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Regarding the one who says: ‘My pronunciation of the Qurān is created’ 

Abū ‘Abdur-Rahmān ’Abdullāh ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal – rahimahullah – said: 

  ُسِئَل َعمَّْن قَاَل: َلْفِظي ِِبْلُقْرآِن ََمُْلوق  

”He was asked regarding the one who says: ‘My words (i.e. pronunciation) of the Qurān 

are created.’ 

ُ قُ ْلُت: َما تَ ُقوُل ِف َرُجٍل قَاَل: التِ ََلَوُة ََمُْلوَقة  َوأَْلَفاظَُنا - 178 ُلوٍق  ِِبْلُقْرآِن ََمْلُ  َسأَْلُت َأِب َرِِحَُه اَّللَّ ْْ َِِ ََ ُُ اَّللَِّ َع ََّّ َوَجلَّ َولَْْ ََل وَقة  َواْلُقْرآُن ََ
َتِدع   ََ َوَما تَ َرى ِِف ُُمَانَ َبِتِه  َوَهْل ُيَسمَّى ُمب ْ ُُ اْْلَْهِمَِّة َلْْ ََل َتدِِع، َوَهَذا ََ ََةُ ا  فَ َقاَل: " َهَذا ُُيَاَنُب َوُهَو قَ ْوُل اْلُمب ْ ُلوٍق، قَاَلْت َعاِِ ْْ  اْلُقْرآُن َِِ

َها: َتََل َرُسوُل اَّللَِّ َصلَّى هللُا َعَلِْْه َوَسلََّم  َُُْكَمات  ُهنَّ أ ُّ  اْلِكَتاِب اَب ِمْنُه آيَ }ُهو الَِّذي أَنْ َزَل َعَلْيَك اْلِكتَ َرِضَي اَّللَُّ َعن ْ ]آل عمران:  ت  
ُلوقٍ 7 ْْ َِِ ََ   "[ فَاْلُقْرآُن َلْْ

178 – I asked my father – rahimahullāh – saying: What do you say about a man who says: 

‘The recitation (of the Qurān) is created and our words are created, while the Qurān is the 

words of Allāh – the Mighty and Majestic – and it is not created’? What do you say about 

avoiding him? And is he called a mubtadi’? So he said: “This person is avoided and this is the 

saying of the mubtadi’, and these are the words of the Jahmiyyah and the Qurān is not created. ‘Āishah 

– radiAllāhu ‘anha – said: ‘The Messenger of Allāh recited: “He is the One who revealed the Book 

to you, from it are verses that are completely clear and these are the foundations of the 

Book.” (Āli ‘Imrān 3:7), so the Qurān is not created.” 

َثِِن اْبُن َشب َُّويِْه، َسَِْعُت َأِب يَ ُقوُل:  - 179 ََلُمُه فَ ُهَو زِ »َحدَّ ََلَّى َعَلِْْه، َوََ َمْن قَاَل َشْيء  ِمَن اَّللَِّ َع ََّّ َوَجلَّ ََمُْلوق  ِعْلُمُه أَْو ََ اِفر  ََ ُي ََ  ٌ ْنِدي
َماِل اْلُمْرَتدِ  َويُْذَهبُ  ََلَّى َخْلَفُه َوُُيَْعُل َمالُُه ََ  « الِ ِِف َماِل اْلُمْرَتدِ  ِإََل َمْذِهِب أَْهِل اْلَمِديَنِة أَنَُّه ِِف بَ ِْْت اْلمَ  ُي

179 – Ibn Shubbawayh narrated to me (and said): I heard my father say: “Whoever says that 

anything from Allāh is created; His knowledge or His words, then he is a zindīq kāfir and he is not 

prayed upon nor is he prayed behind, and his wealth is considered as the wealth of the murtad while 

the wealth of the murtad in the madhhab of the people of Madīnah are considered to be in the bayt al-

māl.”  

