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He was asked about what was narrated from the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): that Allah
holds the heavens upon a Finger and what is

similar to this among the ahadith

Al-Ageedah
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Regarding Allah holding the heavens

Allah holds the heavens upon a Finger and similar ahadith

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman “Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumullah — said®:
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He was asked about what was narrated from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam):

that Allah holds the heavens upon a Finger and what is similar to this among the ahadith
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488 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from Yahya ibn Sa'id, from Sufyan (who
said): Manstr and Sulayman narrated to me, from Ibrahim, from "Ubaydah, from ‘Abdullah
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) that a Jew came to the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and said: “O
Muhammad. Verily Allah holds the heavens upon a Finger. And the earths upon a Finger.
And the soil upon one Finger. And the mountains upon one Finger. And the creations upon
one Finger. Then He will say: ‘I am the King.” So the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
laughed until his molar teeth became visible. And he recited: “They did not estimate Allah
His true estimate.” (Al-An’am 6:91)” My father said: Yahya said: Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad said:
“So the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) laughed because he was surprised by him
and confirming him (in what he said).”
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489 —I heard my father — rahimahullah — say: From Yahya ibn Sa’id the hadith of Sufyan, from
Al-A’mash, from Mansur, from Ibrahim, from "Ubaydah, from “Abdullah, from the Prophet
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): “That Allah will hold the heavens upon one Finger.” My father
— rahimahullah — said: “Yahya began to show with his fingers.” And my father showed me how

1 This is a shortened version of the chapter
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he began to show with his fingers putting one finger upon another finger until he came to
the last of them.
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490 — My father narrated to me, from Ytinus, from Manstr ibn Al-Mu'tamar, from Ibrahim,
from’Abidah As-Salmani, from ’Abdullah ibn Mas’uad (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said: “A rabbi
came to the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and said: ‘O Muhammad or
O Messenger of Allah. Verily Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — on the Day of Judgment will put the
heavens upon one Finger, and the earth upon one Finger, and the mountains and the trees
upon one Finger, and the water and the soil upon one Finger and the rest of the creation
upon one Finger. Then He will shake them all and say: I am the King.” So the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) laughed until his molar teeth became visible
confirming the saying of the rabbi. Then the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) recited: “And they did not estimate Allah His true estimate. And the whole earth
will be grasped by His hand on the Day of Judgment.” (Az-Zumar 39:67) Until the end of

the verse.”
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493 —’Abdullah ibn "Umar narrated to me, from ‘Imran ibn "Uyaynah, from "Ata ibn Saib,
from Abu Ad-Duha, from Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said: “A Jew passed by the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), so the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said
to him: ‘O Jew, frighten us.” So he said: ‘O Abii Al-Qasim. How will it be on a day where
the earth will be upon this, the heavens upon this, and the water upon this, and the creation
upon this — that is His Fingers.” Then the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
recited: And the whole earth will be grasped by His hand on the Day of Judgment, and
the heavens are folded together in His right Hand.” (Az-Zumar 39:67)”



7 Y Aers
\[ AL—AQEEDAH v B \ Regarding Allah holding the heavens
-

D6 W N oy M R el ol Bl 2 GBI T as b tas b D iy ol S35 - 494
o5l RN UET 03 B s N aZ a3 oD 6T 6 J6EF G 06 (Gl ks lig Sl it Lo ) it B
{90 &5 001508 Us} ges 2 0 JF0 ol st dang b o Gl g b Je Judis o3 e el b e

"Y1 [97 pwY]

