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Regarding the one who says:

‘My pronunciation of the Quran is

created’

Al-Ageedah
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Regarding the one who says: ‘My pronunciation of the Quran is created’

Abt ‘Abdur-Rahman ’Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rakimahullah — said:
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”"He was asked regarding the one who says: ‘My words (i.e. pronunciation) of the Quran

are created.’
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178 — I asked my father — rahimahullah — saying: What do you say about a man who says:
“The recitation (of the Quran) is created and our words are created, while the Quran is the
words of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — and it is not created’? What do you say about
avoiding him? And is he called a mubtadi’? So he said: “This person is avoided and this is the
saying of the mubtadi’, and these are the words of the Jahmiyyah and the Quran is not created. ' Aishah
—radiAllahu ‘anha — said: “The Messenger of Allah recited: “He is the One who revealed the Book
to you, from it are verses that are completely clear and these are the foundations of the
Book.” (Ali ‘Imran 3:7), so the Quran is not created.”
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179 — Ibn Shubbawayh narrated to me (and said): I heard my father say: “Whoever says that
anything from Allah is created; His knowledge or His words, then he is a zindiq kafir and he is not
prayed upon nor is he prayed behind, and his wealth is considered as the wealth of the murtad while
the wealth of the murtad in the madhhab of the people of Madinah are considered to be in the bayt al-
mal.”
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I asked my father — rahimahullih — saying: Some people say: Our words of the Quran are
created, so he said: “They are the Jahmiyyah and they are the worse than Al-Wagqifah . This is the
saying of Jahm, and he has made this issue very big with him.” And he said: “These are the words
of Jahm.”

And I asked him regarding the one who says: My words of the Quran are created, so he
said: “Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — said: “And if anyone of the mushrikiin seeks your
protection then grant him protection, so that he may hear the Words of Allah (i.e. the
Quran).” (At-Tawbah 9:6) And the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘So I may convey
the Words of my Lord.” And the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) also said: ‘Verily it is not
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correct for this prayer to contain anything of the words of people.
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181 — I heard my father — rahimahullah — say: “Whoever says: My pronunciation of the Quran is

created is a jahmi.”
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182 — I heard my father — rahimahullah — say when he was asked about Al-Lafdhiyyah?, so he
said: “They are the Jahmiyyah and this is the saying of Jahm.” Then he said: “Do not sit with them.”
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183 — I heard my father — rahimahullah — say: “Whoever intends the Quran, either with words or

something else than this, and he wants (to say) with it that it is created, then he is a jahmi.”
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184 — My father was asked while I was listening, regarding Al-Lafdhiyyah, and Al-Wagqifah,

so he said: “Whoever is ignorant among them, then let him ask and learn.”
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1 Those who refuse to say that the Quran is not created. They say: ‘The Quran is the words of Allah’, and
then they deliberately stop there.
2 Those who say: My pronunciation of the Quran is created.
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185 — My father was asked while I was listening, regarding Al-Lafdhiyyah, and Al-Wagqifah,
so he said: “Whoever among them understands the words, then he is a jahmi.” And he said another

time: “They are worse than the Jahmiyyah.” And he said another time: “They are the Jahmiyyah.”
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186 — I heard my father say: "Whoever says: My pronunciation of the Quran is created then these
are downright evil words and it is the words of the Jahmiyyah.” I said to him: Verily Al-Karabisi
says this, so he said: “He has lied — may Allah rip him apart — that dirty man.” And he said: “He
has verily taken the place of Bishr Al-Marisr.” And my father used to hate saying anything

about the pronunciation, or that it should be said “created” or ‘nor created’.

He (“Abdullah) said: I asked him about Al-Karabist Husayn, if he saw him seeking the hadith,
so he said: “I do not know him, and I did not see him seeking the hadith.” I said: I have seen him
with Ash-Shafi’1in Baghdad, so he said: “I did not see him and I do not know him.” So I said to
him: He claims to be the followers of Ya’qub ibn Ibrahim ibn Sa’d, so he said: “I did not see

him with Ya’qub ibn Ibrahim nor with others than him, and I don’t know him.”
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187 — I asked Abu Thawr Ibrahim ibn Khalid Al-Kalbi regarding Husayn Al-Karabisi, so he

spoke about him with downright bad words, and I asked: Did he used to be present with

you at Ash-Shafi't — rahimahullah — so he said: "He says that to us, but as for me then I don’t

know this or even something similar to these of words.”
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% The founder of Al-Jahmiyyah
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188 — He said: I asked Al-Hasan ibn Muhammad Az-Za’farani about Husayn Al-Karabisi,
so he said something similar to what Abta Thawr said. And Hasan said to me, regarding his

disagreement with Ash-Shafi'l — rahimahullah — the same as Abt Thawr said.