، فَ َقاَل: " ُهْم َجْهِمَّة  َوُهْم َأَشرُّ ِمَّنْ َسأَْلُت َأِب َرِِحَُه ا َْمَر يَ  َّللَُّ قُ ْلُت: ِإنَّ قَ ْوم ا يَ ُقوُلوَن: َلْفظَُنا ِِبْلُقْرآِن ََمُْلوق  ُُ   َهَذا قَ ْوُل َجْهٍم، َوَعظََّم اْْ ِق
ُُ َجْهٍم "، َوَسأَْلُتُه َعمَّْن قَاَل: ََل ، فَ َقاَل: قَاَل اَّللَُّ َع ََّّ َوَجلَّ  ِعْنَدُه ِِف َهَذا، َوقَاَل: َهَذا ََ َوِإْن َأَحد  ِمَن اْلُمْشرِِكنَي }َلْفِظي ِِبْلُقْرآِن ََمُْلوق 

َُ َرِبِ  »[ قَاَل النَِِّبُّ َصلَّى هللاُ َعَلِْْه َوَسلََّم: 6]التوبة:  اْسَتَجاَرَك فََأِجْرُه َحَّتَّ َيْسَمَع َكََل َُّ اَّللَِّ  ََل َوقَاَل النَِّبُّ َصلَّى هللاُ َعَلِْْه َوَسلََّم:  «َحَّتَّ أُبَ لِ َغ ََ
ََلُِ النَّاسِ » ُلُح ِفَْها َشْيء  ِمْن ََ َْ ََََّلُة ََ َي  «ِإنَّ َهِذِه ال
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I asked my father – rahimahullāh – saying: Some people say: Our words of the Qurān are 

created, so he said: “They are the Jahmiyyah and they are the worse than Al-Wāqifah 1. This is the 

saying of Jahm, and he has made this issue very big with him.” And he said: “These are the words 

of Jahm.” 

And I asked him regarding the one who says: My words of the Qurān are created, so he 

said: “Allāh – the Mighty and Majestic – said: “And if anyone of the mushrikūn seeks your 

protection then grant him protection, so that he may hear the Words of Allāh (i.e. the 

Qurān).” (At-Tawbah 9:6) And the Prophet (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘So I may convey 

the Words of my Lord.’ And the Prophet (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) also said: ‘Verily it is not 

correct for this prayer to contain anything of the words of people.’” 

ُ يَ ُقوُل:  - 181 ْعُت َأِبَ َرِِحَُه اَّللَّ  ،«َمْن قَاَل َلْفِظي ِِبْلُقْرآِن ََمُْلوق  فَ ُهَو َجْهِميُّ »َسَِ

181 – I heard my father – rahimahullāh – say: “Whoever says: My pronunciation of the Qurān is 

created is a jahmī.” 

ُ، َوُسِئَل َعِن اللَّْفِظَِّة، فَ َقاَل: " ُهْم َجْهِمَّة  َوُهَو قَ ْوُل َجْهٍم، ُُثَّ قَالَ  - 182 ْعُت َأِبَ َرِِحَُه اَّللَّ  ، "ََ ُُتَاِلُسوُهمْ  :َسَِ

182 – I heard my father – rahimahullāh – say when he was asked about Al-Lafdhiyyah2, so he 

said: “They are the Jahmiyyah and this is the saying of Jahm.” Then he said: “Do not sit with them.” 

ُ، يَ ُقوُل:  - 183 ْعُت َأِبَ َرِِحَُه اَّللَّ ُد ِإََل اْلُقْرآِن بَِلْفٍظ أَْو َغْْيِ َذِلَك يُرِيُد بِِه ََمُْلوق  فَ ُهَو َجْهمِ »َسَِ َِ  "، «يُّ َُلُّ َمْن يَ ْق

183 – I heard my father – rahimahullāh – say: “Whoever intends the Qurān, either with words or 

something else than this, and he wants (to say) with it that it is created, then he is a jahmī.” 