494 — My father — rahimahullih — narrated to me, from Husayn ibn Hasan, from Abu
Kudaynah, from "Ata, from Abu Ad-Duha, from Ibn’Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) who said:
“A Jew passed by the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) while he was
sitting, and said: ‘"How do you say, O Abii Al-Qasim, about a day where Allah will put the
heaven upon this — and he pointed with his index finger — and the earths upon this, and the
mountains upon this, and the rest of the creation upon this.” And he began to show it with
his fingers. So Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — revealed the verse: “They did not estimate Allah
His true estimate.” (Al-An’am 6:91) Until the rest of the verse.”
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495 — Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to me (and said): I heard Waki’ say: “We submit to these
ahadith just as they came and we do not say: "How this and why is this’". This means, like the hadith
of Ibn Mas’ud: ‘Verily Allah — "azza wa jalla — holds the heavens upon a Finger and the mountains
upon a Finger.” And the hadith that the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “The heart of the
son of Adam is between two Fingers from the Fingers of Ar-Rahman.” And similar to it among the
ahadith.”
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496 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from Sufyan, from Abu Az-Zinnad, from
Al-A’raj, from Abt Hurayrah, from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): ”If anyone of
you hits, then let him avoid the face. Because verily did Allah create Adam in His image.”
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497 — My father narrated to me (and said): I heard Al-Humaydi - and Sufyan also narrated
this hadith to us — while he said (regarding the previously mentioned hadith): “This is truth.”
And he was speaking and Ibn “Uyaynah remained silent. My father said: “Ibn ‘Uyaynah did
not reject what he said (i.e. that it is truth).”
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498 — Abu Ma’'mar narrated to me, from Jarir, from Al-A’'mash, from Habib ibn Abt Thabit,
from "Ata, from Ibn ‘Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
alayhi wa sallam) said: “Do not make the face ugly. Because verily did Allah create Adam in

the image of Ar-Rahman.”
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499 — My father — rahimahullih — narrated to me, from Hasan ibn Misa Al-Ashyab, from Abt
Hilal Muhammad ibn Sulaym, from a man, that Ibn Rawahah said to Al-Hasan: “Do you
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describe your Lord — “azza wa jalla?’ He said: “Yes I describe Him without giving an example.
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500 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from Mu'adh ibn Mu’adh, from Hammad
ibn Salamah, from Thabit Al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik (radiAllahu ‘anhu) from the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) regarding His — ‘azza wa jalla — words: “So when his
Lord appeared to the mountain He made it collapse to dust.” (Al-A’raf 7:143) He said: He
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Like this (i.e. he exposed the tip of the little finger).” My
tather said: “Mu’adh showed us how (with his little finger), so Humayd At-Tawil said to him: "Why
are you doing like that O Abii Muhammad?’ He said: So he struck his chest with a hard strike and
said: "Who are you O Humayd and what are you O Humayd? Anas ibn Malik narrated it to me from
the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) and you are saying: Why are you doing that?” My father
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narrated to me and said: “Someone who heard Mu’adh narrated to me that he said: ‘I wish that he

would be imprisoned for two months.”” L.e. Humayd.
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501 - Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr Al-Muqaddami narrated to me, from Hudaym, from
Muhammad ibn Sawa, from Sa’id, from Qatadah, from Anas, from the Prophet (sallAllahu
alayhi wa sallam) (regarding His — the Exalted — words): “So when his Lord appeared to the
mountain.” (Al-A’raf 7:143) He (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Like this — and he showed
it with the tip of the little finger.”
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502 — Ibrahim ibn Al-Hajjaj An-Naji narrated to me, from Hammad ibn Salamah, from
Thabit Al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik (radiAllahu "anhu): “So when his Lord appeared

to the mountain.” (Al-A’raf 7:143) Hammad said: “Like this.” And Ibrahim showed us the
tip of the little finger. I said to Ibrahim: Did he ascribe it (to the Prophet)? He said: “No.”
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504 — Abi Ma’'mar narrated to me, from "Amr ibn Muhammad Al-"Anqazi, from Asbat ibn
Nasr, from As-Suddi, from ’Ikrimah, from Ibn "Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhumd) who said: “He

appeared just like the little finger.” And Abti Ma'mar showed it with his finger, i.e. His — ‘azza
wa jalla — words: “So when his Lord appeared to the mountain.” (Al-A’raf 7:143)
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505 — Ahmad ibn Mun1’ narrated to me, from “Abbad ibn “Abbad, from Yazid ibn Hazim,
from ‘Ikrimah: That he used to recite this verse: “So when his Lord appeared to the
mountain He made it collapse to dust.” (Al-A’raf 7:143) He said: “It was a solid rock, then

