beware of the small innovations, because the small of bida’ return until they become big. And
likewise began every bid’ah which was innovated in this Ummah as something small that looked like
the truth, so the one who entered it was deceived by that. Then he was not able to exit from it, and it
grew and became a religion which he adopted. So he opposed the Straight Path and exited from Islam.”
(Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbahari)

So for the worst of them their bida” grew until they rejected the truth and called it kufr. So

for them accepting the clear evidences that no-one can dispute, is not even a valid opinion

1 See the text: “Accepting the outwardly Islam and not looking into possibilities and assumptions”
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in an issue of ikhtildf (as some claim). Rather it is misguidance and disbelief, and they declare
takfir upon the one who build his religion upon the clear and confirmed. And even these
people, if you ask them for evidence from the Quran or Sunnah, or from someone from the
Salaf who held the same opinion as them, they will not be able to answer you. And therefore
there has not been produced a single answer to the evidences which has been presented in
this issue. And by ‘answer’ we mean an answer which includes Quran and Sunnah
according to the understanding of the Salaf, and not an explanation based upon the

understanding and assumption of the latecomers.
We are still waiting...

And to those who are still wavering in confusion in this issue, then listen to the advice from

Al-Barbahart which he mentioned as a cure for the disease of leaving the way of the Salaf:
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“So beware — may Allah have mercy upon you — of everyone whose words you listen to specifically
from the people of your time. Do not hasten and do not believe in anything until you ask and look;
did anyone from the Companions of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) speak about this, or
anyone from the scholars (of the Salaf)? Then if you find an athar (narration) regarding it from them,
then hold on to it and do not deviate from it for anything, and do not chose anything over it, so you
(if you do that) would fall in the fire.” (Sharh As-Sunnah by Al-Barbaharr)

This religion was completed on a Jumu’ah on a day of “‘Arafah? when Allah — the Exalted —

revealed the following verse to Muhammad (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam):
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“Today I have fulfilled for you your religion.” (Al-Maidah 5:3)

There is no need in Islam for ijtihadat and giyasat in issues where there is clear and correct
evidence stating what is correct in the issue, nor are these acceptable. We need to discipline

2 According to a hadith narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim from ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who
said that the verse was revealed to the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) on that day.
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our souls not to be satisfied with anything except with what the Salaf were satisfied with.

Because as Imam Malik — rahimahullah — said:
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“The last of this Ummah will not be correct except through that which the first of it was correct by.
So whatever was not from the religion at that time will never be from the religion today.” (As-Shafa
by Qadi ‘Iyyad)

So my dear brother and sister. Submit to the words of Allah, follow His Messenger
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and base your religion upon what the generations who were
approved by the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has understood from the
Quran and Sunnah. The Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“The best people are those of my generation, then those who come after them, then those
who come after them.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

And Allah - the Exalted - said:
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"Follow that which has been revealed to you from your Lord. And do not follow any
awliya besides Him. Little is it that you remember.” (Al-A’raf 7:3)

We ask Allah to show us the truth as the truth and provide us with following it. And we ask

Him to show us the falsehood as falsehood and provide us with keeping away from it.

And may the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement.

Allahumma amin.

Abu Hajar
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