ُهُم َجاِهَل  فَ ْلَْْسَأْل َوْلَْ تَ َعلَّمْ »َواْلَواِقَفِة، فَ َقاَل: ُسِئَل َأِب َوأَََن َأَْسَُع، َعِن اللَّْفِظَِّة،  - 184 اَن ِمن ْ  ،«َمْن ََ

184 – My father was asked while I was listening, regarding Al-Lafdhiyyah, and Al-Wāqifah, 

so he said: “Whoever is ignorant among them, then let him ask and learn.” 

َُ ف َ »ُسِئَل َأِب َرِِحَُه اَّللَُّ َوَأََن َأَْسَُع، َعِن اللَّْفِظَِّة، َواْلَواِقَفِة، فَ َقاَل:  - 185 ُهْم ُُيِْسُن اْلَكََل اَن ِمن ْ ُهْم َشرٌّ ِمَن »، َوقَاَل َمرَّة : «ُهَو َجْهِميُّ َمْن ََ
 ،«ُهْم َجْهِمَّة  »، َوقَاَل َمرَّة  ُأْخَرى «اْْلَْهِمَّةِ 

                                                 
1 Those who refuse to say that the Qurān is not created. They say: ‘The Qurān is the words of Allah’, and 

then they deliberately stop there. 
2 Those who say: My pronunciation of the Qurān is created. 
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185 – My father was asked while I was listening, regarding Al-Lafdhiyyah, and Al-Wāqifah, 

so he said: “Whoever among them understands the words, then he is a jahmī.” And he said another 

time: “They are worse than the Jahmiyyah.” And he said another time: “They are the Jahmiyyah.” 

ْعُت َأِبَ يَ ُقوُل:  - 186 ُُ اْْلَْهِمَّةِ »َسَِ ََل ُُ ُسوٍء َرِديء  َوُهَو ََ ََل ، قُ ْلُت لَُه: ِإنَّ اْلَكرَابِِْسيَّ يَ ُقوُل َهَذا، «َمْن قَاَل َلْفِظي ِِبْلُقْرآِن ََمُْلوق  َهَذا ََ
َذَب »فَ َقاَل:  ََ-  ُ ر ا اْلَمرِيِسيَّ »َوقَاَل: « اْْلَِبْثُ  -َهَتَكُه اَّللَّ َْ َُ َهَذا ِب ُ يَ « َقْد َخَل اَن َأِب َرِِحَُه اَّللَّ ْيٍء أَوْ َوََ ََ يُ َقاَل   ْكَرُه أَْن يَ َتَكلََّم ِِف اللَّْفِظ ِب

 ََمُْلوق  أَْو َغْْيُ ََمُْلوٍق "، 

ََّاِفِعيِ  بِبَ ْغَداَد « اْْلَِديثَ َما أَْعرِفُهُ َوَما رَأَيْ ُتهُ يَْطُلبُ »ْْلَِديَث  فَ َقاَل: قَاَل: َسأَْلُتهُ َعِن اْلَكرَابِِْسيِ  ُحَسْْيٍ َهْل رَأَيْ َتهُ يَْطُلُب ا ، قُ ْلُت: فَ رَأَيْ ُتهُ ِعْنَد ال
اَن يَ ْل ََُُّ يَ ْعُقوَب ْبَن ِإبْ رَاِهَْم ْبِن «َما رَأَيْ ُتُه َوََ أَْعرِفُهُ »فَ َقاَل:  َما رَأَيْ ُتُه ِعْنَد يَ ْعُقوَب ْبِن إِبْ رَاِهَْم َوََ َغْْيِِه »، فَ َقاَل: َسْعدٍ ، فَ ُقْلُت: إِنَُّه يَ  َُّْعُم أَنَُّه ََ

 ،«َوَما أَْعرِفُهُ 

186 – I heard my father say: ”Whoever says: My pronunciation of the Qurān is created then these 

are downright evil words and it is the words of the Jahmiyyah.” I said to him: Verily Al-Karābīsī 

says this, so he said: “He has lied – may Allāh rip him apart – that dirty man.” And he said: “He 

has verily taken the place of Bishr Al-Marīsī3.” And my father used to hate saying anything 

about the pronunciation, or that it should be said ‘created’ or ‘nor created’. 

