Abu "Abdullah’s (i.e. Imam Ahmad)
opinion regarding Al-Wagifah.

Al-Ageedah



J/AL-AQEEDAH 4
4

The opinion regarding Al-Wagifah

Abt "Abdullah’s opinion regarding Al-Wagifah

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman “Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumallah — said:
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Abtui "Abdullah’s opinion regarding Al-Wagifah.

Er SO Iy D d s Beds 58 pSISTL D 4 plE O 2y ] JUB sl 2 el B ey ] e - 223
«Jlg e 4 2550 L 255

223 — I heard my father while he was asked regarding the Wigifah, so my father said:
"Whoever used to debate and is known for speaking out (about this) then he is jahmi. And whoever
is not known for speaking out is avoided until he returns (to the truth). And whoever (of them) who

does not have knowledge then he should ask.”
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224 — My father was asked — while I was listening — regarding the Lafdhiyyah and the Wagifah,
so he said: “Whoever is ignorant among them and does not have knowledge, then let him ask and let

him learn.”
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225 — I heard my father another time when he was asked about the Lafdhiyyah and the
Wagifah, so he said: “Whoever among them understands the words, then he is a jahmi.” And he
said another time: “They are worse than the Jahmiyyah.”
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226 — Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani narrated to me and said: Yahya ibn Ayyub said
when we mentioned to him those who doubt; those who say: We do not say the Quran is

created not that it is not created. So Yayha ibn Ayyub said: “I once said to Abii Shaddad one of
my friends: Whoever says this then he is a small jahmi.” Yahya said: “And today he is a big jahmi.”
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Commentary

As for the cure for all these diseases such as claiming that the Quran is created and not the
words of Allah, doubting regarding this or having doubts and confusion regarding any of
the Names or Attributes of Allah, then the cure is sticking to the evidences and what the
salaf has understood from these, and not saying anything about Allah, His Messenger

(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), His religion and His signs without knowledge.
Ibn Al-Qayyim — rahimahullah — said in “Madarij As-Salikin”:
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"Regarding saying something about Allah without knowledge this is the most forbidden of all
forbidden things and the biggest of it in sin. And due to this He mentioned in order the four of the
forbidden things which all the laws and religions agree upon and which does not become allowed
under any circumstances. Rather it is only forbidden. And it is not like the self-dead or the blood or
the meat from pig which become allowed in some situations without others. Because verily are the
forbidden things of two types: (1) That which is forbidden in itself which never becomes allowed, and

(2) that which only is forbidden sometimes and not other times. Allah — the Exalted — said regarding
that which is forbidden in itself:
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"Say: Verily has my Lord forbidden al-fawahish (illegal sexual intercourse) that which is
apparent of it and that which is hidden.” (Al-A’raf 7:33)
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Then He went on to that which is bigger (in sin) than in, so He said:
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"And sin and oppression with right.” (Al-A’raf 7:33)
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Then He went on to that which is bigger (in sin) than in, so He said:
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”And that you should associate (partners in worship) with Allah which He did not send
down any authority for.” (Al-A’'raf 7:33)
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Then He went on to that which is bigger (in sin) than in, so He said:
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”And that you say about Allah that which you do not know.” (Al-A’raf 7:33)
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So this (i.e. speaking about Allah without knowledge) is the biggest of the forbidden things with Allah
and the worst in sin. Because verily does it contain lying about Allah and ascribing to Him that
which is not suitable for Him, and changing His religion, and negating what He has affirmed and
affirming what He has negated, and establishing what He has invalidated and invalidating what He
has established, and having enmity to those He allied with and allying with those He has enmity
towards, and loving those whom He hates and hating those whom He loves, and describing Him with
what is not suitable for Him in His Dhat (Being), His Attributes, His sayings and His actions. So
there are not among the types of forbidden things that which is bigger than this and worse in sin.
And it is the root of shirk and kufr, and the innovations and misguidance was founded upon it,
because every misguiding innovation in the religion its foundation is saying something about Allah
without knowledge. And due to this the salaf and the aimmah (leaders) were very harsh in their
rejection of this and they called out to its people from the lands of the earth and warned against their
fitnah with the severest of warnings. And they did this more than they would do in the rejection of
immorality, injustice and tyranny, since the damage of bida’ and its destruction and negation of the

religion is worse (than immorality, injustice and tyranny).”

(Madarij As-Salikin 1/378)
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Regarding Al-Wagifah, then when the fitnah occurred and the people was invited to saying
that the Quran is created, then the people of Sunnah distinguished themselves from the
people of bida’ by defining the Quran as: “The words of Allah — the Exalted — and not
created.” Then a group appeared who said: ‘We say regarding the Quran that it is the words of
Allah and then we stop. We don’t say it is created and not that it is not created.” And due to this
statement some of the scholars would also describe Al-Wagifah as Ash-Shukkak (those who

doubt), since they are in a place between saying created and not created, due to their doubt.

Abii Bakr Al-Ajurri — rahimahullah — said:
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”And regarding those who said: “The Quran is the words of Allah’, and then they stopped regarding
it, and they said: ‘We do not say that it is not created.” Then these are for many of the scholars —
among those who answered those claimed that the Quran is created — they said: ‘These are the
Wagifah; just like those who said the Quran is created, and even worse.” Because they doubted in their
religion, and we seek refuge with Allah from the one who doubts regarding the words of the Lord:
‘Verily it is not created.” And I will mention what was conveyed to us of this from those who rejected
the Wagifah from the people of knowledge.”

(As-Shart’ah 1/232)

And among that which he — rahimahullah — mentioned, is:
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1 — Imam Ahmad was asked: ‘Do they have an excuse (for example) that a man says: The

Quran is the words of Allah, and then after that be quiet?” So he said: “And why is he quiet?

If it was not for what the people have fallen into, then being quiet was acceptable for him, but when

they spoke about what they have spoken about, then for what reason do they not speak?”
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Al-Hafidh Abt Bakr Al-Ajurri said, while commenting on the words of Imam Ahmad: “The
meaning of the words of Ahmad ibn Hanbal in this meaning is that he is saying: The people of iman
do not disagree that the Quran is the words of Allah ‘azza wa jalla. So when Jahm came and invented
the kufr with his statement: Verily the Quran is created, then nothing was appropriate for the scholars
except to answer to this with (saying that) the Quran is the words of Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — and not
created without doubt or stopping in this. So whoever does not say: It is not created, then he was

called wagifi and doubting in his religion.”
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2 — Al-Imam Ishaq ibn Rahawayh said: “Whoever says: ‘I do not say that the Quran is not

created’, then he is a jahmi.”
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3 — Al-Imam Qutaybah ibn Sa’id said: “These Wagifah are worse than them, i.e. worse than those

who say: The Quran is created.”
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4 — ‘Uthman ibn Abti Shaybah said: “Those who say: The Quran is the words of Allah then they

are quiet, are worse than these, i.e. worse than those who say: The Quran is created.”
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5 — Ahmad ibn Ibrahim said: I heard Muhammad ibn Mugqatil Al-“Abbadani — and he was
among the best of Muslims — say about the Wagifah: “For me they are worse than the Jahmiyyah.”

(As-Shart’ah 1/527-530)

Abu Hajar