Commentary

The Jahmiyyah divided into many sects. Among them were those who came with the
statement saying: ‘Our pronunciation of the Quran is created.” And the first man to invent

this saying was Husayn Al-Karabisi who was mentioned in the quotes from “As-Sunnah”.

Harb Al-Karmani — rahimahullah — said in his “As-Sunnah”:
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“And the Jahmiyyah — the enemies of Allah — they are those who claim that the Quran is created, and
that Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — did not speak to Miisa, and that Allah does not speak (at all),
and he doesn’t speak, He doesn’t not utter anything nor does He see, nor is a place for Allah known,
nor does Allah have a Throne or a Footstool, and many other things which it is hated to say. And

these people are zanadigah kuffar, enemies of Allah.

And Al-Wagifah, they are those who claim that we should say: ‘Verily the Quran is the words of
Allah’, but we do not say that it is not created. And these are the worst of the categories and the

dirtiest.

And Al-Lafdhiyyah, they are those who claim that the Quran is the words of Allah, but our words of

the Quran and our recitation of it is created. And these are Jahmiyyah fussaq (sinners).”
(As-Sunnah by Harb Al-Karmani p. 64)

And it is narrated that Imam Ahmad - rahimahullah — said.
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“The Jahmiyyah divided into three sects: Those who say: (The Quran is) created. And those who

doubted. And those who said: Our pronunciation of the Quran is created.”

(Al-Ibanah ‘an Shari’ah Al-Firgah An-Najiyah wa Mujanabah Al-Firaq Al-Madhmiumah
1/297)

And Ibn Battah — rahimahullah — said:
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”And know — may Allah show you mercy — that a group from the Jahmiyyah — due to the evilness of
their hearts, the wickedness of their opinions and the dirtiness of their desires — believed that the
Quran is created. So they concealed this with an innovation which they invented as a camouflage and
decoration for the ordinary people. (This,) in order to hide their kufr and make their disbelief unclear
for those who have little knowledge and those of weak nature. So they said: ‘Verily the Quran which
Allah has spoken in and said, it is the words of Allah and not created, but this what we recite and
read with our tongues and write in our masahif (pl. mushaf), that is not the Quran which is the words
of Allah. This (instead) is a narration of this. So what we read is a narration of this Quran with our
words, and our words of it is created.” So with this they went even deeper in their kufr and they played
a trick in order for the kufr to enter upon the normal people in the most unclear way, the voidest path

and the most hidden of angles.”

(Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra 5/317-318)

And Abu Ja’far ibn Al-Hasan ibn Hartin ibn Badinah — rahimahullah — said:
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"I asked Abii ‘Abdullah Ahmad ibn Hanbal — radiAllahu ‘anhu — and said to him: ‘O Aba ‘Abdullah,

I am a man from the people of Miisul and the predominant in the people of our land is that they are
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Jahmiyyah, and from among them are people of Sunnah; a small group and they love you. And verily
did the issue of Al-Karabisi occur, so their fitnah is the saying of Al-Karabisi (who said:) My
pronunciation of the Quran is created.” So Abii *Abdullah said to me: ‘Be aware of and (then again)
be aware of this Al-Karabisi. Do not speak with him and do not speak with whoever speaks with him.’
(He said this) four or five times, except that in my book it is noted (only) four times. So I said: 'O
Abii “Abdullah, this saying and whatever circulated from it, does it return to the saying of Jahm?’
He said: "All this is from the saying of Jahm."”

(Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah 1/288)

Based on this then the asl (foundation) regarding the one who claims that his pronunciation
of the Quran is created is that he is considered to be from the Jahmiyyah, and the Jahmiyyah
are kuffar due to what already has been clarified regarding the numerous types of kufr in

their beliefs, such as:

- Negating the attributes of Allah which are known through fitrah
- Claiming that the attributes of Allah are created

- Seeking refuge with something created

- Invoking something created

All these acts are kufr in asl ad-din, and whoever performs any of these things is a kafir, and

the takfir upon him is from asl ad-din, no matter if he claims to be a jahmi or not.