He (‘Abdullāh) said: I asked him about Al-Karābīsī Husayn, if he saw him seeking the hadīth, 

so he said: “I do not know him, and I did not see him seeking the hadīth.” I said: I have seen him 

with Ash-Shafi’ī in Baghdād, so he said: “I did not see him and I do not know him.” So I said to 

him: He claims to be the followers of Ya’qūb ibn Ibrāhīm ibn Sa’d, so he said: “I did not see 

him with Ya’qūb ibn Ibrāhīm nor with others than him, and I don’t know him.” 

، فَ َتَكلََّم ِفِْه ِبَكََلٍُ ُسوءٍ  - 187 اَن َُيُْضُر َمَعُكْم  َسأَْلُت أََِب ثَ ْوٍر ِإبْ رَاِهَْم ْبَن َخاِلٍد اْلَكْلِِبَّ َعْن ُحَسْْيٍ اْلَكرَابِِْسيِ  ِعْنَد َرِديٍء َوَسأَْلُتُه َهْل ََ
ُ فَ َقاَل:  ََّاِفِعيِ  َرِِحَُه اَّللَّ  ،«ُهو يَ ُقوُل لََنا َذِلَك َوأَمَّا أَََن َفََل أَْعِرُف َذِلَك أَْو ََنَْو َهَذا ِمَن اْلَكََلُِ »ال

187 – I asked Abū Thawr Ibrāhīm ibn Khālid Al-Kalbī regarding Husayn Al-Karābīsī, so he 

spoke about him with downright bad words, and I asked: Did he used to be present with 

you at Ash-Shafi’ī – rahimahullāh – so he said: ”He says that to us, but as for me then I don’t 

know this or even something similar to these of words.” 

، فَ َقاَل ََنَْو َمَقاَلِة َأِب ث َ  - 188 ََّاِفِعيِ  قَاَل َوَسأَْلُت اْلََْسَن ْبَن ُُمَمٍَّد ال ََّّْعَفرَاِنَّ، َعْن ُحَسْْيٍ اْلَكرَابِِْسيِ  ْوٍر، َوقَاَل ِل َحَسن  ِِف اْخِتََلِفِه ِإََل ال
ُ ِمْثَل قَ ْوِل َأِب ثَ ْورٍ   َرِِحَُه اَّللَّ

                                                 
3 The founder of Al-Jahmiyyah 
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188 – He said: I asked Al-Hasan ibn Muhammad Az-Za’farānī about Husayn Al-Karābīsī, 

so he said something similar to what Abū Thawr said. And Hasan said to me, regarding his 

disagreement with Ash-Shafi’ī – rahimahullāh – the same as Abū Thawr said. 

 

Commentary 

The Jahmiyyah divided into many sects. Among them were those who came with the 

statement saying: ‘Our pronunciation of the Qurān is created.’ And the first man to invent 

this saying was Husayn Al-Karābīsī who was mentioned in the quotes from “As-Sunnah”. 