when He appeared to it, it became a plain level of dust, among the plain levels.”
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506 — 'Abbas ibn Muhammad Ad-Duri narrated to me (and said): I heard Abu ‘Ubayd ibn
Sallam say: “I spoke with the people and I spoke with the people of the scripture, and I did not see a
people more dirty, more filthy and more impure than the Rafidah. And I verily banished three men
when I was judge in the city. Two from the Jahmiyyah and one rafidi, or two from the Rafidah and

one jahmi. And I said: “The examples of you should not live close to the people of the cities.””
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(something) to "Ata, so he mentioned a hadith (and said): And regarding ‘Subhan Al-Malik
Al-Quddus’ then it has reached me —I think he informed about this from ‘Ubayd ibn “Umar
who said: “The Lord — ‘azza wa jalla — descends towards (the last part of) the night, then He says:
‘Who asks me so I can give him, who asks Me for forgiveness so I can forgive him?” And the angels
say: 'Praise Al-Malik Al-Quddiis.”” And regarding ‘Subbith Quddiis Rabb Al-Malaikah war-Riih,
the Mercy of my Lord preceded His Anger’, he said: “It has reached me that the Prophet
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said when he was taken on a night journey: that every time he passed
by a heaven the angels would greet him. Until he reached the sixth heaven then [ibril (alayhi as-
salam) said: ‘“This is an angel, so greet him.” But the angel hurried to him and greeted him. So the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘I wished that I would have greeted him before he greeted
me.”” He said: “Then when he reached the seventh heaven [ibril (alayhi as-salam) said: ‘Verily Allah
is praying.” The Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam): “And does He pray?’ He said: *Yes.” He said:
‘And what is His prayer?’ He said: 'He says: ‘Subbith Qudduis Rabb Al-Malaikah war-Riih, the
Mercy of my Lord preceded His Anger.” He said: ‘So follow that.” I said: ‘Can I put some of it before

17

the other?” He said: “Yes if you want.
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508 — Abu Ma’'mar narrated to me, from "Abbad ibn Al-Awwam who said: ”Sharik came to
us so we asked him about the hadith: “Verily Allah descends on the night of the middle of
Sha’ban.” We said: ‘Verily some people reject these ahadith.” So he said: “Then what do they say?’
We said: “They challenge them (as being false).” So he said: ‘Verily those who came with these ahadith
are those who came with the Quran, and with the five prayers, the hajj to the House and the fast in

Ramadan. So we do not know Allah except through these ahadith.”
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509 —- Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani narrated to me, from Aslam ibn Qadim, from Miisa
ibn Dawiid who said: “Abbad ibn Al-Awwam said to me: Sharik ibn “Abdullah came to us
fifty years ago. He said: So I said to him: “O Abi “Abdullah, verily we have a people from the
Mu'tazilah who reject these ahadith.” He said: “So he narrated around ten ahadith to me regarding
this, and said: *As for us, then we verily took our religion from the tabi’in from the companions of the
Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam), but as for them, then who did they take (their

religion) from?"”
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510 — Ahmad ibn Ibrahim Ad-Dawraqi narrated to me, from Sahl ibn Mahmud Abu As-Sarri

(who said): I heard Isma’il ibn "Ulayyah say: "I arqument against them (i.e. the Jahmiyyah) with

His — ‘azza wa jalla — words: “So when his Lord appeared to the mountain.” (Al-A’raf 7:143)