There might exists among those who say: ‘My pronunciation of the Quran is created’, the
one who does not belief that the Quran is created and he does not negate any of the attributes
of Allah, but due to his ignorance regarding the meaning of this saying, he spoke it
intending that his voice is created or that the ink and paper which the Quran is written upon
is created or something similar to this. As for this person then it is an obligation upon him
to seek knowledge and ask in order to reach the truth, and it is an obligation for the caller
towards the truth to clarify the issue for him. Then after it becomes clear to him what the
actual meaning of these words are and he insists upon saying it, then takfir is declared upon

him such as it is declared upon the rest of the Jahmiyyah.

IMPORTANT: The takfir upon the Jahmiyyah is not at the same level in the religion as the
takfir upon the mushrikiin. The takfir upon the mushrik is from La ilaha illa Allah which is
known by fitrah, and the evidences and understanding of this takfir are found in the Quran
and the Sunnah, independently from the words of men. On the other hand, the takfir upon
the Jahmiyyah is not known by fitrah — just like knowing what the Jahmiyyah is to begin
with not is known by fitrah — since their shubuhat (doubts) zandaqah (disbelief) and tawil



J/AL-AQEEDAH 5 /45)) Tawakkul
Sy

(misinterpretation) all are innovations that originated from philosophy and the hawa of men
and some are even disguised and unclear. So before making takfir upon the Jahmiyyah, one
must know what the kufr beliefs of the Jahmiyyah are and if the person claiming to be a
jahmi, or claiming some of what the Jahmiyyah claims, understands what he is saying or if
he is a jahil ‘ammi (ignorant from the ordinary Muslims) that has been caught in some
shubhah of the Jahmiyyah where he doesn’t understand the reality of it, or that which he
believes does not reach the level of kufr which takes a person out of Islam. All this cannot be
said regarding the takfir upon the mushrikiin and therefore the two issues are not the same
in the religion of Allah. And the seeker of truth may not use the quotes of the scholars
regarding the takfir upon the Jahmiyyah when speaking about the takfir upon the

mushrikin, nor vice versa.

When that is said, then the way of salvation is sticking to the Words of Allah the Exalted,
and the words of His Messenger (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) and the words of the salaf — may
Allah have mercy upon them. To say what they said, and to refrain from saying what they

did not say. This is the safe way and this is the way we have been instructed to follow.

Ibn Battah — rahimahullah — narrated in his “Al-Ibanah” that Abu Ahmad Al-Asdi said in a

longer narration:
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”So I (i.e. Abii Ahmad Al-Asdi) said to him (i.e. Ahmad ibn Hanbal): ‘O Abii ‘Abdullah, is my
pronunciation of the Quran created? Or not created?” So he extended to me and said: “What is it with
you! The Quran is turned towards from five aspects: Memorization with the heart, recitation with
the tongue, listening with the ears, seeing with the eyes and the writing of the hand?” So his words
were problematic to me and I stayed confused. So he said to me: "What is it with you! The heart is
created and what is memorized in it is not created, and the tongue is created while that which is
recited with it is not created, and the ears are created while that which is listened to is not created,
and the eye is created while that which is looked at with it is not created’. He (i.e. Abii Ahmad) said:
So I said: ‘O Abii “Abdullah, the eye looks at the black (ink) on the paper?” So he said to me: *Stop
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(speaking). The most correct thing regarding this is the narration of Nafi’ from Ibn ‘Umar, that the
Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Do not travel with the Quran to the land of the
enemy.” And he did not mention ink nor paper.” He (i.e. Abii Ahmad) said: After that he returned

with me to the door of the house while he was speaking to me about this.”
(Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra 5/339)

To question and philosophize regarding that which the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi
wa sallam), the Sahabah (radiAllahu "anhum) and the salaf — may Allah have mercy upon them
— did not question nor philosophize about, is the secure path to misguidance and

destruction. Verily did the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) say:
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“Avoid what I have forbidden for you, and what I have ordered you to do, then do as much
of it as you can. For verily, that which destroyed those who came before you was only their
excessive questioning and their disagreeing with their prophets.”

(Narrated by both Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

So we follow our salaf and say that we believe that the Quran is the words of Allah and not

created. And then we do not say anything else about that issue.

Abu Hajar