Harb Al-Karmānī – rahimahullāh – said in his “As-Sunnah”: 

: وهم الذين ي َّعمون أن  القرآن َملوق، وأن  اَّللَّ َع ََّّ َوَجلَّ مل يكلم موسى، وأن  اَّللَّ لَْ ِتكلم َو يتكلم َو ينطٌ -أعداء اَّللَّ  -واْلهمْة 
َل رسي؛ َو  َ فار زَندقة أعداء َّللَّ َو يرى، َو يعرف هلل مكان، ولَْ هلل عرش َو ثْي ا أَره حكايته وهمَ   .م اَ 

َلُ هللا؛ َو نقول غْي َملوق! وهم َشرُّ اْصناف وأخبُثها  .والواقفة: وهم الذين ي َّعمون أَن  نقول: إن  القرآنَ 

؛ ولكن ألفاظنا ِبلقرآن وقراءتنا له َملوقة، وهم  َلُُ اَّللَّ  .جهمْة فساقواللفظْة: وهم ي َّعمون أن  القرآَنَ 

“And the Jahmiyyah – the enemies of Allāh – they are those who claim that the Qurān is created, and 

that Allāh – the Mighty and Majestic – did not speak to Mūsā, and that Allāh does not speak (at all), 

and he doesn’t speak, He doesn’t not utter anything nor does He see, nor is a place for Allāh known, 

nor does Allāh have a Throne or a Footstool, and many other things which it is hated to say. And 

these people are zanādiqah kuffār, enemies of Allāh. 

And Al-Wāqifah, they are those who claim that we should say: ‘Verily the Qurān is the words of 

Allāh’, but we do not say that it is not created. And these are the worst of the categories and the 

dirtiest. 

And Al-Lafdhiyyah, they are those who claim that the Qurān is the words of Allāh, but our words of 

the Qurān and our recitation of it is created. And these are Jahmiyyah fussāq (sinners).” 

(As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmānī p. 64) 

And it is narrated that Imām Ahmad – rahimahullāh – said. 

 يقولون : َملوق ، والذين شكوا ، والذين قالوا : ألفاظنا ِبلقرآن َملوقةافرتقت اْلهمْة على ثَلث فرق : الذين 
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“The Jahmiyyah divided into three sects: Those who say: (The Qurān is) created. And those who 

doubted. And those who said: Our pronunciation of the Qurān is created.” 

(Al-Ibānah ‘an Sharī’ah Al-Firqah An-Nājiyah wa Mujānabah Al-Firaq Al-Madhmūmah 

1/297) 

And Ibn Battah – rahimahullāh – said: 

َْكِر قُ ُلوِِبِْم، َوُخْبِث آرَاِِِهْم، َوقَبِ  ، َفَكن َّْوا َعْن َذِلَك بِِبْدَعٍة اِِِهْم، أَنَّ ِْح أَْهوَ َواْعَلُموا َرِِحَُكُم اَّللَُّ أَنَّ ِصن ْف ا ِمَن اْْلَْهِمَِّة اْعتَ َقُدوا ِِ اْلُقْرآَن ََمُْلوق 
َُْفُرُهْم، َويُْستَ ْغَمَض ِإْْلَاُدُهْم َعَلى َمْن َقلَّ  َفى  ْْ َم لَّ ُمُه، َوَضُعَفْت َنَِْ ََّتُُه، فَ َقاُلوا: ِإنَّ اْلُقْرآَن الَِّذي َتكَ ِعلْ  اْخرَتَُعوَها، ََتْوِيه ا َوَِبَْرَجة  َعَلى اْلَعامَِّة، لَِْ

ُلوُه َونَ ْقَرؤُه ِِبَْلِسَنِتَنا، َوَنكْ  ُُ اَّللَِّ َغْْيُ ََمُْلوٍق، َوَهَذا الَِّذي نَ ت ْ ََل ، َهَذا  تُ ُبهُ اَّللَُّ بِِه َوقَاَلُه، فَ ُهَو ََ ُُ اَّللَِّ ََل ََ ُهَو اْلُقْرآُن الَِّذي ُهَو ََ ََاِحِفَنا َلْْ ِف َم
ْدَخاِل اْلكُ  ُن ِحَكايَة  ِلَذِلكَ ِحَكايَة  ِلَذِلَك، َفَما نَ ْقَرُؤُه َنَْ  ْفرِِهْم، َواْحَتاُلوا ِِلِ َُ ْفِر َعَلى اْلَعامَِّة اْلُقْرآِن ِِبَْلَفاِظَنا ََنُْن، َوأَْلَفاظَُنا بِِه ََمُْلوَقة ، َفَدق َُّقوا ِِف 