Appearing cannot be except for something occurring.”
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511 — Ahmad ibn Ibrahim Ad-Dawradqi narrated to me, from Yahya ibn Mu'in (who said): I
heard Isma‘il ibn ‘Ulayyah say: “The sights cannot conceive Him.” (Al-An’am 6:103) He

said: “This is in dunya.”
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516 — Abtt Hashim Ziyad ibn Ayytb narrated to me (and said): I heard Ayyub ibn Isma’l
Al-Wasiti (who said):  heard "Abbad ibn Al-“ Awwam who said: “I spoke with Bishr Al-Marisi
and the companions of Bishr, and I saw that the conclusion of their words ends with them saying that

there is nothing in the heaven.”
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517 — Ziyad Abu Hashim narrated to me (and said): I heard Abi Al Awwam Al-Mustamli
say: Marwan ibn Mu’awiyah Al-Fazari said to me: "O Abii Al-"Awwam. Jahm remained forty

days not praying. He said: ‘I don’t know how my Lord is.””
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519 —"Ubaydullah ibn “"Umar Al-Fazari narrated to me, from Hammad (ibn Zayd), from Abt
‘Imran Al-Jawni, from Abtu Al-Khuld who said: "Verily Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — every evening

leans towards the heaven of dunya at asr time and looks at the deeds of the son of Adam.”
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520 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from Sufyan ibn "Uyaynah, from "Amr ibn
Dinar who said: I heard "Ubayd say:"The best day that the sun rises upon is the day of jumu’ah.
Adam (alayhi as-salam) was created that day, and on that day the Hour will be established. And
verily Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — created Adam in His image, then he sneezed so Allah put the words on
his tongue: “All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the worlds’, and then He said: “May your Lord have
mercy upon you.””
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521 — My father narrated to me another time, from Sufyan, from "Amr, from "Ubayd (who
said): "That Allah created Adam in His image.”
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522 — Isma’ll Abi Ma’mar narrated to me, from Sufyan, from my father who said: "The
Muslims said: 'O Messenger of Allah, is our Lord near so we speak privately with Him, or (is He) far
away so we call upon Him?’ So Allah revealed: “And if My slaves ask about Me, then Verily I
am near (and) I answer the invocation of the one who invokes when He invokes Me.”
(Al-Baqarah 2:186)”

&./f«cu)\.;\dm\.\&fc:b)d\ Jujuccd\.‘m&bcup\.&d&wgbcéjj\jﬂ\}zﬁda\)\wgb 523

"L@i\@;.\g‘;;a\fugzagﬁ:du‘wi@g:J}L;ag.x;gusglgm‘égylc};gﬁu B (sS

523 — "Ubaydullah ibn "Umar Al-Qawarirl narrated to me (and said): Fudayl ibn 'Iyad
narrated to me (and said): Sufyan narrated to me, from Yazid ibn Abu Ziyad, from
"Abdullah ibn Al-Harith, from Ka’b who said: "There is not a day except that on it Allah looks
at the paradise and says: ‘Be good for your inhabitants.”” He (Ka'b) said: “So it becomes the double

of what it was (and this continues) until its inhabitants enters into it.”
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524 — "Ubaydullah ibn "Umar Al-Qawariri narrated to me, from Mu’adh ibn Hisham (who
said): My father narrated to me, from Yahya ibn Abu Kathir, from Nawf Al-Bikali who said:
“Miisa (salawatullahu alayhi) went out to reach to Banii Israil. Then his Lord — "azza wa jalla — called

upon him and said: ‘I have expanded the earth for you and made it clean and a masjid (place for

prayer). So pray (wherever) when the prayer reaches you except in a bath, a toilet or at a grave.””
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525 — Abu "Abdullah Muhammad ibn Bakkar the mawla of Bant Hashim narrated to me,
from ‘Abdul-Hamid ibn Bahram Al-Fazari, from Shahr (who said): I heard a man who
narrated from ‘Ugbah ibn ‘ Amir that he heard the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) say: “’"No man who dies and at the time of his death there is arrogance at the size of
a mustard seed in his heart will be allowed into paradise, nor smell it nor see it.” So a man
said to him: ‘O Messenger of Allah. I verily love beauty and I long for it even in the handle
of my whip and the lace of my sandal.” The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) said: ‘That is not arrogance. Verily Allah is Beautiful and He loves beauty. Rather
arrogance is the one who rejects the truth and looks down upon the people.””
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529 — Muhanna Abui’Abdullah As-Sulami narrated to me and said: “I asked Ahmad ibn Hanbal
two years after he came out of prison: ‘What do say about the Quran?’ So he said: ‘It is the words of
Allah and not created.” And he said: “‘Whoever narrated something else than this from me, then he
has spoken falsehood.” I said to him: ‘Verily some people mentions from you that you said to him that
it is the words of Allah, it is not makhluq (created) nor is it ghayr makhlugq (not created), but it is the
words of Allah.” So Ahmad said: ‘He has spoken falsehood. I did not say that. Rather it is the words
of Allah and not created.””
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Commentary