 ِِبَْغَمِض َمْسَلٍك، َوأََدقِ  َمْذَهٍب، َوَأْخَفى َوْجهٍ 

”And know – may Allāh show you mercy – that a group from the Jahmiyyah – due to the evilness of 

their hearts, the wickedness of their opinions and the dirtiness of their desires – believed that the 

Qurān is created. So they concealed this with an innovation which they invented as a camouflage and 

decoration for the ordinary people. (This,) in order to hide their kufr and make their disbelief unclear 

for those who have little knowledge and those of weak nature. So they said: ‘Verily the Qurān which 

Allāh has spoken in and said, it is the words of Allāh and not created, but this what we recite and 

read with our tongues and write in our masāhif (pl. mushaf), that is not the Qurān which is the words 

of Allāh. This (instead) is a narration of this. So what we read is a narration of this Qurān with our 

words, and our words of it is created.’ So with this they went even deeper in their kufr and they played 

a trick in order for the kufr to enter upon the normal people in the most unclear way, the voidest path 

and the most hidden of angles.” 

(Al-Ibānah Al-Kubrā 5/317-318) 

And Abu Ja’far ibn Al-Hasan ibn Hārūn ibn Badīnah – rahimahullāh – said: 

همْة ومنهم اي أِب عبد اَّللَّ أَن رجل من أهل املوصل والغالب َعَلى أهل بلدَن اْل :سألت أِب عبد اَّللَّ أِحد بن حنبل َرِضَي اَّللَُّ عنه فقلت له
إايك وإايك وهذا  :أهل سنة نفر يسْي ُيبونك وقد وقعت مسألة الكرابْسي ففتنهم قول الكرابْسي لفظي ِبلقرآن َملوق فقال ِل أَبُو َعْبِد اَّللَِّ 

تاِب أربعا فقلت: اي أِب َعْبد اَّللَّ فهذا القول عندك وما شاعت مالكرابْسي َ تكلمه َو تكلم من يكلمه أربع  نه مرار أو مخس ا إَ أن ِفَ 
له من قول جهم  .يرجع إَل قول جهم قَاَل: هذاَ 

”I asked Abū ‘Abdullāh Ahmad ibn Hanbal – radiAllāhu ’anhu – and said to him: ‘O Abū ‘Abdullāh, 

I am a man from the people of Mūsul and the predominant in the people of our land is that they are 
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Jahmiyyah, and from among them are people of Sunnah; a small group and they love you. And verily 

did the issue of Al-Karābīsī occur, so their fitnah is the saying of Al-Karābīsī (who said:) My 

pronunciation of the Qurān is created.’ So Abū ‘Abdullāh said to me: ‘Be aware of and (then again) 

be aware of this Al-Karābīsī. Do not speak with him and do not speak with whoever speaks with him.’ 

(He said this) four or five times, except that in my book it is noted (only) four times. So I said: ‘O 

Abū ‘Abdullāh, this saying and whatever circulated from it, does it return to the saying of Jahm?’ 

He said: ‘All this is from the saying of Jahm.’” 

(Tabaqāt Al-Hanābilah 1/288) 

Based on this then the asl (foundation) regarding the one who claims that his pronunciation 

of the Qurān is created is that he is considered to be from the Jahmiyyah, and the Jahmiyyah 

are kuffār due to what already has been clarified regarding the numerous types of kufr in 

their beliefs, such as: 

- Negating the attributes of Allāh which are known through fitrah 

- Claiming that the attributes of Allāh are created 

- Seeking refuge with something created 

- Invoking something created 

All these acts are kufr in asl ad-dīn, and whoever performs any of these things is a kāfir, and 

the takfīr upon him is from asl ad-dīn, no matter if he claims to be a jahmī or not. 

There might exists among those who say: ‘My pronunciation of the Qurān is created’, the 

one who does not belief that the Qurān is created and he does not negate any of the attributes 

of Allāh, but due to his ignorance regarding the meaning of this saying, he spoke it 

intending that his voice is created or that the ink and paper which the Qurān is written upon 

is created or something similar to this. As for this person then it is an obligation upon him 

to seek knowledge and ask in order to reach the truth, and it is an obligation for the caller 

towards the truth to clarify the issue for him. Then after it becomes clear to him what the 

actual meaning of these words are and he insists upon saying it, then takfīr is declared upon 

him such as it is declared upon the rest of the Jahmiyyah. 

IMPORTANT: The takfīr upon the Jahmiyyah is not at the same level in the religion as the 

takfīr upon the mushrikūn. The takfīr upon the mushrik is from Lā ilāha illa Allāh which is 

known by fitrah, and the evidences and understanding of this takfīr are found in the Qurān 

and the Sunnah, independently from the words of men. On the other hand, the takfīr upon 

the Jahmiyyah is not known by fitrah – just like knowing what the Jahmiyyah is to begin 

with not is known by fitrah – since their shubuhāt (doubts) zandaqah (disbelief) and tawīl 
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(misinterpretation) all are innovations that originated from philosophy and the hawā of men 

and some are even disguised and unclear. So before making takfīr upon the Jahmiyyah, one 

must know what the kufr beliefs of the Jahmiyyah are and if the person claiming to be a 

jahmī, or claiming some of what the Jahmiyyah claims, understands what he is saying or if 

he is a jāhil ‘āmmī (ignorant from the ordinary Muslims) that has been caught in some 

shubhah of the Jahmiyyah where he doesn’t understand the reality of it, or that which he 

believes does not reach the level of kufr which takes a person out of Islām. All this cannot be 

said regarding the takfīr upon the mushrikūn and therefore the two issues are not the same 

in the religion of Allāh. And the seeker of truth may not use the quotes of the scholars 

regarding the takfīr upon the Jahmiyyah when speaking about the takfīr upon the 

mushrikūn, nor vice versa. 

When that is said, then the way of salvation is sticking to the Words of Allāh the Exalted, 

and the words of His Messenger (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) and the words of the salaf – may 

Allāh have mercy upon them. To say what they said, and to refrain from saying what they 

did not say. This is the safe way and this is the way we have been instructed to follow. 

Ibn Battah – rahimahullāh – narrated in his “Al-Ibānah” that Abū Ahmad Al-Asdī said in a 

longer narration: 

: ِحْفظ  ا حَ ُقْلُت َلُه: اَي أََِب َعْبِد اَّللَِّ َلْفِظي ِِبْلُقْرآِن ََمُْلوق   أَْو َغْْيُ ََمُْلوٍق  فَانْ َبَسَط ِإَِلَّ َوقَاَل: " مَ ف َ  ٍٍ َِ ِجَها ُه اْلُقْرآَن َعَلى مَخْ اُلَك، تُ َوجِ 
ََر   ُُذِن، َوَب ََْيِ  ا، فَقاَل ِل: ِبَعْْيٍ، َوَخطٌّ بٍَِْد  " َفَأْشَكَل َعَليَّ قَ ْولُُه، َوبَِقُْت ِفْهِ  ِِبْلَقْلِب، َوِتََلَوة  ِِبللِ َساِن، َوََسْع  ِِبْْ َما َحاُلَك، اْلَقْلُب » ُمَت