As for all of these ahadith and athar that are mentioned in this chapter regarding the
Attributes of Allah the Exalted, then Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah believe in all correct
narrations and we believe in the Attributes of Allah without making takyif (explaining how),
ta’til (invalidating the meaning), tamthil (comparing with the creation) and tahrif (distorting

the meaning).

And as for the hadith stating that Allah created Adam in His image, then the same principles
apply for this Attribute as for the rest of the Attributes of Allah. Ibn Taymiyyah -

rahimahullah — said:
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"The word "image’ in the hadith is just like everything else which has been narrated of the Names and

Attributes where the created being may be named with it under conditions (i.e. that it is not said that

the attribute of that person is equal to the Attribute of Allah). And if (the word) is used regarding

Allah, then it becomes specific for Him, such as Al-Alim, Al-Qadir, Ar-Rahim, As-Sami’, Al-Basir

and such as Him creating with His two Hands, and His rising above the Throne and similar to this.”
(Naqd At-Tasis 3/396)

And a person may find it difficult to understand this hadith along with the words of Allah —
the Exalted — when He said:
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“Nothing is similar to Him.” (Ash-Shura 42:11)

And the removal of this difficulty may be achieved through a general answer and a specific

answer.

As for the general answer: Then it is from the impossible that a hadith from the Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) contradicts the Quran. Either Allah makes the

understanding of it easy for us, or else we say:
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"We believe in it. All of it is from our Lord. And no one will be reminded except those of
understanding.” (Ali ‘Imran 3:7)

And our ’agidah is that Allah does not have a mathil (equal, like, match) and we submit to
that in front of Allah the Exalted. And these are the words of Allah and the words of His
Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), and all of it is the truth. It is not possible that some
of it contradicts something else from it. So we say that the verse negates the comparison of
Allah with His creation while the hadith affirms the Image for Allah the Exalted. All of it is

truth and we believe in it and we say that it is all from our Lord and then we remain quiet.

And as for the specific answer: Then likening something with something else does not

necessitate that it is equal to it and identical with it from every aspect. Rather likening may
occur when there exists a sharing of some attributes, but that does not stipulate that they

are identical and comparable in all attributes.

And the evidence for this is the saying of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam):
S A sipe o s 53 05 &

“Verily the first group of people to enter into paradise will be in the image of the moon of
the night of the full moon (i.e. glittering like it).” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

This does not mean that they will enter into paradise while their image (or form) will be
identical to the moon from every angle. And it if was so they would enter into paradise with
no eyes, no mouths and actually as rocks. Rather the meaning is, that they will enter into
paradise in the image of the moon from the aspect of beautiful light, beauty, illuminated

faces and what is similar to this.

Then if a person says: Then what is the image which can be for Allah and can be for Adam

at the same time?

Then it is said: Verily Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — has a Face, Eyes, a Hand and a Foot. But this
does not necessitate that these things are similar to the human. There are some similarity
but not by way of comparison. Just as the first group of people to enter into paradise have
some similarity with the moon but not by way of comparing. And this is in accordance what
Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah say: That all of the Attributes of Allah — Praise and Exalted is He
— are not comparable with the attributes of the creation.

13



'/T'_"/;
Ay

. \ Regarding Allah holding the heavens

-

The same can be said regarding the ahadith regarding the appearance of Allah and the ahadith
regarding lifting the created things upon His Fingers.

Abt Hajar
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