ُُذُن َمَْ  ُلوُّ بِِه َغْْيُ ََمُْلوٍق، َواْْ ، َواْلَمت ْ ُفوُظ بِِه َغْْيُ ََمُْلوٍق، َواللِ َساُن ََمُْلوق  َْ ، َواْلَم ، َواْلَمْنظُوُر  ،ُلوق  ََمُْلوق  َواْلَمْسُموعُ إَِلِْْه َغْْيُ ََمُْلوٍق، َواْلَعْْيُ ََمُْلوق 
َخََبُ ََنِفٍع، َعِن اْبِن  ْيٍء ِف َهَذا، قَاَل: فَ ُقْلُت: اَي َأَِب َعْبِد اَّللَِّ اْلَعْْيُ تَ ْنظُُر ِإََل السََّواِد ِف اْلَوَرِق  فَ َقاَل ِل: " َمْه، َأَصحُّ شَ « ِإَلِْْه ِمْنُه َغْْيُ ََمُْلوقٍ 

ُ َعَلِْْه َوَسلََّم قَاَل:  َُرْ « ََ ُتَساِفُروا ِِبْلُقْرآِن ِإََل أَْرِض اْلَعُدو ِ »ُعَمَر، أَنَّ النَِّبَّ َصلَّى اَّللَّ اِر ، َومَلْ يَْذ  ِحَْب ا َوََ َورَق ا "، قَاَل: ُُثَّ َرَجَع َمِعي ِإََل َِبِب الدَّ
  ِِبََذاَوُهَو يَُكلِ ُمِِن 

”So I (i.e. Abū Ahmad Al-Asdī) said to him (i.e. Ahmad ibn Hanbal): ‘O Abū ‘Abdullāh, is my 

pronunciation of the Qurān created? Or not created?’ So he extended to me and said: ‘What is it with 

you! The Qurān is turned towards from five aspects: Memorization with the heart, recitation with 

the tongue, listening with the ears, seeing with the eyes and the writing of the hand?’ So his words 

were problematic to me and I stayed confused. So he said to me: ‘What is it with you! The heart is 

created and what is memorized in it is not created, and the tongue is created while that which is 

recited with it is not created, and the ears are created while that which is listened to is not created, 

and the eye is created while that which is looked at with it is not created’. He (i.e. Abū Ahmad) said: 

So I said: ‘O Abū ‘Abdullāh, the eye looks at the black (ink) on the paper?’ So he said to me: ‘Stop 
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(speaking). The most correct thing regarding this is the narration of Nāfi’ from Ibn ‘Umar, that the 

Prophet (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Do not travel with the Qurān to the land of the 

enemy.” And he did not mention ink nor paper.’ He (i.e. Abū Ahmad) said: After that he returned 

with me to the door of the house while he was speaking to me about this.” 

(Al-Ibānah Al-Kubrā 5/339) 

To question and philosophize regarding that which the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu alayhi 

wa sallam), the Sahābah (radiAllāhu ’anhum) and the salaf – may Allāh have mercy upon them 

– did not question nor philosophize about, is the secure path to misguidance and 

destruction. Verily did the Messenger of Allāh (sallAllāhu alayhi wa sallam) say: 

ُتُكْم َعْنُه فَاْجَتِنُبوُه، َوَما أََمْرُتُكْم  ثْ َرُة مَ َما ََنَْ ْ ََ َا أَْهَلَك الَِّذيَن ِمْن قَ ْبِلُكْم   َساِِِلِهْم َواْخِتََلفُ ُهْم َعَلى أَنِْبَْاِِِهمْ بِِه فَْأُتوا ِمْنُه َما اْسَتطَْعُتْم، فَِإَّنَّ

“Avoid what I have forbidden for you, and what I have ordered you to do, then do as much 

of it as you can. For verily, that which destroyed those who came before you was only their 

excessive questioning and their disagreeing with their prophets.” 

(Narrated by both Al-Bukhāri and Muslim) 

So we follow our salaf and say that we believe that the Qurān is the words of Allāh and not 

created. And then we do not say anything else about that issue. 

 

Abū Hājar 

 


